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T-- E Deſign of this enſuing Diſcourſe, is to cakes 
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vince and convert from the evil of their ways, 

thoſe men that have taken upon them the work 

and office of Informers ; and alſo to keep others from be« 
ing partakers of their ſims. By Informers, I-mean ſuch 
perſons es nnder 4 pretence of ſuppreſſung ſeditions Con- 
venticles, do create much diſturbance to men fearing God, 
y cauſing their Aſſemblies to be broken up, and the perſons 
whow they find aſſembled together to be y or ; although they 

can prove no crime againſt them, bus that they find thens 

praying to God in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, and preaching 

and hearing Gods holy word. Which praice of theirs 

ſeems to me, to be exceeding ſinful, and greatly prejus 

dicial to their own and others eternal 8 Fvation, of which 

* TI have given ſeveral demonſtrations, and have anſwered 

their moſt material Plea's that did come to my thoughts, 

» | whereby they ſeek to excuſe and extenuate their ſin. by 
If any ſay, theſe Informers are ſo hardened in their 
ſinful ways, that there's no hope that they ſhould be brought 
to repentance, aud therefore you might have ſpared your 
labour in endeavouring to reclaim them. | 
I anſwer, 1. There is hope that the. worſt of men may 

be brought to repentance, even' ſuch as are ſlaves to Su- 
tan, and are taken and led captive by hint '\atvhis will; 
aud therefore ſuch as are grown to that beight of tt, as 
to: oppoſe the, truth, are to be inſtruted with meekneſs,. 
as not knowing but God may give them repentant wity 
life., 2 Tim-2. 25, 26. In meeknels inſtrudtingtholerhat. 
oppale themlelyes, if God peradventure will pivethers\. 
entanes! to the acknowledging of the [trath- Ant 
that they may recover themſelyes:out "of the'ttzes of 
ab 6 42. -. the 
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® the Devil, who anetiien captie#by tilt" 
, © 5: God cap degyeat things by weak and iulihely mane, 
fo | #hoſe that "are enemics to, ard affiifers 
f bis people. Pal, 8. 2. Ont of the mouth of babes and 
-ſaektings haſt thon ordained ſtrength, becauſe of thine 
egeriies;*that thou mighteſt ſtifl the enemy and-fhe' a- 
venger-* Ultores vocat iNos, qui lxdunt eos qui fidtnt 
Deo. Vatabl. Beſs Tak ne i 
. If any one of theſe Tntormers, that are ſpring u 
in .-poer{ of 9 Nation, ſhould be brought es 
tance, though the reſt ſhould periſh in their evil courſes ; 
I. ſhould think my pains well beſtowed, for the converſton 


pms ſomes from the error of his ways: For one ſoul is 


more worth than the wholt world, Mark 8. 36. And 


| 


e ſmmer deſtrozeth much "2ood, Ecclel. 9. 18. Not only 


fiatrel perſons, but Towns, yea Contttries may enjoy peace 
one Informer. For ſome of themare 


/by the converſion | 
4h turbulent os by that they do not only diſquiet their 
"neighbours "that live in the ſame Towns with themſelves, 
bnt they go from one Town to another , and from one 
County to another, raiſing perſecution againſt thoſe that 
” meet "together in 4 peaceable manner, to pray to God in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and to preach and hear his holy 
word.. When Saul, who was a great perſecutor of the ſer- 
warts of Chriſt, was converted; ſeveral Churches had reſt 
and peace thereby. .AQt: 9. 31. Then had the Churches 
reſt through- alf Jadea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and 
were'edified;” and walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
canifort-of the Holy Ghoſt,” were multiplied. bat 


5 aan \one perſecutor, who had: been an ative man 
m--erſecuting the members of Chriſt 2 The reſt, the edi- 
- ſtation, the multiplying , t arituaÞ co of the 
© Chyrveber i#: Jadea, Galilee, 'avd Samaria, followed"upon 
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. them, and cauſe ſome of the arrows drawn out of bis qui | 
v0 ſtick ſo faſt in theireonſciences,as they ſhall not be able to 
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being Taformers fBowld be reclaimed, yet by _ 
 borrible and dangerous nature of t fn, #4 s Me, _ 


or may be hereafter under 4 temptation to turn Informers, 
being tempted thereto by poverty, enticing of »vil minded 
men, promiſe of a reward, affrighted by threatnings, or 
any. other way ;, may be prevented from following their per- 
nicious ways. They are more fooliſh than the birds, that will 


| be allured to take the bait,when they eſpy the net. Prov. ra7. 


Surely in vain is the net ſpread in the (ight of any bird. 

5. If none ſhould receive any benefit by what T have writ+ 
ten, yet by warning thoſe that are engaged in this Jnfii pra- 
Fife to turn from their evil ways, and warning others not 
po be partakers of their evil deeds; I ſball deliver my own 


| foul. Ezek.3.19.1t thou warn the wicked man, and heturn 


not from his wickedneſs,nor from his wicked way;he ſhall 
dye in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul, 

But { ome may ſay, Theſe papers are not like to come into 
the latormers hands ;, or if they ſhould, they will not beſtow 
the pains to read them; or if they fhould, they will but 
make a ſcoff at thenr; or they will be but the more enraged; 
and therefore it is to no effett that this means ſhould beuſed 
to reclaim them. 

Anf. 1. We muſt do our duty, and leave the ſucceſs 'to 
God. Ecd.11.6. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and inthe 
evening withhold not thine hand ; for thou knoweſt not 
whether ſha]l proſper, this, or the other; or both be alike 
good. Tleave it wholly to the providence of God, what ſuc- 
ceſs he will give to my endeavours. It may be he will put it 
into the hearts of ſome perſons that compaſſionatethe periſh» 
ing condition of theſe Intormers, to- ſend theſe papers to 
them; and it may be he will-mave their hearts to read them, 
and who can tell but be may touch their hearts in reading 


A 3. 2. Wie 


-80:Tep «Jers36+2. Take thee. the | 
and write thereiniallthe words that I have ſpoken' unto 
thee, again{iſracl and again(t:Judah, and again(t all the 
nations. 'It-may be that-the houſe of Judah will hear all 
the evil which T purpoſe to do unto them, that they may 
return.every. man from his evil way 3 that I may forgive 
them their iniquity and their fin. 7 obſerve here 3 
© 8, Jeremiah bad no aſſurance that the Jews would read 
or hear what he wrote; there was only a probability of it, 
It maybe the houſe of Judah will hear. Tet he was com- 
maniled to write in a book -the judgments of God that 

. bung- over their heads for their fins. 

"2- When Jeremiah was hindered from preaching, as be 
formerly had done; ver.5. T am ſhutup, I cannot go into 
the boule of the Lord. God preſcribed this way as the woſt 

likely means to bring them to Fepentance, for Jeremiah to 
write. untothe Jews, Write all theſe words, that I have 
ken to thee againſt Judah. Tt may be the houſe of Ju- 

h will hear all the evil which I purpoſe to do unto them, 

\thatthey may return every man from his evil way. 

i gaFheags theſe Informers ſhowld not hearken to the coun- 
Jet that T have given them ; yet whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, it is the mind and will of God, 
that ſinners ſhould be called torepent ance, Erek.2.7.And thou 
Hhalkt:fpeak my words unto them, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear, for they are mgft rebellious, 

4-Scorning ts 4 great ſm,and bringeth down mighty judg- 
tents. Prov.19 29. Judgments are prepared for ſcorners, 
7:r.227286: Now therefore be ye not mockers, leſt your 
be-made ſtrong. Tt thoxgh theſe Tatormers ſhould 

prove fcorners, we muſt not conclude theircaſe deſperate, 
ibatwfe means to bring ther to repent ances, both» reproving 
them for their ſin, and letting them ſec there-is mercy for 
thinn, if they\will tra when they are reproved for their (me. 
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Prov.1.22,23. Haw loug,ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſim+ 

" plicityzandtheſcornersdelightin ornggand ols hate. 
- Lrowieds! Turn at my reproof;, behold 1 wwll pqur aut 
my ſpirit upon you, 1 will make known my words uato. 
you. But if they will perſiſt in their ſins, and ſcorn thoſe 
means that are uſed to bring them to repentance, their 
ſeorning will not hurt me, but themſelves. Prov. 9.12. If 
thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear it. And let ſuch pers 
ſons conſider what is ſaid, Prov. 3. 34. Surely he ſcorn- 
eth the ſcorners. And Prov. 1. 24. to tbe 32. 

5, If none of theſe Informers ſhowld vouchſafe to read. 
what I have written for the convincing them of their (pz 3 
yet it may fall into the hands of their friends and relations, 
aud they may hereby be put upon mourning and praying for 
them, and endeavouring their converſion. 

6. As for their being enraged at what T have written; 1 
ſhall reply, 1. Our Lord Jeſus ſpake nothing but the truths - 
yet many of the Jews were ſo incenſed againſt him, that the 
would have thrown him down headlong from an high bil, 
Luk. 4. 28, 29. And all they in the ſynagogue, when they 
heard theſe things, were filled with wrath, and roſe up and 
thruſt him out of the City, and led him uato the brow of 

_ the hill,whereon: their City was built, that they might caſt - 
him down headleng. Tet he did not forbear reproving then 
for their ms 5 theugh he was hated by the world on this very 
aocount, fordeſtifying thatthe deeds thereof were evil. Joh. 
7.7. The wgrld cannot hate you ; but me it hateth, be- 
cauſe I teſtifie of it, that the deeds thereof are evil. Tex, 
though heir hatred aroſeto ſuch an height ,as that they went + 
abont b@ kill him, yet he tawght them and reproved then for 
* theirfinmaxgl4,tg. Now about the midl(t of the fealt, Jeſus 
went into thaiſgmple, and taught, none of you keepeth - 
the law,why go ye about to Kill me? Joh.3.40.And now ye 
ſeek to kill me,a man Which hath told you the truth. 2. 7f 
God ſhall tonch any one of their hearts, and reclaim them 
from 4 
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» their thH ways,in ts being envaeed they will Blef 
rd be than "pare; th yas God hed — 
of keeping ther from fin, When David was kept by Abigails 
«dvice from ſhedding of blood, he was thankful to God for, 
putting it into Abigails beart to come to him,and thankful 
fo her for her good counſel. 1 S$am.25. 32, 33. And David 
ſaid-to Abigail, Blefſed be the Lord God of [ſrael, which 
ſent thee'this day to meet mes; and bleſſed be thy advices 
.and bleffed be thou, which haſt kept me this day from 
coming to (hed blood, and from avenging my ſelf with 
mine own hand. Nabal wzs a ſor of Belial, who had requi- 
teA David evil for good. To be kept from perſecuting the 
ſervants of God, is as great a favonr as to be kept from 
evenging 4 mans ſelf on a ſon of Belial : And if David 
was ſo thankful to God the anthor, and Abigail the inſtru- 
ment of his preſervation from ſin, why ſhould not theſe 
men, in ſtead of railing and fretting, ſay in their hearts, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, that ſent this man to 
fhew ns our ſin, and bleſſed be he, and bleſſed be his advice ? 
To prevent miſiakes, and the uncharitable cenſures that 
Jome may be ready to paſs upon this enſuing diſcourſe, T do 
freely and ſincerely declare, that I have no deſign to 
take off any Magiſtrate, Officer, or any other perſons, from 


” #fing all due 'care and diligence to prevent tumnults and 


Inſurredions ; but only to lay open the greatneſs, and 
prevent the growth of their ſin, who undey, a pretence 
- + aw" ag ſeditious Meetings, do ſupſ#eſs religions 

erciſes. The diſcovery of the folly of theſe men and 
their praFiſes, being a likely means to pat a ff to their 
Fnful proceedings, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of t [ber re- 
jibe truth. 2 Tim. 3. 9. But they: ſhall progged no fur- 
ther, for their folly ſhall be manifeſt -un@©'all men, as 
theirs 'allo was. - | 


CHAP. I. 


Here are certain men riſen up in this Natjon, called INFORMERS, 
whoſe trangreſſion ſaith within my heare, that they are wandred 
out of the path of life, and are going on apace in the broad way 
that leads to deſftruftion, 1 have not only heard of them, but 1 
have met with ſome of them in the, very a& of their fin. When 

1 had conſidered their ways, I thought my ſelf obliged ro endeavour the 
turning them from their finful courſes. For I find in the Law of Xe, 
a ſtri& charge given wo him that meereth' his Neighbours Ox or Aſe go- 
ing aſtray, to bring it back, though his Ne1ghbour be his enemy, Exod. 
23: 4. If thos meeteſt thine exemies Ore or his Aſſe going aſtray, thou ſhalt 
wel bring it back to him again," It is a greater att of Charity to bring 

ck a ſmner that is gone aſtray from God, than to bring back an Gxe 
or an Aſſe of our enemics, that was gone aſtray from him. And we 
are under ſtronger obligations to endeavour the converſion of a fnner, 
than to bring back the ſtraying Oxe or Aſſe of an enemy, on ſeveral ac- 
counts, For, 

t. The Soul of a man is of more worth than all the Oxen and Afes 
upon the fice of the earth; yea the Soul of the meaneſt man is of grearer 
value than the whole world, M:rb 8. 35. #hat (ball it prot a man to gain 
the whole world, and boſe bis own ſol. 

2. It is far more dangerous for a finner to go aſtray from God, thats 
an Oxe. or an Af ro go aſtray from his owner. For the Oxe that goertr 
from one Maſter, may tmd another that may take care of it; or the Oxe 
way get a ſubſiſtence by ranging abroad, as well as abiding at home; 
or if rhe firaying Oxe (hould be ſlain, its miſery endeth with its life: 
Bir the ſinner that goeth aſtray from God, wmleſs he be brought to repen- 
tance, will fall into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, and 
will periſh erernally. 

3- God hath a greater right to the Souls of men, thin any man hath 
to his or Aﬀes, Etro. 18. 4. A ſouls art © mine, They are the 
work of his hands, and therefore he may claim a greater propriety in 
them, than man can in thoſe things which he hath bought Fith his 
money, ar his-own on the account of any other title. 

"4. We are more obliged to bring unto God (who is our Soveraign Lord, 
cur heavenly Father, our deareſt Friend) that which is his own, when gone 
aſtray from, him, than we are to bring back ro our enemy his Oxe ot 
his Ale when we meet | going aſtray. If then he that meeterh Kis 
enemies Oxe or Aſic going aſtray, 008 a ſtrict charge tro bring i 

back 


3 


(2) 
back, Thou [bait ſurely bring it bark to bim- agtin ; how much more are we 
obliged to, endeavour the converſion of a ſinner, when we meet him go- 
ing altray from God, though he be one of the greateſt enemics we have 
in the-world-7 

When I had conſidered not only the ſwift deſtruftion theſe Informers 
bring upon their own Souls, but alſo what" miſchief they have already 
done, and may further do unto men fearing God, 1f not reclaimed ; how 
many. they draw to be partakers with them in their fin; what remprati- 
ons needy and malicious men may be under to follow their pernicious 
ways 3; what great gut is brought upon the Nation by their means ;_ F 
thought with my ſelf, that the leading theſe men to repentance would con- 
duce 10 a publick good, as well as be an at of kindnets to their own Souls, 
and ſo was the more confirmed in my reſolution to. endeayour the con- 
verting them from the error of their ways. 

The moſt effe&ual way to reclaim theſe men from. their evil ways 
ſeems to me to be this; To demonſtrate 6ut of the word of God the 
greatneſs and the dangerous nature of this fin ,- which I conceive Gy 
either know nor, or at teaſt do not conſider it. For that is the mo 
powerful means that can be uſed for converting a finner, P/:l. 19. 7, the 
Law of the Lord is perfe, converting the ſoul, If the word of God will nor 

evall with them to- turn from their ey ways, though one ſhould, ariſe 

om the dead, cither one of the Saints, that hath been in heaven, and 
ſhouldatell them what a glorious Ki they ſhall loſe, if they perſiſt 
in therr fins; or one of their fellow ſinners ſhould eome out of hell, and 
rel] them what rorments they have felt in that Lake that burneth with 
fire and. brimſtone, and they will certainly come into that place of tor- 
ment, 1f they go on in their evil ways; yet this would not perſwade them: 
to repent. Lub.16. 29,30, 31. They bave Moſes aud the Prophets, let them bear 
them. And be jaid, nay father Abraham , but if one went unto them from the 
ad, they will repent. And br ſaid wnto him, 1f thty bear not Moſts aud the 

ets, neithey wil they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. 
or my more orderly proceeding. with theſe men, TI ſhall. uſe this me- 

. "+ 


1, I ſhall ſhew what Informers I mean and aim at in this Diſtourſe. 

2. I ſhall premiſe ſomething concerning the perſons whem they moleft,. 
and the work for which they moleſt rhem. 

F I ſhall. by ſeveral arguments endeavour to convince them of. the greav 
neſs. of their fin, 


ways, are ſuch as cither for the love of » Or of malice, or a 
blind Zeal, or any other evil prince, under a pretence of fi | 
ſeditious Convenuicles, go to the Aſſemblies where thoſe Miniſters ( com- 
may” called Nencanformiits)) do pray to God in the Name.of Jclus Chriſt, 
and do read the holy Scriptures, preach ghe Goſpel; and if they find' 
they pF gr ed 
Nagiſtraces, and by the 


they. 
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ive againſt thoſe ook ar the forefaid Aſſemblies, they flir them 
oy to impriſon the Miniſter, or to fine him, or ſuch of the people 
as they think good, in great ſums of money. 

The reaſon why I deal with theſe Informers only that come to, and raiſe 
up trouble againſt theſe Aſſemblies, where thoſe Miniſters called Noncox- 
formiſts, pray to God, and inſtru the people, are theſe : 

I, I have obſerved, that their chicf deſign and endeavour hath been to 
moleſt thoſe mo 

2, I have no knowledg what 1s faid or done at other Meetings, as ne- 
ver to my remembrance having been preſent at any of them, and there- 
fore will not juſtifie nor condemn them ; bur ſhall teave that to thoſe that 
are concerned therein. 

In order to the conviftion of theſe 11ſormys of the evil of their ways, 
I ſhall premiſe three Propoſitions : 

1. Thoſe Mimiters whom they ecute, are righteous men, and there 
are many righreous perſons that frequent their Aflemblies. 

2. Praying and preaching, which are the works for which chey aro 
perſecuted, are good works. 

3- Theſe Miniſters that are perſecuted by theſe 1nſormers for praying and 
preaching, are true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and are called of God to 
preach the Goſpel. I ſhall brietly prove theſe three Propoſitions. 

1, Theſe Miniſters whom theſe 1r/ormers perſecute, are righteous men 3 
to evidence this, conſider : 

1, They are ſound in the Faith, they believe all things that are written 
by the Pro and Apoſtles. They imbrace that Faith which is pro- 
feſled in Proteſtant Churches ; and particularly , they own the efſta- 
bliſhed Do&rine of the Church of England, although they have different 
apprehenſions about the Diſcipline. Soundne(s in the Faith is requifire , 
to make a man a righteous man ( although that alone be nor ſufficient ); - 
for Herefie is a work of the fleſh, which will ſhut a man out of the King- 
dom of heaven, as well as Idolatry, Adultery, Drugkenneſs, or ſuch like 
{:ns, Gal. $. 19, 20, a1. 

2. They are righteous men in Gods account, who walk in all his Ordi- 
nances, and all hys Commandments in a blameleſs manner, Lb. 1. 6. They 
were beth rightrous before God , walking in all the Commandments and Orit- 
nances of the Lord blameliſs. That evidence which is given of the righte- 
ouſneſs of Zacharias and Elizabeth, __—_ given of theſe men, they walk 
in all the Ordinances of God, they have refpet to all the Command- 
ments of -God, and are blameleſs in ther converſations. They are _ 
tized, and baprize others in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; they often celebrate the Lords Supper ; they praiſe God in fing- 
ing Pſalms z they keep holy the Sabbath day ; they pray to God in ſecret, 
and pray in their Families, they worſhip God in publick Aſſemblies, as -2 
well - privately; they are juſt, ſober, remperate, patient under aftiif- 
ons, &c. 

3- They viſit the fatherleſs and the widows in their af iion , and 
they ws Yn unſ] of the world, and they that do fo ( be- 
ing ſourd in the Faith) are Religious men, and their Religion is y=e 4 
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and undefiled in the ſight of God, Jam. 1. 27, Part Religion, and wndefiled 
before Grd and the Father is this, To viſit tht fatherieſs and widow in thiſe 
_ fiction, and to beep bimſelf unſpotted from the world. They endeavour accor- 

ding to their abilities and their opportunities, to do good vnto all men; 
And that is an argument, that they are born of God, 2 ob. v. 11. He that 
doth good is of God. | 

4+ They train up their children and ſervants in the knowledg and the 
fear .of the Lord, and that is an evidence 6f a righteous man ; whephe 
doth nor oy ſerve God, and walk with God himſelf, but teacheth his 
houſhold to do fo alſo, 70. 24. 15. As for m: a1d my boauſt we will ſerve the 
Lord.  Cornelins his piety was evidenced by training up his houſe in the 
fear of God, 4. 10.2. A devout man, and one that feared God with alk bis 
honſ”, God takes ſpecial notice of Abrahams piety, .1n that he was careful 
that his children and his whole houſe ould keep the ways of the Lord, 
G1. 18. 19. 7 bnow bin, that be will command bis children, and bis bouhold 
after bim, and thy ſhall beep the way of the Lord, to do jutice and judgment, 
(ht the Lord. mey bring upon Abrabam that which be bath ſpoken of bim. 

If -it be ſaid, Some-think and ſpeak otherwiſe of theſe Miniſters which 
are called Nonconſormiſts, as if they were deceivers of the people, and were 
nor good men, . 

I anſwer : 1, So did many among the Z7ews ſay of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Amongſt the. 7ews there were differing thoughts concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
F02.7; 12. Some [1id be is a good man; others [2id, nay, but be dectiveth the 
þ?opie. There, were as evil reports raiſed, and as diſhonourable ſpeeches 
given out azainſt the Apoſtles, as there are againſt theſe men, 2 Cor. 6. 8. 
By bonowr and dihonour, by evil and+ good report, as dectivers and yet true. 

2. The Spirit of God foreſaw that ſcandalous reports would be raiſed 
againſt righteous mien; and that they would be miſrepreſented m the 
world, whereby many. would be deceived, and be ready to condemn the 
innocent ; and therefore he hath given us a ſure rule to. julg who is a 
righteous man z He that doth righteouſneſs, he js a righteous man, 1 ob. 
3« 7. Little children, let no man decetve you; the that doth righteouſneſs 3s righ- 
teous , erin as he is vightioas. Theſe men approve themſelves to be 
righteous men by their conſtant care to do thoſe things which are juſt 
and rigltt in the {;ght of God and men. 

3.- Their adverſaries that reproach them, would be glad to be in their 
eondition when they dye; then they will wiſh, that their laſt end may 
be like theirs. . Sf | ; 

If any ſay, Do you know all thoſe Miniſters which are called Nonconfor- 
miſts, thar you know them ro be righteous men ? 

L anſwer; 1. With ſome of them I have had intimateZacquainrance for 
ſeveral years, and have fully known their DoGrine and manner of life, and 
I am abundantly ſatisfied in what I have aſſerted, thar-they are men of ſound 
judgments, of upriglt, holy, and exemplary converſations. And Charaty 
obligeth me to believe and hope the like of the reſt, although 1 have no 

rional acquaintance with them. 

* 2, If any Miniſter that goeth under the name of a Nonconformiſt be not a 
righteous man ; I plead not his cauſe, but diſlike and difown ſuch. a man as 
myth as the- Conſormilts do. | And 
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And as theſe Miniſters are righteous. men, ſo there are many of thoſe thar 
come to their Aflemblies ; I ſay not that they are all righreous that come 
to their Meetings '( for the Goſpel is like 'a Net, which draweth good and 
bad ) ; but this I fay, there are many oro perſons come to their At- 
ſemblics, ſuch as are of an holy blamelefs converſation, well reported of 
for good works, who bave no ocher deſign iff frequenting theſe Meetings, 
than the glorifying God and the ſaving their own ſouls. 

2. Praying to God in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt for things agreeable to 
his will, and Preaching and Hearing of Gods Word, are good works. Prayer 
is a good work, - 1 Tim. 2+ 1, 2,3. I txbort therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplicati- 
on, prayer, interceſſions, and giving of thanks be made ſor all men ; for Kings, and 
for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quitt and practable lije in all 
godlineſs and hont(ty, for this is good and acceptable in the fight of Goa our Sa- 
UViI0W's 

1, It is commanded of God, t.8. 1 will therefore, that men pray euiry« 
where, lifting up holy bands, without wrath 'and doubting. Theſe words may 
relate to verſe 3, where the Apoſtle had told us, that praying for all men 15 
good and acceptable in th: fight of God. And therefore commands that men 
pray every-where. 

2. Prayer, when made by upright men, is delightful to God, Prov.1s. 3. 
The praytr of the upright is his delight. 

3- God promileth great bleſſings to them rhat pray to him, as eternal 
life, Rom. Lo. 13. #hboſo:vir calleth upon the name of the Loyd, ſhall be ſaved. The 
giving of the Holy Ghoſt, Lub. 11. x3. Your hewwenly Fath.y will giut the boly 
Spirit ta them that as; bim. Yea all good things, P/al. 31, 10. They that ſeek 
the Lo/d ſhall not want any good thing. 

And as Praying, fo Preaching of the Goſpel. is a good work : For, 

1. It is commanded by God, Mark 16. 15. Go ye into all the world, preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. 

2. It doth great good to the ſouls of men. It turns them. from darkneſs 
to light, from the power of Satan to God... It is the great inſtrument of 
ſaying mens ſouls, even. that preaching: which the world counteth fooljſh- 
= 1 Cor.1. 20. It pleaſed Goa, by the fool} bneſs of preaching to ſave them that 

elieve. ' 

3- God promſeth to reward this wark with.a Crown of glory,1 Pet.s. 1, 
2,4. The Elders which art among you I txbort ;- Feed the flock of God, which is 
among you. And when the chief Shepherd ſhall apptar, ye ſhall receive a Crown of 
glory, which fadeth not away. 

As Preaching, ſo Hearing the Word. is a good work : 'For, 

1. Ic is commanded of God, 7am. 1. 19, Let every one be [wilt to bear, 

2. It hath the promiſe of life and ſalvation annexed to it, Ja.g5.3. Hitr 
and your ſunt ſhall live. 

3+ By Hearing the Word of God we ger great good. for our ſouls. For 
hereby we get faving faith, Kom. 10.17, Faith cometh by bearing. And have 
the Holy Ghoſt communicated to us, Ad, 10. 44. while Piter yet' jpake thije 
words, the Holy Ghaft fell. on them that beard him ; with many other precious 
bleſſings. And yer for theſe things are Miniſters that preach and pay, and 
p=ople that hear them, vexed and moleſted, | | 
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3- Theſe Minifters are trae Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt 3 called of God to 
preach the Goſpel. To prove this, confider : 

1. They have the internal cl, which confiſts in beſtowing Miniſterial 
abilities} and a —_— to ſerve the Lord in- the work of the Miniſtry, 
Gods diſtribution of abilities is one branch of this call , 1 Cor. 7. 17. As 
God bath difiributtd, as God bath called every man. Onur Lord Jeſus proves 
his Call ro the Miniftry, by being anoinred with the Spirit, Lak. 4. 18. The 
Spirit of the Lord ts wpon me, becanft be buth anointed me to yreach the Goſpel to 
—_— Thefe Miniſters are endued with Minifterial zbilities, and have 

e qualifications required by the Apoſite jn a Minifter of the Goſpel, 
2 Tim. 2.3, 4+ They are blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of behaviour, given 
to hoſpitality, apt to teach, not given to wine, no ſtrikers, they rule rheir 
hovſes well, &:c. The internal Call confifts alſo in a willingneſs and defire, 
ſtirred up in the heart. by the Spirit of God, to undertake this work arid 
offce of preaching rhe Goſpel, Dext. 18. 5,6,7. In the 5th verſe, Moſes tells 
us, thar ef all the Tribes, God had choſen Lrvi tro miniſter ro him ; and 
v. 7. he tells us which of the Sons of Lrtt were to be admitted to mi- 
niſter before the Lord, namely, be that came ith all the deſire of bu mind. 
This willing mind to ſerve the Lord in the work of the Miniſtry, God 
hath given unto theſe men. | 

2. They have given up themſelves unto the Lord, to ſerve him in the 
Goſpel of his Son ; and have been ſet apart for this work jn a folemn man- 
ner by faſting and prayer, and moſt of them alſo with impoſition of hands. 
And they that having the internal Call, are ſeparared and fer apart by 

ing and _ for the work of the Miniſtry, are ſent out by God to 
preach the Goſpel, A. 13.'2, 3, 4. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 
and Sawl, for the work whereunto I bave called them, And when they bad faſted 
and praytd, and laid their bands on them, they ſemt them away. So they bring 
ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed. 

3- They prove themſelves to be true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt by preach- 
ing the word of truth. There is nothing contrary to found rine in 
what teach and yoann unto the proph This was the way by which 
the Apoſtle proved himſelf a true Miniſter , by preaching the word of 
truth, 2 Cor. 6. 4. 7. But in all things approving your ſeluts as the Minijlirs of 
God, by the word-of truth, And 'thus Jobs my proved Qhriſt ro be ſent 
of God, becauſe he preached Gods word, 7ob. 3. 34. For br whom God bath 
ſent, ſpraketh the words of God. Such as being ſeparared to the work of the 
Minifiry, do teach the truth, and preach ſound Dottrine, are good Mj- 
niſters of Jefus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 4.6. 1f thou put the Brethren in remembrance of 
theſe things, thou ſhalt br'a good Miniftty f Feſus Chrift, nouriſhed up #n the 
words of faith and good doftrint, whernunts thou baft attained, : 

4. God hath given evidence to the truth of their Call ro the Miniſtry 
by the converſion of many ſouls, They have been inſtrumental ro turn 
many fouls from darkneſs to light, amd from , the power of Satan to God z 
and alfo to edifie and build ap' fuch as are converted. When there were 
ſome that queſtioned, wherher Pay! were a true Apoſtle 3 he proves him- 
{If ro- be 2 trife "Apoſife,” by the fucceſs God had given his Miniſtry in 
the converſon of the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 9. 1,2. Am 1 not 'an Apoſtle? Ave 
not 
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& you wy work in the Lord ? If 1 am not an Apoſtle to others, yit doubtliſs 
an unto you, for the ſtal of mint Apoſtleſhip are yt in the Lord. 

 $. The e that do feel the want of rhe word, and defire to be in- 
ruſted in —_ life and falvation, do call upon them to preach the 
word to them. We read of Paz!, that he concluded affuredly that God cal- 
led him to preach the Goſpel in Macedvniz, becauſe he ſaw a man in a vi- 
ſion, calling to him, Come over into Macedonia 2nd help us, AF. 16. 9, 10. There 
are mulritudes of people that call out to theſe men, Come and help us, 
Why may they nor thence aſſuredly gather, that the Lord hath called them 
ro preach to them, being fuch as are duly qualified, and have beech ſer apart 
for the work of the Miniſtry, _ 

0bj. Theſe- men were not ordained ro the work of the Miniſtry by the 
Biſhops, and therefore are no true Miniſters. 

Anſw. 1. The Minifters of the French and Dutch, and ſeveral other Re- 
formed Churches, have no other Ordination than by Presbyters ; yet are 
their Churches owned by moſt Proteſtants for rrue Churches, and their Mi- 
niſters for true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Many of the Nonconformifts were ordained by Biſhops, yer theſe 11for- 
mers proſecute them with as great fury as they do others, making no di- 
ſtin&1on berween them. 

3- Thoſe whoſe cauſe I plead, that were not ordained by Biſhops , were 
ſer __ ro the work of the Miniſtry with faſting and prayer by the Elders 
of other” Churches. And it is contrary to the” judgment of many learned 
Biſhops, and* great Aſſertors of Epiſcopacy, to deny thoſe to be true Mi- 
niſters that were ordained by Presbyters, becauſe they had not Epiſcopal: 
Ordination. For divers inſtances might be given out of their Writings, 
whereby it appeareth they did allow Ordination by Presbyrters ro be valid 
and lawful; eſpecially in ſuch caſes as Ordination could not be had by 
Byhops, and 4» Eccltfa turbati 5 which is the caſe of ſeveral of theſe Mi- 
niſters, they were ſet apart to the work of the Miniſtry when Biſhops were 
Raid afide in the Natzon, and when the Nation and Church were in great 
troubles. 1 will mention two or three. Archbiſhop Sporfwood in his Hiſto- 
ry of Scotland, lib, 7. p. 514. makes mention of three Biſhops that cawe 
ont of Scotland to be Conſecrated in England ; « when the time and place 
« for the Conſecration was agreed on, a Queſtion in the mean time was 
«moved by Dr. Andrews Eiſtop of Ely, touching the Conſecration of the 
« Scottiſh Ts who as he (azd muſt firſt be ordained Presbyters, as ha- 
« ying received no Ordination from a Biſhop. The Archbiſhop of Canter- 
_<«< þzry, Dr. Bancroft, who was by, maintained that thereof there was no 
« neceſſity, ſeeing where Eiſhops could nor be had, the Ordination given 
« by the Presbyrers muſt be eſteemed lawful: Otherwiſe that it might be 
« doubred', If there were any lawful vocation in moſt of the Retormed 
«Churches. This applauded too by the other Biſtops, Ely acquieſced, and 
« at the day, and in the place appointed, the three Scottiſh Biſbops were 

Confecrated: 


« ; Dr. Prideauz who was Profeſior of Divinity in Ox/ord, and: 
afterward a Biſhop, hath this paſſage in his Diſputations, De Diſciplina Ec- 
clefie ;, Preshjterum Presbyteros ordinars poſſe , preſertim deficientibus Epiſcopis 
comedies cum Semtentiarim Magiftro' ſanior Pars Scholaſticorum, That a Prebyter 
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may Ordain Presbyrers, eſpecially where there are no Eiſhops, is granted b 
the Maſter of Sentences, ar he rnder parr of the hone. E 
4- Theſe Miniſters were ſet apart to the- work of the Miniſtry by the 
Elders of other Churches ; and in Scripture-a Biſhop and at Elder are all 
one ; ſo that they were: Ordained by ſuch as the Scripture calleth Bibops, 
though not by Dz/oceſan Biſhops. The clearing of this, that Biſhops and 
Elders were ail one in Scripture account, will conceive give 4 an- 
ſwer to this Odje&ion, To this purpoſe let theſe Scriptures be well-weigh'd ; 
Att. 20.17, 28. And from Miletus be ſent and called the Elders of the Church of 
Epheſus. And ſpeaking to theſe Elders he ſaith, Take heed to your ſilves, 
and to all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, The 
ſame perſons ,whom-he calls wes fSUrepes in the 17th verſe, he calls ga4g- 
xd in the 28th verſe; whence 1t may be inferred, that Elders and Biſhops 
are the ſame in Scripture-ſenſe, So alſo, Phil. 1.1. Paul and Timotheus the 
ſervants of "Frſus Chriſt, to all the Saints in Chriſt Jiſus which are at Philipps, 
with Biſbops and Deacons. Pareus obſerves in his Commentary on this place, 
That in the Apoſiles times, all the Miniſters of the Goſpel were called 
Biſhops ; becauſe the Apoſtle mentions ſeveral Biſhops as well as Deacons 
in one Church ; and concludes, that though after-ages made a diſtintion, 
yer by Divine right and Apoſtolical prattice a _—_ and Presbyrter were 
all one. His words are theſe, Apparet hinc tempore Apoſtolorum nomen Epiſcops 
fuiſſe onnibus Evangelii doftoribus commune 3 quia plurts uni Ectleſie Epiſcopos, 
uti &+ Diacomns tributt Ayoftolus, Epijcopas igitur & Presbytey jure Divino & 
Apoſtolica conſuttudine idem eft, Tit. 1. 5, 7. For this cauſe leſt I thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſit in order the things that ave wanting, and ordain Elders in 
every City, as I appointed thee and then ver. 6. he gives qualifications of 
an Elder, and then adds, ver. 7. For a Biſhop - muſt be blameliſs, Whom he 
calls an Elder jn ver. $. he calls a Biſhop ver. 9. And if a Biſhop and an 
Elder were not all one, what coherence would there be in the Apoſtles 
Diſcourſe, to tel! him he left him to ordaip Elders in every City, and what 
manner 'of perſons rhey muſt, be ; and then to. add, for 4 Biſhop mnſt be 
blemeleſs. And that this is no novel incerpretation, .I may produce ſeveral 
Anthors. © As judicjovs Caluin, Locus bi abunde docet 5 nullum ifſe Presbyteri 
& Epiſ-opi diſerimen, Johan. Piſcator. Schol. v. 7, Ez bic nominat Epiſcopyn, 
quem v. 5, nominaverat Presbyterum. Hierome alſo, who was born about the 
year 342, and dyed about the year 420, gives in full and clear evidence 
to this; that in the rime of the Apoſiles a Biſbop and a Presbyter were 
"all one. And Plorde! hath written a large and learned Trentiſe to defend 
' Hirron''s aſertion, De primitiva Epij:ops. & Preshyteri igoTinlea ,. [i% terins 
Tev]{]n]: , concerning the equality, or more truly the identity of a Biſhop 
and a Pre:byrer in rhe primitive times; wherein he proves, that Hirrome 
did neither imprudently aſſert that which was inconſiſtent with rrych; 
nor impudently affirm that which, was contrary to ,the pradtice of .the 
' Church,” nor miſled by prejudice , _ affrm char which was . contrary. to 
© the Scripture ; by the reſtimony_ and prattice of very learned men.in- ſe- 
veral. Apes of che Church. To whoſe claborate Treatiſe, ing $57 pong 
po ſententia" Himonari de Fpiſcopis &+ Prechyteris ;, 1 refer the. Reader for his 
further fatisfaRion. Beſides the reſfimonics of particular perfons, I mij; 
: a” P 00 men- 
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mention the judgment of whole Aſſemblies of learned and judicious men 
met together on purpoſe ro debate matters of Religion, who have aſerred 
the equality of power and authority between all the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
As for. inſtance; The confeſſion of Faith compiled by the National Synod 
of the Reformed Churches jn France in the year 1559. And confirmed by a 
Natienal Synod, 1571. hath this paſſage. At. 50. Credimus omnts wires pes 
ſtores ubicungque locorum collocati ſurrint, exdem &+ equals inter ſt poteſlate ofſe pre- 
ditos ſub unico illo capite, ſumnmoque & ſolos witverſali Epiſcopo Teſs Chriſto ; ac 
proinae null; Eccliſie licere fibi in aliam imperium aut dominationtm tin/jzive. The 
Synod of Dort in their Confeſſion of Faith , publiſted 1619. At. 31, 
Quantum vero attinet divint verbi Minifhros, ubicunque locoram ſunt , - eandem 111 
poteſt atem & authoritatem babent ;, ut qui omnes ſunt Ch: iti unici illius Fajſcopi 
univerſalis, wiicique capitis Ecclefie Miniftri, 


CHAP. II. 


Arguments drawn out of the Scriptures to convince the In+ 
formers and their Adherents, of the evil of their ways. 


ſtrate the greatneſs and horrible nature of their Sin , who go to the 
Aſſemblies where theſe Miniſters of Chriſt, called by the name of 
Non-conſormiſts, do pray to the God and Father of our Lord [eſus Chriſt, and 
preach the Goſpel to them that are mer. rogether, and if they find them 
either praying or preaching, they procure Officers to interupt them, while 
they are worltipping God, and cauſe their Aſſemblies ro be broken ; or 
elſe go and make Oath againſt them, and cauſe them to be fined in great 
ſums of Money , and get out Warrants to Diſtrain and take away their 
Goods from them. | 
1. Theſe Informers are guilty of perſecuting righteous men for righteouf- 
neſs ſake , and to perſecute righteous men for righteouſneſs ſake, is an 
horrible Sin ; which will appear evidently from ſeveral Scriptures. 1 will 
inſtance in three or four, Matt. 23. 34, 35. Brhold, 1 ſend unto you Prophits, 
and Wiſemen and Seribes, and ſome of them ye ſhall kill, and crucifie , and jome of 
them ye ſhall ſcourge in your Synagoguts, and perſtcute them from City to City, that 
xp0n you rom: all the rightrous blood ſhed wpon the earth, from the blasd of 
rightrous Abel, wito the: blood of Zachgrias, whom ye ſlew between the Por 
and tht Altar, Obſerve here , Perſecution involves a man in the guilr of 
righteous blood, in the guilt of all the righteous blood that hath been ſhed 
upon the carth fince the world ſtood, which, if it were-well conſidered and 
believed, and laid to heart , were enough to fill the hearr of theſe men with 


unſpeakable horror, Pf. 69. 22, 23, 242. 25, 26, 27, 28, Lit their Table be- 
come 


T's: things being premiſed, I ſhall now by ſeveral Arguments demon- 
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tom 4 ſnare bifore them; and that whith ſhould birve been for thely welfare becomt & 
tray, Tet their ey's bt davkentd, that they ſee not, and mabe thrir teins continually 
to ſhale. Por o:t thint indip tation won them, an4 tet thy wrathſul anger tabs bold 
of them. Let their habitation br deſolate, and let none doell in their tents. For 
they pirſeciite him whom thou-baſft ſmitten, and they talk to the grief of bim, whom 
thou haſt wounded. Add iniquity to thety iniquity, and let them not come into thy 
righteouſne. Let thim be blotted out of the book of th! living, and mot be 
written with the righteous. Obſerve here, 

1. A Catalogue of dreadful curſes, fuch as may* make a mans ears tingle 
to hear of them, 

2,” The Perſons againſt whom, and the canſe for which they are denounced, 
and they are ſuch as perſecute the people of God, for this very Sin of perſe- 
Cuti2n, t. 26, For thiy prrſecute him, &c, 

3. The perſon that imprecates, or (as ſome) by a Spirit of Propheſic 
foretells what ſhouid befall Verſecutors_, and that was D.rid, who in this 
Pſalm, repreſents and perſonates our Lord Jeſus : And fo we may look upon 
It, as our Lord Jeſus curſing, and foretelling what curſes ſhould come upon 
thoſe that ſtovld perſecute him and-his members. Now let us ccn{ider 
what theſe curſes are, which D2v47, or rather our Lord Jeſus foretells, ſhould 
come upon Perſecutors. Their bleſſings ſhall be curſed, their table ſhall be 
they ſnare, aud th:t which (Gould haug been therr welfare become a trap, Ye 22» 
Their eyes (hall be darkned, that 1s, they ſhall be Chitten” with ſpiritual 
blmdnefs, and” rhejr lojns ſhall hake © contmually 3 that is, they ſhail be as 
unable for any good work, as a man whoſe Ioins ſhake continually ; or clſe 
a guilty Conſcience (all make them ſhake for fear, even. where no fear 15, 
7. 28, God will pour out his indignation upon them ; pouring our ſignifies 
the abundance of wrath, as when the clonds are ſazd to pour down rain , it 
mnpie abundance of rajn ; and his wrathful anger fall take hold of them , 
it ;}Þall noronty fall upon them but abide, and take Tich hold as they ſhall 
nat get from it,* 7-24. God will give them up to their hearts luſts, and 
piih!'h this,Sin. by letting them go on in their Sins , by ' adding one Sin to 
ahother, which 1s a fore ,udgment. And will not tet them come into his 
r;z8hteoyſnefs ;. that is, will let them dye in their Sins, will nor let them 
partake of his mercy and favout , will: not-ler them have any ſhare of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, v. 25. They ſhall be cyroff from the 'land of rhe 
living, atid. have no part withthe riphteops in- the world to: come, .v. 27. - 
God. wilt viſt their fatilics 'avd poſterity with' deſolating judgments, 
&, #5. This ſhall be the ,partron'of them thar ptiſeonte the members of rhe 
Lord Jeſus, )f they continue in this Sm without: repentance, See anorher 
Tripture, P 7.13. He ontaineth bis' arrows againſt the perferutors, And' wo” 
w thoſe men agaihſt whom the great God, "the -Lord of Hoſts, 
ordaineth his arrows. And whereas "he faith not 'his Arrow ; but he 
ans pI AP ITO CN [45s nb It Fey <a that God —_ 

veral ors of "jc Ss jt frore for" Perfecutors,* bo - Jhagnrenies in'this- 
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"Tr ma Ju will fay, "we fee PetſEcurors of righteon}mets(arwin a very 
drexdfuf condition bur we hope we are not ky of this great Sin of = 
leciubn"by our moleſting theſe men. jn their meetings , and cauſing , 
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goods to be taken from .thetn. Did we hale them to Priſons, or cauſe them 
to be put todeath., then we might juſtly be called Perſecutors ; but ſeeing 
we do. not take away. their lives, bur their goods, we hope we are no 
Perſccutors. _ 

An. 1.. All injuries done wittingly te, righteous men, cither in word or 
deed , eſpecial! when they are troubled for righteouſneſs ſake, are perſecu- 
tions. 1%marl did not offer any violence io the life, perſon , or eſtate of 
Iſaac ; Be did but mock him, . Gen, 21. 9. yet he 1s charged with perſecuting 
Iſaac. Gal. 4. 29. Big 45 then be that was born aſter the fleh, poiotcd ham 
4#hat was born aſter the Spirit, cven jo it 8s non. Job's friends did nor afflict his 
body, nor-touch his eſtate , nor diſturb him at bis devotion; only they 
grieved his Spirit by their reproaches, and uncharitable cenſures of him, 
and they are charged with the guilt of perſecution. 7ob. 19,21,22. Have pity yon 
me,have pity upon me,Oh y! my Page the hand of God 1th tou:b:id me,why do ye 
perſecute me, &c, Davi i ſpeaking of his Perſecutors, tells us one way whereby 
they. perſecuted him, was by talking and (peaking thoſe things which cauſed 
him grief. P/. 6g 26, They perſecnt? him whom thou baſt ſmitten, and talk tothe 
grief of them, whom thoy baſt wownded, It uncharitable cenſures, reproaches, 
{coffs, be a degree of perſecution ; how can you waſh your hands from the 
guile of this Sin, who call their meeting to worſhip God by reproachful 
terms, who diſturb them in their devottons ; carry them before Magiſtrates, 
and cauſe their goods to be taken from them ? 

2. Though you do not take one drop of blood from theſe men, yer if 
you hate them, and what you do to them proceed our of hatred ; then are 
you Murtherers in God's account, and ſhall have no inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God, x ob. 3. 15. #boſoever bateth bis Byother is a muctherey ,- and 
you bnow no murtherty bath tternal life abiding in bin. As unchaſt luſls are 
adultery in God's. account , and he that luſteth after a wamzn though 
he never touch her, hath committed adultery with her in his hcarr, 
Mat. $. 28. So malicious ations are Murther, and he that hateth his bro- 
ther, though he offer no violence to his life, hath miurthered him in. his 
heart : I will nor charge Wo with hatred , T leave that to God, and your 
own. Conſciencesz But This I will fay, I cannot underſtand how youc 
atings are conſiſtent with love : For love worketh no ill to bis Neighbour, 
Rom. 13. 10. 

3- By taking away their livelyhood whereby their lives are preſerved , 
you are guilty before God of taking away rota For z; For a mans livelyhood 
15 in Scripture accounted his life ; elſe what means that Scripture, D:ut.24. 6. 
No man ſhall tabs the nether or the upper-milſtone to pledge, {or be tabith a mans 
life to pledge ? Why ts the taking the upper or . nether milſtone to pledge, 
the taking a- mans life to pledge ; but Locale it 1s the taking that which is 
the means of preſerving his life by procuring him a livelyhood? 

4. By hindring them in the exerciſe of their Miniſtery, you take away that 
whictr is as dear to them. as their lives, Ad 20. 24. But none of theſe things 
mous, me, neither count 1 my life dear to my ſelf, ; ſo. that 1 might finiſh my cane 
with joy, and the  Miniſtery "which 1 have. rectiyed of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtifre 
the Goſpel of the grace of God. IP 

;-$ You have cauſe to fear leſt a worſe Sin than blood be laid to your 
C 2 charge. 
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charge. What's that ? what is worſe than blood ? The. loſs and ruine of” 
immortal Souls, who poſſibly might have obtained Salvation, had nor yow 
broken up the meetings where went ro attend, when now they may 
become a prey to erroneous perſons, and be ſwallowed up of Satan, who 
gocth about like a roaring Lion ſeeking whom he may devour. Scattered 
ſheep are in danger to bea prey to wild' beaſts : Exh. 34. 4, 5- With ſorce and 
with cruelty ye bave ruted them. And they were ſcattered becauſe there is no Shepberd, 
and they be:2me meat to all the beaſts of the firld ,_ when they were ſcattered, And 
m the cighth and tenth Verſes : The Lord ſwears by his life, that ſeeing his 
Flock was become a prey and meat to every beaſt of rhe field, he would re- 
quire his Flock at their hands, that had been the cauſe of their ſcattering, 

0bj, 2. But we do not look upon theſe as righreous men, if we did we 
would-not moleſt them. 

Anſ. Though you do not , yet if God'owns and accepts them as righteous, 
this will not excuſe your Sin. Thavc in part anſwered this already, and ſtall 
do it mare fully, Ch.. 3. Plex 1ſt. 

Obj. 3. We do not puniſh them for righteouſneſs ſake, bur for keeping 
Conventicles , which-1s a thing we hate. | : 

Anſ. 1, The work you find them at when you come to their meetings, is: 
Praying to God in the name of Jefus Chriſt, giving God thanks, Preaching 
and Hearing Gad's holy Word ; and for theſe things you go and informs 
againſt them, and' raiſe Perſecution againſt them. What is , If this be not 
perſecuting men for righteouſneſs ſake ? For Praying, Preaching and Hearin 
the Woerd of God are Duties commanded by God, as was prov 
before. And God's commands are all righteouſneſs, P/. 119. 72. AY thy 
Commandments are vighteoufneſls. So that when men are , perſecured for 
theſe things that are commanded of God, they are perſecuted-for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake. 

2. Whar do you mean by keeping Conventicles ? If you take Conventicles: 
as Mitbew deſcribes' a Conventicle when it is taken in an ll ſenſe, Pro 
convents ſeditioſomrum & ſceleratorum ; For a meeting of Seditious and wicked 
men ; Theſe men whom you perſecute , abhor Conventieles taken in this 
ſenſe as much, and'it may be more than you PÞ- And if you call the 
Afemblies of theſe men Conventicles in this fenſe, you are guilty of 
reproaching the ſervants and the ways of the living God ; and' fo commir 
a double Sin, the one in reproaching, the other in moleſting them while- 
clicy are ſerving the Lord. REmember there is a wo to them that call 
good evil, If. 5. 20. 

3- If the privacy of their meeting be that which you ſtike a Conventicle; 
then you will find the Diſciples of Chriſt at a Conventicle , and Jeſus Chriſt 
in the midſt of them ſpeaking-peace to them. Joh. 20. 19. Then the ſame 
day at evening, being the firſk day 1 the weth , when the doors were ſhut; 
where the Diſciples were aſſembled for fray of the Jews, came Fiſus and ſtood in' 
the midſt, = ſaith unto them, Peace br wito you Here is a private Aſſembly 
of the Diſciples, they mer m the evening, thejr doors were ſhuc for fear 
of the Jews, And Chriſt Jeſus honoured this peinnh meeting with his pre- 
ſence, he came to-them, he ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſaid, Peace be 
4229-y0u. He did not chide them, and fay, Sirs, what do you here? why do+ 

, you . 
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not meetin the Synagogue ? why do you ſhut the doors 7 But ſpeaks 
_ unto them. Let thoſe conſider whether they be led by the Spirit of 

hriſt, who if they hear of che ſervants of Chriſt met together, with the 
doors ſhur, for fear of their Enemies ; Cry out, 4 Conventicle , a Conven- 
ticle, and load them with reproaches, and ſtir up trouble and perſecution 
againſt ther, 

2. Arg. Thoſe Informers do offend thoſe little ones- that believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt.. And that is ſuch a dangerous fin, that a man had better have a mil- 
ſtone hang about his neck, and be caft into. the depths of. the Sea, than to 
offend the leaſt and meaneſt of 'all thoſe that believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Mutt. 18. 6. whoſo ſhall offend one of thiſe littit ones that belitu? in mz, it wert 
better for bim that a mnuljtore were hang about bis nich, and th.t be wire 
drowned in the depth of the Sea. Obſerve here, 

1, What a dangerous fin it is to offend the meaneſt perſon that believeth 
Ow Chriſt ; ſuch a man had better have a milſtone hung about his neck 
and be drowned in the deprhs of the Sea. Ifa man were caſt into the depth 
of the Sea, though he had no __ upon him, though he had great $kill 
in ſwimming, he would certainly be drownedz- But if- a- man had a great 
ſtone, a milſtone tyed about his neck and were caſt into the depths of the 
Sea, he would fink ſuddenly and violently to the bottom of. the Sea, and 
it would not be in the-power of his friends- to recover. him again. And 
who would te-in this mans condition to. gain the whole world ? Yet they 
that offend them that believe in Chriſt, are in a worſe condition than 
*fuch a-man as is drowned in the deepeſt place in the Sea with a milſtone 
about his neck ; for ir 1s not ſaid, it were equally good , bur ir 
were better for him to have a milſtone hung about his neck , and be 
_ in the midſt of the Sea, than offend thoſe that believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

2. The Nature of the fin ; It is not ſaid whoſoever ſtall kill them , who-« 
ſoever ſhall impriſoh them , but whoever ſhall offend them. 

3- The perſon offending that is.put in this evil condition by his offence. 
Every one whoever he be that ſhall offend, #hoſo [ball offend. Ir reacheth all 
perſons in all ages and generations, of all ranks and conditions, 

. The perſons whom it 1s ſo dangerous to offend, and they are ſuch as 
beheve in Jeſus Chriſt, any one of: them, even the leaſt and meaneſt of 
them ; #whoſo ſhall offin4 one of thiſe little onis which belizut in me. Now 
there are 1n theſe Aſſemblies to which the Informers come , and againſt 
whichhey raiſe up perſecution ,  mary-that do belicve in Jeſus Chriſt. 
They do all of them profeſs Faith in Jeſus- Chriſt, and many of them 
do by their works ſhew forth their Faith, and give good evidence thac 
they do from their hearrs believe on the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It remains 
row to be proved that theſe 1rformers, and thoſe that- joyn with them, 
are guilty of offending ſack” as believe in Chriſt ; which «will cafly be 
manifeſted, if we do but underſtand what is meant here by- Offending one 
of theſe little ones which believe on Jeſus -Chriſt. By Offending, we arc 
here to underſland, as T conceive , whoſo ſhall offer any do any: 
injury, whoſo ſhall aff it or trouble the leaſt or meaneſt of thaſe which 
beheve in Jeſus Chriſt. And that this is the genuine ſenſe and meaning 
of this place maybe | 1; From + 
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-1. From the coherence of the werds'with what goes before: To offend 
* here is oppoſed to receiving, vr. $1 rp 1% receive one ſuch little child 
in my name, vctioeth me. But whoſo ſhall 'offtnd ont” of #hiſe little ones that 
believith in me;&c. Now by receiving is meant, all kind of benefits that are 
for Chriſt's ſake beſtowed an ſuch perſons , as Grot/us well obſerves, Yox 
Sexe%, que proprie boſpitalitatem notat, b:c pro omni bintficiorum genere accip;- 
tuy.- And offending being brought in by way: of oppoſition to receiving as 
the particle Byt ſhews ; 4mplyeth all kind of wrongs and injuries that arg 
done to ſuch as believe on Chriſt. 

2, The Greek word' gxarSaaite, which is here rendred to Offend, is 
explained by Learted' Authors m this ſenſe; rlamely , ro offer wrong or 
mjury toa man. #arinns oxorSanien txpoitt vEizu. And Maidnzate oh- 
ſerves out of Chryſofteme upon this place, Srandatizare bor loco non ift uf alias, 
malum' prebere txemplums,' Sed injuria afficere. Our Lord Jeſus uſing this word 
of his Diſciples being offended, jnterprers their being offended tro be their 
being ſcatrered from him, when 7»dzs came with Officers and Soldiers to 
appreher:d him ;*they being afraid rhey ſtovld faffer alſo , were feartered 
and difperfed' 6re from another, Matt:' 26, 21. Then ſaith Zeſus unto them, All 
ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me- this night x, for it is written, I will fmite the 
ſhepherd, and the (htep of the flock ſhall be ſcattered abroad. If Offending be 
taken for ſcattering abroad, how doth this fall in with the praftice of theſe 
Inſormers, when they come with Officers and Soldjers, and feire upon thoſe 
that'are Preaching the Word of God, and ſcatrer and diſperfe the ſheep of 
the flock ? are nor they guilty - of offending thoſe little ones that believe 
in Chriſt-? | 

' 3. This Interpretation, that a man had Hetter have a milſtone hung about 
his neck-and- be drowned in the depth of the Sea, than tooffer any wrong 
or bring trouble and aff.ition upon the meaneſt of thoſe that believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, is agreeable to other places of Scripture , which ſer our 
the greatneſs and danger of their fin, who. ſhall preſume in their hearts 
ro. affi or 'wrong any perſon though never ſo mean, though a deſofate 
widow; thouph a fatherlefs child, fuch as can't plead their -own cauſe, and 
have none* other to plead for them. Exod. 22. 22, 23, 24. Te ſhall not 
ali any widow or ſatherleſs child. If thou affiift them in any wiſe, and they 
cry at all wito mit, 1 will ſurely beay their cry. And my wrath fhall wax hot , 
and 1 will bill you with the ſword, and your wivts ſhall be widon's and your 
children fatherlift, © God is greatly offended with ſuch as affi& others. 
Mark the words! Yr ſhall not- afflitt any* widow or fatherleſs child. It's not 
faid widows and fatherlefs children ; but any widow or fatherlefs child. It 
75 not WG if thon afflit them greatly, but if tho afid them "in anvy wiſe. 
It is not ſaid, if they cry mightily, bur” if they cy at all unto me, It is nor 
faid, mine anger ſtall be kindled, bur my anger ſtalf wax hot, and I will 
kifl you with the (word, Now it's an aggravation of - our ſn , when thoſe 
whom we affii& are gracious perſsns, ſich as "believe, in Jeſus Chriſt; If 
Moſes thet# tot the Jews,” that it they, did"1n- any Wiſe affii& any widow or 
fatherſefs ng Gos nger” | would wax, hor” againſt them , and. he would 
kilf them with. the fword.” *Out Lardrfen might well ſay, whoſo ſhall 
offend oneof theſe little ones thar' believe" in me, jr were better for his, 
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that a milſione were hung about his neck, and he were drowned in the depth 
of the Sea, Now theſe, I1formers , do not only offend and bring aff.i&1on 
npon one or two; bur upon whole Aſſemblies of rhoſe that believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt. And though they confider it not now, yet at the day of Judgmenr 
when they muſt appear before Jeſus Chriſt, ro give him an account of all 
things done in the body ; they (Fall wiſh that ar fuch times as they went to 
break up and moleſt rhe Aſſemblies of the ſervants of Chriſt,” a milſtone had 
been hung about their necks, and they had been drowned in the, depth of 
the Sea. | 

If any one ſhall not acquieſce in this Interpretation, but ſF-all contend 
for another ſenſe of the words; namely, that by offending is meant cauſing 
to offend ; though this ſeems not agreeable ro the context ; yet even this 
Interpretation will reach the 1»formers allo. For they cauſe mary to offend 
by their practiſe : As, | 

1. "They bring down Officers , ſome of which are not ſatzshed. in their 
Conſciences to moleft theſe meetmgs ; yet.rheir Eaith 'being not ſtrong 
enough ro withſtand the temptation , they are enſnared by theſe men tO 
wound their own Conſciences by {f:nning againſt the light of their Conſct- 
ences. 

2. They lay a ſtumbling-block before the weaker Chriſtians that frequenr 
thoſe Aſſemblies ro ſay and do irregular things to preſerve rhemiclves 
From ſufferings. : | 

3. By ſcatrering and diffipating theſe Aſſemblies, rhey expoſe weak per- 
ſons to be led away by erroneous perſons , who Iye in wait for ſuch occa- 
Fons as theſe are to draw them into, their nets. 

3 Arg. Forbidding thoſe to preach the Goſpel who are called of God 
ro that work, 1s an exceeding great fin both againſt God, and againſt man. 
The grearneſs of this fin js ſer forth by the Apoſile, 1 Theſl. 2. 16. For- 
bidding us to ſprah to the Gentiles that thiy might be ſaved, Ito, fell 1p. thiiv 
fins alway , for nvath is come upon them to te uttiymoſt. Here, are: ſeveral 
things tm this, and the former verſe that aggravate the ſin of-rheſe Jews, 
that did forbid the Miniſters of Chrift to preach to the Gentiles. 

1. They are ranked with thoſe bloody perſons that had killed the Lord 
Teſus , .and their own Praphers . as' being of the ſame race and of the 
ſame Spirit. We do nor read of any Prophet killed by thoſe Jews, thac 
were then living ; yet the Apoſtle fairh ,. rheſe Jews that forbade the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel had killed their own Prophets, becauſe they were one 
Sprrit with them, that killed Chriſt ;, who both killed che -Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and their own Prophets: 

2, Theſe Jews who forbade the preaching of the Goſpel, are branded with 
this nbre*, Th'y pira's not Gor,” and are contrary to all min. Erant vere 
Jeorvy#s, as Grotins faith on the place. They were right uwrody gary, 45 
another ſaith. ' They were haters of God and -men,. ., 

3- Their fin 1s further ſer out by rhe perſons whom they forbade 3 Forbis- 
ai"g, a5 Pau! was cafled by Jeſus Chriſt, to he a, Miniſter of the. Goſpel, 
vim. 1 1 thank Chrift Trſus our Lord, who bath enabled mi, {ar (that be 
coguted me faithſu{ putting me into the Miniſtxy.. Att. 26. 13. 1 baus appeared 
ito thee to this prrpoſe, to mabe thes a Mites, The perſons whom they 
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. forbade Preaching, were the faithful Miniſters of Jefus Chriſt , who were 


-called of God to preach the Goſpel. ; 

4- Their ſm in forbidding to-preach the Goſpel, 1s further aggravated by 
this, that it hindereth the Salvation of Immortal Souls. Forbidding us to 
preach to the Gentiles that they might be ſaved. This 1s the greateſt injury” 
and hurt that can be done'by any man, to hinder his eternal Salvation. . To 
'kill his body is a crying fin, which haſtens the vengeance of God; yet ir 
is not ſo' great a damage to a man as to hinder faving of his Soul; 
I ſhall mention ſome paſſages our of Dr. Slatrr's Comment on this Text : 
« Forbidding us © (peak, that is, to preach unto the Genriles, ſo proying 
'« themſelves, Hoſtes bymani generis, contrariant, enemies to all men. Soare 
-<« they all ro be reputed, that hinder preaching of the Goſpel, as capiral 
'©< enemies of mankind : Needs any proof ? They deprive us of the greateſt 
© pood, are enemies in the things that nearlieſt concern us. The Goſpel 
<< 15 God's power to Salvation, And fides ex aztits, how ſhall they believe 
<« without preaching ? And how be ſaved without believing ? Of other Per- 
< ſecutors, ſaid our Saviour, they can but kit the , theſe are means 
© to caſt body and ſoul into hell; by keeping from the means of 
& Salyation. And afterward draws this inference ; If our Age and Nation 
© have and ſuffer any of this kind of enemics and oppofites to the eternal 
« good of men ; of whom we may-ſay as Chriſt of the Phariſees, They 
<< have taken away the key of know , neither emtring themſelves, nor 
<- ſuffering thoſe that would ; let them with whom St. Paul yokes them, 
& even with the obſtinare ſhedders of our Saviour's blood, who veither 
a > God, nor love any man. What vengeance God hath in ſtore for 
© (uch; I had rather themſelves ſhouſd ſeriouſly confider, than give us 
* occaſjon to mention; But if the Lord, would admit of no recompence 
« for the blood of the body , but the blood of the ſlayer z how much 
<« ſorer vengeance hath he in ſtore for thoſe, that taint themſelves with the 
*. Hoodof Souls ! It cryeth louder than the blood of Abel. 

$. The forbidding to preach the Goſpel did fill up the meaſure of their 
fins, and fo did ripen them for deſtrudtion; when the meaſure 
of a perſons or natzons fins are full, they are ripe for deſtruſtion, Gen. 1 5.16. 
Rev. 16. 18. 

6. Theſe Jews that forbade the preaching of the Goſpel brought u 
themſelves the wrath of God in as dreadful a manner as ever came ow 
any people under heaven ; wrath #s come upon them to the uttermoſt;, oig Teas 
1s rendred by Eraſmas, Ad textremum, bac eſt, Implacabllis ira Dei. God was 
become implacably angry with them ; which agrees with what is ſaid of 
thoſe that miſufed his Prophets, 2 Chron. 36. 16. The wrath of the Lord aroſe 
againſt his prople , till there was no remely, Yatablus renders it oig Tia, 
in eteram. And the Echiopick Tranſlation, Pervenit ad tos pena eterna. 
Eternal wrath is come uv them 3 God in- his wrath will puniſh them 
eternally. Eftis. gives this ſenſe of the words,  Hic fignificatur 7udeorum 
tanquam « Dt6 retains jufta dereliflio in peccatis, & ſutura damnatio. Here 


4s {;g1rfhied God's righteous leaving the Jews in their fins, and his damning 
them in the world to come. 

We have ſeen that it-15 a' grievous fin both againſt God and Man , 0 
fv opt that 
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that brings wrath to the uttermoſt, to forbid thoſe that are called of God, 
to preach the Goſpel. Now, let us fee whether theſe I1formirs and their 
adherents are guilty of this f.n. That the Miniſters, which ate uſually termed 
Won-corſormiſts, are true Miniſters of Chriſt, called by him to Preach the 
Gaſpel, hath been preved before. Now that theſe 1:ſormers are guilty of 
forbidding theſe Miniſters to Preach the Goſpel, is evident; For, 

1. They do procure Officers to come down to their Aſſemblies, and to 
call ro them to deſiſt from Preaching ; and to make them by force and vio- 
lence to leave off their work, and to ſcatter and diſperſe their 
aſſemblies. p 

2. The way by which the Jews forbade the yery of the Goſpel, 
was raiſing perſecution againſt thoſe that did diſpenſe the Word : 
1 M4 2. 15, 16, And bave perſecuted us, forbidding us to ſpeab to the Gentiles, 
that they might be ſaved. Thus do theſe Informers, they go to the Magiſtrates 
and incenſe them, and cauſe their Meetings to be diſperſed , and rhe Prea- 
chers and Hearers to be fined in great ſums of Meney. 

: The Greek xwava, which the Apoſile uſeth here, *; rendred ſometimes 
to hinder, or let, or withſtand -and oppoſe ; as ____ $2. Aft. 8. 32. 
Aft. x1. 17. ſuchas by their ations ſeck to hinder the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, are under the guilt of forbidding to won z alchough they do noc 
or ſkould not forbid it in words. And thus theſe 1»ſormers forbid the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt preaching, for they do what they can +0 hinder their Meer- 
ings, and ſome of them take great pains to travail up and down to carry 
on their evil deſigns. - 

Though this fin of the gene in forbidding the Miniſters of Chriſt to 
Preach to the Gentiles that they _—_ be faved , was an odious (in ; 
a fin that brought down the wrath of God to the uttermoſt ; yet they 
might have had mahty ſpectous pretences for their ſin, even as theſe Infor mers 
had for theirs (which I ſhall anſwer afterward) which yet did not excuſe 
them, nor keep off the wrath of God from them. I will mention ſome 
of them. As, R 

1. We are not againſt Preaching, we have God's Word read and preacited 
in our Synagogues every SabbatF-day, A. 15. 21. Moſes of old time hath te 
every City them that preach bim ; being yead in the Syn 1gogues every Sabbath- day, 
It is thoſe mens preaching only that we forbid, that conform not to rhe Rites 
and Cuſtoms of Moſrs ; Forbidaing 1s to ſpeak. 

2. Theſe men whom we forbid ro ſpeak, are men prohibired by our 
Rulers to teach in the name of Chriſt, A. 4. 17, 58. Lit us traitly threaten 
them that they ſpeak henceforth no more in this nami, And thiy called them and 
commanded them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of Fiſus, This 
ſtrair charge was given by the Rulers, Elders, Scribes, and the High-prieſts 
metein Council together, v. 5, 6. And conſequently by Authority Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical. 

3- Theſe men do not pnly tranſgreſs the Commandments cf the Rulers , 
but of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Diſciples they profeſs themſelves to be, who for- 
bad their preaching to the Gentiles, Matt. 10. 5,6, Theſe twelve F. ſus [nt 
orth, and commanded them, ſ2ying, Go not in the way of the Gentilts , and ints 
any City of the Samaritans, enter o not, but gorathcr to the loſt Sher) of the bauſe 

» | 
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| 44 Let the Gentiles come to us and be circumciſed , afrer the manner of 
Miſes, and we will receive them, and then they may hear Freaching in our: 
Sg "_ Sabbath-day, and be ſure of Salvarjon : For Salvation is cf 
$-2e Jews, JON. 4- 22. : 

$. The Church of the Jews hath been a glorzous- Church ;: the only viſible 
Church in the world for ſome thouſands of years, and theſe men preaching 
to the Gentiles wilt' djyminiſh the glory of this famous Church. Their 
great Apoſtle teacheth us , that their riches wilt be our diminution, 
Kom. 15. 12. 

6. Hitherto we have had but one Church, and now by their preaching 
to the Gentiles, we are Hike ro have many more Churches-ere&ed. 

7. Theſe men are caſt out of the Synagogue by-the general conſcnt of the 
Jewiſh Church, Job. 9. 22. The Jews bad agreed already, that if any man did 
confeſs be was toe Chriſt, be ſhould br caſt out of the Synagogue. And may 
we not forbid an excomminnicate perſon preaching ? 

8. Neither theſe mpn that preach, nor the Gentiles that hear them, do 
obſerve the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law of Moſes., which the Church 
of God hath obſerved ever fince Moſes gave them to us, Ad. 21. 21. 
They are i»ſormed of thre, that thou teacheſt- all the Jews that are among the 
Gentiles, to ſorſabr Moſes ;, ſaying, that they ought not to circumciſt their chil-- 
d\e1, neither to walk after the cuſtomes. The Jews might have pleaded theſe 
and ſeveral other excuſes for their forbidding the Apoſtles-preaching to the. 
Gentiles ; yet none of theſe did keep off God's wrath from them. And. 
therefore let not the 1-formers ſhrowd themſelves, and ſeek to hide their 
fin under ſpecious prertences ( which ſhall be enquired into more par- 
ticularly afterward); but lay'to” heart the greatneſs: of their ſin in hin- 
dring theſe Miniſters from preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, whereby men 
may be ſaved. : 

4: Are. They that do not receive Chriſt's Miniſters, nor hear their words, 
ſhall bein a worſe conditien than the men of Sodom at the day of Judgment : 
M422, 10. 14, ts. Aid » biſorver ſhall not rective you, nor bray your words , 
when ye depart out of that houſe or city, bY off the duft of your fert ; wivily 1 
ſey unto-you, it fhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrad at 
the day of Judgment than for that city. The men of Sodom and Gomorrah will 
be in a very miſerable condition at the day of Judgment , for they were 
exceeding great ſinners : Ger. 19.13. The men of Sodom were wicked and ſinners 
before the Pord exceeding'y. They were ſuch ſinners as that the Lord rained 
down fire and brimſtone upon ther. And that fire which conſumed the 
men of Sodom, was a forerunner, a declaration, and teſtimony to the world 
of the eternal fire, which they and other impenitene fmaners ſhould ſuffer - 
in the other world : Jude'v;'7. Ewen as Sodom and Gomerrab, and the cities about 
th:m, inlibe manner giving themſelves over to fornication, and going aſter ſtrange 
fldh, te ſet forth for an example ſerine the vengeance of eternal fire. And: 
And yet our Lord Jeſus who beſt” ſtood how -man's caſe ſhall go 
at the day of ] t, in regard he himſelf is the fudge of the world, 
aſſerrs it for an ubted truth, (verily I /ay wito you) that it ſhall'be more- 
tolerable at the day of Judgment, for the Inhabitants of $odow and Gomorrab, 
than for: them that do not receive rhoſe Miniſters whom he ſends; © nap 
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hear the Word they Preach. And if fo, how dreadful will the condition of 
theſe 1nſor mers. and their Adhefxents be at the day of Judgment, who do nor 
only not receive the Miniſters\of Chriſt, nor hear the Word they Preach ; 
but endeavour to ſuppreſs their preaching, and will nor ſuffer thoſe thar 
would hear and embrace them to attend upon their Miniſtery , perſecuting 
them that Preach from houſe to houſe, which is a greater ſn, than barcly 
not to receive the Preachers of the Word ? 

0bj. We do receive Chriſt's Miniſters, and do embrace his Goſpel, although 
we hear not theſe men, neither ſuffer others to hear them ; but do what we 
can to ſuppreſs them. And therefore the fore-mentioned Scripture doth 
not touch us. 

1. Though you receive the Goſpel of Chriſt with your ears, yet your 
oppoſition that you make againſt the Miniſters, ſhews you have not recej- 
ved the Goſpel of Chriſt into your hearts, For this makes the woolf lye 
down with the lamb, and keeps the Aſp and the. Gockatrice from hurtiag 
the ſucking child, 1/44. 11. And makes the briar-to become a mirile-tree, 
and. the thorn a firr-tree, I/ai. 55. 11. 13. 

2. Perſecuting thoſe that preach and hear the Goſpel, is a greater ſin, 
than not to receive the Miniſters of Chriſt, nor hear their words ; And 
if you be one of Thoſe that perſecute the Miniſters of Chriſt , this Scrip- 
ture will do more than touch you; it will take hold of you , and 
fa'l heavier upon you than if all the rocks and mountains were caſt 
upon you. ' . 

5s Arg. The Judgments threatned and executed upon them that by their 
— and betraying the people of God into the hands of their 
enemies have brought them 1nto trouble, do plainly evince the greatneſs of 
the 1nfjormers ſin. T paſs over the, remarkable ] ents that have been 
executed on this generation of men in our days; if any onewould be at the 

ins to make a colle&tion of them, ir might be a warning to others. But 

all wave theſe, and mention gnly ſome examples our of the Scripture, the 
truth whereof is queſtioned by no man, that believerh rhe Scripture to be 
the Word of God. Dorg turned Informer, and informed againſt Abimelech the 
Prieſt, for entertaining David athis honſe, and enquiring -of God for him, 
and giving him Vittnals, and giving him the Sword of Goltab, 1 Sam. 22. 9,10. 
And by this information he fo incenſed S#/, that he ſlew thoſe Prieſts that 
had entertained David, Eur now mark what a grievous curſe fell upon this 
Informer, Pſ. $2. $. God ſhall librwiſe defiroy thee for torr, be ſhall take thee 
away, and pluck thee out of thy 4welling-plact, and rove thee out of the land of the 
living. That this cute 1s denounced againſt Dozg for informing againſt Ab#- 
melech, for entertaining David at his houſe, is evident from the title of the 
Pſalm : 4 Pſaim of David, when Poeg the Edomite came and told Saul , and ſaid 
wite bim, David is come to the bouſe of Abimelech, The curſe denounced againſt 
Doeg is very dreadful, confiſting of theſe branches. | 

1. Erernal deſtrution ; and that from-the hands of God, God ſhall likrwiſe 
deffroy ther far rver. As he had been the deſtruftion of the Lord's Priefts , {o 
God ſhould deſtroy him, but with « more terrible deſtruftion 3 they 
were deſtroyed with a temporal deſtrufiion , but he ſtall deſtroy thee 


for ever. 
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*. God threatens to. take him away, and pluck him from his dwellings 
place, which words ſpeak his anger, yea, hot diſpleaſure, and that is very 
dreadfal. David was afraid that God ſhould deal with him in his anger. 
© Lord rebabe me not in thine anger, neither chaften me in thy bot diſpleaſure. Bur 
as for Boeg, the words ſpeak God to be full of fury againſt him. He ſhalbrake 
thee — and pluck thee our of thy dwelling-place. 

3- Deſtruttion ro him and all that belong tohim. He ſhall root ther out of 
th: land of the living. He ſhall utterly ruinate thee and thine 3 leaving thee 
neither root nor branch ; or the rooting him our of the land of the living, 
may refer to the depriving him of eternal life. Let then the Doegs of our 
age conf'der this dreadful curſe , who if they ſee, or can hear of an houſe 
where the Miniſters of Chriſt are praying to God, or giving the bread of 
life to hungry Souls, they go and tell the Magiſtrates, and get Warrants to 
diſtrain and get away their goods from them. What became of thoſe Ir- 
formers againſt Darie!, who finding him at Prayer, went and accuſed him ro 
the King as a tranſgreſſour of the Law, and got him caſt into the Den of 
Lions? By the juſt judgment of God, theſe men and their wives and chil- 
dren were caſt into the Denof Lions, and rent a-pieces, D42. 6. 11: 13. 24+ 
Theſe 11jormers do the like in our dayes, if they find the ſervants of God 
Praying and Preaching, they go and accuſe them to the Magiſtrate , and get 
them puniſhed ; and' way. they not juſtly fear,- that though they have no 
puniſhment here, the King of Kings will caſt them into a worſe place than 
the Den of Lions ar the day: of Judgment ; ' even inta the bettomleſs par, 
where they, ſhall be tormented of roaring Lions for ever and ever ? Haman 
who informed againſt the Jews, and got a decree to deſtroy them, came to 
# miſerable end, he dyed upon a pair of Gallows ffty foot high. But above 
all otlier examples, 1 would have theſe Informers take notice what befel Judas 
for informing againſt Chriſt. He fell into ſuch a woful condition , that it had 
. been good for him that he had'never been born, Matr. 26. 24. After he had 

betrayed Chriſt, he was in ſuch a diſtreſſed condition, rhat he was weary of 
his life. and' wentaway and hung himſelf , Matt. 27. 5s. After he had hung 
himſeclf,.he fell down headlong and burſt aſunder, and his bowels guſked our, 
Alt. 1. 18. And after he was dead, and his Sonl was out of his body, it was 
earried into hel-torments, v. 25. See Piſce. Now what was it that this Judas 
did to Teſus Chriſt ? he did not accuſe him to Plat, he did not nail him to 
the croſs, he did not thruſt a ſpear into his ſide ; bur this he did, he betrayed 
"him jnto his enemies hands by — who, and where he was. There- 
fore as Chriſt to warn us of Apoſtacy, ſaid,. Remember- Lot's wife. So may I 
ſay to Inſormers, Remember Judas. 
0bj. Why do you tell'us of Zudas ?: he was a damned wretch,we curſe him 

to the pit of hell for betraying our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;. we would have been 
rorn jh pieces, and ſuffered/a thouſand deaths , rather than we would have 
done ſuch an a& as 7idas did 3 we-abhor- Judas as much. as any-man upon 
the face of the earth. |; 2b ©; WIPE" 

Anſ. 1. You do the ſame thing in'effet, as ads did, and in him 
you condemn your ſelves, 'Row. 2. 1.- For our Lord Jeſus accounts. that they 
which perſecure his members. , perſecute him : Af. g. 4, 5. Saul, Sail, why 
grrfecweſt thou me ? Andbt ſaid,. who art-thou-Lord ? And the Lord. ſaid, 5 "y 
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Br ſus-whom thou prrſeciteſt. Saul. did not perſecute Jeſus Chriſt in his own 
perſon , for he was at God's righthand outof Sau/'s reach; but he perſecuted 
the members of Chriſt, and the Lord Jeſus counted himſelf perſecuted in 
che perſecution of his members Y whar 1s done to the leaſt of his members, 
he takes as done to himſelf, Matt. 25.40. Now as Judas did, he was guide 
to them that rook _ Att. 1. 16, He knew the place where Chriſt was, and 
got Officers and Soldiers to go along with him ; ſo do ye, 

2, You are in ſome reſpe&s worſe than Zudas ; for Tu repented of what 
he had done : He made an open confeſſion of his ſin , he made reſtitution of 
the Money he had taken;you do none of theſe things.In ſtead of your repent- 
ing, you glory in your fin , and are more and more hardened in your evil 
courſes Judas did not bring Officers to take Chriſt whilſt he was Preaching 
to the people, or Praying to God : Hedid not diſturb him in his worſt ip ; 
but you-come in the time of Prayer and Preaching the Word, as though you 
neither-feared God, nor regarded Man ; and in a prophane manner ruſh upoa 
theſe men while they are ſerving God. 

. Even thus the Scribes and Phariſces of old ſeemed to diſdain their Fore- 
farthers, killing the Prophets, and faid, If they had lived in their days, they 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the Prophets, and 
they builded their tombs , and garniſhed their Sepulchres , pretending 
to honour them , Matt.. 23. 29, 30. Yet they: killed our Lord Jeſus, 
and the Apoltlcs. 

6 Arg. The very negle&ing ats of mercy towards the Members of Chriſt, 
as not feeding them when they are hungry, not clothing them when they are 
naked; the not-viſiting' them when they are f:.ck and in priſon, will cauſe the 
Lord Jeſus to-caſt men among the devils, into the lake that burneth with 
fireand brimſtone, Matt. 25. 41, 42, 43, 44, 45+ To take away by violence 
the food and the rayment of the Members of Chriſt, is a grearer fin , than 
not to feed them when they are hungry, and not to cloth them when the 
arenaked. To throw them into Priſons, and thereby to impair their heal 
is a greater ſin, than not to viſit them when ſick or in priſon. If they ſhall 
be curſed by Jeſus Chrift, and be caſt intoeverlaſting fire among the Devils, 
who do not feed, cloath, and vifit the Members. of Chriſt, when hungry, 
fick, and in priſon , nor take them in when ſtrangers ; of how much forer 
puniſhment {tall theſe Informers and their Adherents be thought worthy of at 
the day of Judgment , who do take _ the food. and: rayment of the 
Members of Chriſt, and will not ſuffer them ro dwell in peace in their 
own houſes, but thruſt them into priſon, and that for righreouſneſs 
ſake? 

7 Arg. Theſe men have been ſeveral years under aff.i&ion, having ſuffered 
the loſs of their livelyhoods, and been expoſed to other troubles; and it is 
greatly diſpleaſing unto God , that aff.j&1on ſkould be added to his- people 
when ey are under afti&ion, Zech, 1. 1%. 1 am wiry ſore difpleaſed with the 
Reathen that art at eaſt; for I was but a little dijpleaſed, and they beiped forward 
the aFiflion. Had youa love to theſe men, you would pity them under their 
aMiftion, 7ob. 6. 14. To bin thit is effiified pity Bould be ſhowed from his 


friend. Be it ſo that God hath a controverſie with them, it doth not become 
you.to trample them under your feet, 1. 47. 6, 11, 
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'B Arg. As they are Miniſters of the Goſpel, your fn is exceeding preat 
in hindring them in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and perſecuting them for 
Preaching the Goſpel. For, 

1. To miſuſe the Lord's Meſſengers and his Prophets, is a fin that brings 
down wrath without remedy : 2 Chr. 36. 15, 16, And the Lord God of they 
fithers ſent to them by his » > Alloa but they mocked the meſſengiys of God, and 
deſpiſed bus words, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wyath of God aroſe againſt 
theſe men, until there was no remedy. 
2e God will ſmite through the lojns of thoſe that riſe up againſt his Mini- 

ſters, Dent. 33. 12. Bleſs, Lord, bis ſubſtance, and arcept the worb of bis bands; 
ſmite through the loins of them that riſe up againſt bim, and of them that bate bin; 
that they never 1iſz again, This 1s Moſes his Prayer , which he puts up for 
Levi, when he was bleſſing rhe Children of 1a! before his death, v. 1. 8. 
The tribe of Levi was ſeparated by the Lord ro bear the Ark of the Lord, 
and to Miniſter to him, and to bleſs in his name, Pet. 1o. 9. And therefore 
what is here ſpoken of Levi, belongs to all the Miniſters of the Goſpel; 
what Moſes prays for in the behalf of Zvi, that God will do to the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, and to them rhat riſe up againſt them 3 He will blefs their 
ſubſtance, and accept their works, be will fr:be through the loins of them that 
riſe up again(t them. And what 1s that? 

1. He will give them a fatal ſtroke, he will give them ſuch a deadly 
wound, that they ſhall never recover it, he will break in pieces thewr 
power and ſtrength. The loins may ſgnific a mans ſtrength, Job. go. 16. 
Lo, now bis ſtrength is in bis loins. 394 

2. He will not only puniſh themſelves in a dreadfal manner ; but he will 
viſit this their fin upon their poſterity, from generation to generation z 
perſecuting the Miniſters of the Goſpel, is a fm which God viſits not openly 
npon the fathers, bat the children, and the childrens children unto the 
third and fourth generation, Exod. 2o. $. The loins does ſignifit a mans 
poſterity , 1 Kings. 8. 19. Thy Son that ſhall come out of thy loins. 

3+ The loins ſignific ſometimes the mind or underſtanding ; as 1 Pet. 1.12. 
Gird up the loins of your mind. And if loins be taken in this ſenſe, the 
meaning is, Lord give them up to a reprobate mind, and that is a fore 
judgment, and a very dreadful token of the wrath of God, Rom. 1. 18. 28. 
And it's uſual with the Lord to (mite the enemies of his Miniſters with this 
judgment, And it's rare if ever ſuch perſons riſe again, that are thus ſmitren 
of God. Now thoſe whoſe loins God will ſtrike through that they riſe 
not again, are ſuch as here, and ſuch as riſe againſt the Sons of Levi : that 
js, the ſecret and the open enemies of the Miniſters of the Goſpel . There 
are ſome that hate them, bur conceal their hatred, theſe are ſecret enemies; 
and there are ſome that manifeſt their hatred by rifmg up againſt them, rheſe 
are open enemies. 

3. The Miniſters of the Goſpel are Chrift's Embaſſadors ſent into the 
world to treat of peace between Gedand men, 2 Con. 5. 20. Now then we 
are Embiſſadors ſor Chriſt, as though be did brſerch you by us ; we pray you in 
Chriff's lead, be ye reconciled to God. What injuries are done to an Ambaſſador 
of an earthly Prince , he takes them as it! as if they were done to his 
own perſon : If the Ambaſſador be reviled, plundered, impriſoned, inter- 
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rapted in the delivery of his meſſage ; the Prince takes this as ill, and will 
puniſh it as ſeverely as if jr had been done to himſelf. So doth the King 
of Heaven, who is King of Kings, take all injuries done to his Ambaſſa- 
dors as done againſt himſelf, 1 The}. 4. 8. He therefore that deſpiſeth , dffpilith 
not man, but God , who bath given us bis holy Spirit. And what is ſaid of 
deſpiſing is true of all other affronts and injuries which are offcred to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, the Lord takes them as done to himſelf. 

0bj, If theſe men were Prophets, or Apoftles, and could work miracles ; 
if then we ſhould moleſt them; we ſhould think our ſelves worthy of 
death. One might fear the wrath of God ſhould break forth upon us ; bur 
they are but ordinary men, ſubject to the ſame paſſions and infirmitics 
as other men are; and therefore we can't think there is ſuch danger in 
oppoſing them. 

Anſ. 1. Ordinary Paſtors. and Teachers are of God's ſending and appoint- 
ing , they are of- divine inſtitution , as well as Prophets and Apoſtles, 
1 Cor. 12. 28. God bath ſet ſome in the Church ; fri Apoſtles, ſecondarily Pyg- 
phets, thirdly Teachers, after that Miracles : Eph. 4. 11. He gave ſome Apoſiles, 

me Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachtys, It is God gives, 
and God ſers Paſtors and Teachers inhis Church, as well as A poſtles;Prophets 
and Evangelifts. 

2. The Apoſtles and Prophets, though holy men of God, and guided by 
an infallible Spirit; yer were but men ſubjett to the like paſſions as we are. 
Elias was an eminent Prophet; yer is ſaid of him, 7am. 5. 17. Elias was 4 
man ſubxelt to like paſſions as we are. Barnabas and Pay! were eminent Apo- 
ſiles; yer when the men of Lyſtrs would have adored them as Gods , and 
done Sacrifice to them ; they cryed out, Sirs, why do you thiſt things ? we 
alſo are min of libe paſſions with you , AQ. 14. 15, They that deſpiſe the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in thoſe days, would have deſpiſed the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, had they liyed in their days ; for they that were enemies to the 
power of Godlineſs deſpiſed the Apoſtles and Prophets then, even as many 
do now the Miniſters of Chriſt. Take an inſtance of the Apoſtle Paxl, 
who thongh he-was fall of the Holy Ghoſt , yer ſome thought nd Hoke con- 
temptibly of him, 2 Cor. 10.2. Sonethink of 1s, as though we walked according 
to the #6 ; V. 10. His letters ſay they ave weighty and ts 3 but Lis bodily 
preſence is weak , and his jpeech contemptible. Many other vilifying cx- 
preſſions were given concerning this Apoſtle, which I forbear to 
mention. 

3- A man-may be a true Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet be able to 
work no miracles : 7obz the Baptiſt was a. true Miniſter, (and lived in 
the time when the gift of miracles was frequently given) yet it's taid of 
him , Jobs did no miracle , Joh. 11. 41.- And ſome that had the gift of 
miracles were deſtirute of * true Grace, Matt. 7. 23, 24. And therefore 
we ſhould not decry a man as no Miniſter of Chriſt, becauſe he 
_ work miracles ; eſpecially ſeeing working . of | miracles is now 
ceaſed. 

4- Our Lord Jeſus would have every one of his Miniſters whom he ſends to 
Preach the Goſpel recewed with love and honour , and all kindneſs ſhewn 
to-them , as: well as to his Apoſtles and. Prophets. And to engage us to - 
an. 
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an honourable, willing and chearful reception of them ; he tflleth us , that 
he will take it all one, when we receive his Miniſters, as if we received hjni- 
Felf or his Father : ob. 13. 20. Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, be that recetueth 
whon[1tuer Iſend, ricriveth me, and bt that recezutth mt, vecerueth bim that ſent 
9m? It is not1aid, He that receiveth my Apoſtles , or he that receiveth my 
Prophets ; but he that receiverh whomſoever I ſend, receiveth me. And 
'That we may be aſured thereof, he adds a double afleveration : Yerily, 
verily, 1 j1y wnto you, Hence I argue, It he that receiveth whomſoever Chriſt * 
ſendeth, receiveth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then he that receiveth, or 


*-perſecureth any of the M'nifters of the Lord Jeſus , whom he fends 


* one his Goſpel , receiveth and perſecuteth the Lord Jefus 
imſelf, 

9 Arg. It 15 Satan that ſtirs up men to betray , ecute, impriſon, and 
make war againſt the ſervants of Chrift ; when Judas took up a reſolution 
to betray Jeſus Chriſt, ir was the Devil that put this motion into his heart, 
Joh. 13. 2. Toe Devil having put it into the b:art of Judas Ijeariot Simons ſon to 
betray bim. When there is trouble raiſed up againſt thoſe that keep the Com- 
maudments of God, it is the Devil that tirs up men to raiſe up perſecu- 
'210n againſt them, Rev, 12. 17. And the Dragan was wroth with tht woman, 
and went to mabe war with the remnant of her ſeed, which bity the Command» 
ments of God, and have the teflimony of Jiſus. This aRion of berraying, im- 
priſoning, and perſecuting the ſervants of Chriſt, is ſuch a fulfilling of the 
Devils will, and hath ſo much of che Devils nature in it, that the Holy Ghoſt 
calls the betrayers and perſecutors of the people of God by the name cf 
Devils, 7ob. 6. 7@, 71. Hate not 1 choſen you twelve , and one of you is a 
Drvii ? He ſpube of Judas Iſcariot, the ſon of Simon, $ be it was that (hould 
betray him , bring oue of the twelve. Why was Judas called a Devil ? Ic 
was for betraying the Lord Jeſus : Rev. 2. 10. Btbold, the Devi! (hall caft ſome 
of you into Priſon, The Devil did not appear in his own perſon, and hale 
theſe Saints into Priſon; but he ſtirred up evil-minded men to do his work, 
and they fulflling his luſts, are called by his name. Did the Inſormers conſ'- 
der that jt was the Devil put it into their hearcs to diſturb theſe Aſſemblies, 
where Prayer is made to God, and God's Word is Preached , it would 
ſtartle them , and make them draw back, unleſs they were wonderfully 
hardened in their ſin. 

10 Arg. Theſe men whom you affii&t and moleſt are righteous men ; as 
hath been before proved. And it is a mighty ſin to affi;& righteous and 
juſt men. . There are different degrees of {ins , ſome are ſmall ſins, uthers 
great fins, others mighty great ſins. This ſin of aff.iting the jnſt, 1s amon 
thoſe that are mighty great ſins, Amos $4 12, 1 bnow your manifold tranjgrtj- 
Sons, and your mighty ſons , they affict the jaſt , they take a bribe , and they 
turn afide the poor in the gate from thuir right, The Prophet having taxed 
Ifrael of being guilty of mighty fins, and if any ſhould ask, what mighty 

ms they were guilty of ? he preſently adds, They aFli# thi juit, See the 


* greatneſs of this ſin in ſeveral particular ? 


1. Allthe wrongs and injuries done to righteous men , the Lord takes as 
Ul as if done againſt himſelf, zech. 2. 8. He that toucheth you, texcheth the 
«pple of mine tzz, The eye 15 the tendereſt part of the body , and we 
aPP 
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apple vf the. eye the tendereſt pare of the eye 3-4 touch on the apple of the 
eyc is more grievous, more aft ifting, than a blow on the back or hand ; it 
15 not ſaid, he that killeth you, he that beareth you with many ſtripes ; bus 
he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine eye; intimating that the 
ſmalleſt affi;&ions, the leaſt troubles To are brought upon righteo! s men, 
are exceeding grievous to God, he counts what 1s done to them, as done to 
the apple of his eye. There areno aff1ttions brought upon righteous men , 
but he eſteemech himſelf aff. ited in their affiition, Fer. 63. 9. In all: their 
affiiflion be was aFiilied : whin they are in miſery, their miſeries are not 
only grievous to them, but they grieve his Soul alſo, 7udg. 10, 6. His ſol 
Was grity'd for the miſery of Ijratl. And what a monſtrous fin is this, for 2 
creature to, preſume 1n his heart to do that which affiits and grieves the 
Soul of God, in whom weall live, and move, and have our being ; and to 
ſtrike at the apple of his eye! 

2. Righteous men are nearly related to God; they are bis ſervants. 
P/[. 116. 6. Truly I am thy ſervant, I 2m thy ſcrvaut. They are his friends, 

ob. 15. 14; Te are my friends, f ye do whatſoever I command you. They 
are God's children, Ga!. 3. 26. Ye are all the childrey of God by faith in 
Feſus Chriſt, They are members of Chriſt's body, 1 Cor. 12, 27, Now ye ave 
the body of Chriſt, and members in particular. And it muſt needs be an horrible 
fin to abuſe, to impriſon, to fine , to hale out of their meetings, the ſer- 
vants, the friends, the children of God, and the members of Chriſt ; when 
they are,about their Maſters work, when they are worſhipping and ſerving 
their heavenly Father. 

3- The Lord beareth a great love to righteous men, P}. 245. 8. The Lord 
loveth the right:ous. And how contrary is this to God's Will, that you ſkould 
affi& thoſe whom he loveth ? 

4- Righteous men are bleſſings to the places where they live, Prov, 11.17. 
By tie bleſſing of the upright, the city is exalted, what was promiſed to Abraham ? 
Gen. 12. 2. I will bliſs thee, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing ; belongs to all the 
members of Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 3. 5. So then they which be of fazth, are bleſſed 
with faithful Abrabam. And therefore they that afflit and perſecute righte- 
ous men, are not only unthankful for, bur they are enemies to their own 
good, for they partake of many bleſſings for righteous mens fake. What 
Laban ſaid to Jacob, Gen. 30.27. I have learned by experience that the Loyd 
hath bleſſed me for thy ſaber. The ſame might thoſe Villages. ard Cities Gay, 
where righteous men dwell, did they obſerve the dealings of God with them; 
we have learned by experience that the Lord hath bleſled us for theſe righteous 
mens ſake. 

11 41g. The praftiſe of theſe men, who puniſh, or cauſe to be puniſhed, 
righteous men for praying to God, and for Preaching and Hearing God's holy 
Word ; is greatly prejudicial to the whole Kingdom , and that on ſeveral 
accounts. 

rt. As it brings down National Judgments 3 one man's ſin may cauſe a 
whole Natjon to ſuffer. Achan's fin brought God's wrath upon all the 
Congregation of 1/rae/, Joſh. 22. 20. Did not Achan the ſon of Zera commit a 
treſpaſs iu the accurſed thing 3 and wrath fell on all the Congregation of Ifvael, 
and that man periſhed not alone in his iniquity? What was Achan's fin. which 

E brought 
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brought wrath upon all the Congregation of 174! ? we find. Acban himſelf 
confeſſing it to 7o/hnab, Joſh, 9. 20, 21. Achan anſwered Joſhuah and ſaid, 
Indeed 1 bave ſinned againſt the Loyd God of Iſrael, and thus, and thus have 1 
done, when I ſaw among the ſpoils a godly Babiloniſh garment , and two 
hundred ſhthi's of Silver, and a wedge pf Gold of fifty Pothles weight ;, then 
I covered them, and torh them, and beboll they are hid in thy earth, in the midſt 
of my tent, and the Silver under it. The fin of theſe Inſor mers ſeems to me 
equal, 1f not greater , and as likely to bring down wrath upon the Nation 3 
as Arhr”"s fin ; and that for theſe Reaſons. 

1. The men of 7ericho were God's enemies, and they- and their ſubſtance 
were accvrſed of God, 7oh. 6. 19. The city (hall be accurſed, even it , and all 
that ar? th:yt5n : But the righteous, and all they have, are bleſſed of the Lord, 
Pſ. 3. 8. Thy bleſſing is npon thy people ; not only their perſons are bleſſed, 
but their ſubſtance alſo, Deut. 33, 11;. Bleſs, Lord, bis ſubſtance. , See alſo 
Pert. 8. 4, 5. Now is it not as great a fin for theſe men to oppreſs God's 
friends who are the bleſſed of the Lord, and to take away their ſubſtance 
which is under the bleſſing of God; asit was for Achan to take away 
ſlver, and gold, and rayment from the men of Frricho , which were 
God's enemiesz and both they, and-all that they had , were under his 
curſe. 

2, Achan - committed his fin ſecretly , he hid what. he took 1n his 
"rent. Behold, they are bid in the earth in the midſt of my tent, He laboured 
to cover h's f;n; but theſe men declare their fin as Sodom : They are not 


afraid to f'n openly in the ſght of all men. Andrthe more openly and 


1mpudently a mans fin is committed, the more provoking to God to ſend 
down his Judgments. 

. Achan confeſſed his ſin, and thereby gave glory to the God of 1/rae!, 
Joſh. 7. 20. Theſe men glory in their ſhame, and will not be brought to ac- 
knowledge their iniquity. 

4. Achan was puniſhed for his treſpaſs, all 1/ae/ ſtoned him with ſtones, 
and burnt his houſe with fire, 7oſb. 9. 25, Bur theſe men are ſo far from 
being puniſhed , that they oft-times go away with a reward, Another 
1nlance of a. whole Nation ſuffering for the fin of one man, we have in 
Davil's caſe, David's numbring the people , provoked God to ſend a 
Peſtilence , which 'in three days time , flew: ſeventy-thouſand men \, 
1 Chron, 21. 2. 7. And Datid ſaid to 7oab, and to the Rulers of the People, 
Go nimber. Iſrael from Brcerſhrba even to Dan ;, and bring the number wnto me, that 
I may bnow it. And God was diſpleaſed with this thing ; therefore be ſmote 
Iſratl, v. 14- So the Lord ſont Peſtilence upon Ijrae!, and there fell of Iſrael 
ſeventy thorſand men. + Let 1t be conſidered whether thoſe Informers that go to 
the Aſemblies of theſe men, to take the names of thoſe that worſhip "God 
In order to the puniſhing them for their ſerving God , do not 
mY high a degree , as Pavid did in the numbring the peo- 
ple : For, 

1. The numbring of the people was not without a prefidenr;for it was done 
by M2ojrs at God's appointment jn the ſecond year after 1ſtae! came out of 
Egyt, Num, 1, 2. But to camber mens names 1n order to puniſh them for 
beivg preſemt. then, ard where Prayer is made to God in the name.of vv | 

| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and God's Word preached, hath not been praiſed by any perſons 
that have occurred to my obſervation jn reading the holy Scriptures. 

2. David might have pretended better things to have excuſed his fin, 

han theſe Informers have for their prattice. As by numbring the people 
$: might ſee the accompliſhment of Goa's promiſe, who promiſed 4by2- 

4n a great and numerous poſterity, and all the Generations from Abra- 
bam to David, were but. fourteen Generations, Matt. 1. 17, Now that there 
ſhould be a thouſand thouſand, and a hundred thouſand men that drew 
(word, and four hundred threeſcore and ten thouſand in 7a4ah, befide 
Levi and Benjamin that were notyaumbred , 2 Chron. 21. 5. 6, When. David 
heard this great number, he might hare made this uſe of it , what a demon- 
ftration is here of God's fairhfulneſs and power, that from one, and him 
as good as dead, ſrould ſpring fo great a multitude of men, bet des wo- 
menand children. Beſides, he might have ſaid , what cauſe have I to he 
thankful ro God that hath pur fuch honour upon me, to make me a King of 
ſucha numerous people ? Foy #1 the multitude of people is the Kjngs booour, 
Prov. 14. 28. He —_ alſo judge it a point of prudence conducing to his 
credit and his peoples ſafety, to know his ſtrength, that having ſo many 
potent enemies on every 1{.de , he might judge when and with whom to 
make War and Peace, as it becomes a wiſe and wary Prince to do, 
Luk. 14. 31- Bur theſe things did not excuſe David from ſin, God ſaw an 
irregularity in David, whether 1t were pride, or curiofiry, or negle&ing the 
offering that was preſcribed, when the people was numbred, Nun. 12. 13,14. 
I ſhall notderermine. r 

3. David was troubled in conſcience for his fin, and made an humble 
confeſſion of jt to God, 2 Sam. 24. 10. And Davids heart ſmote hin after 
that be bad numbred the people; and David [aid unto the Lord,” I have finned greatly 
in that I bave done ; and now I beſeech thee, O Lord, take away th: iniquity of 
thy ſervant, for 1 have done very fooliſhly, Bur we hear of no remorſe from 
theſe men, 

4- Dauid offended but once in this kind, but theſe men go on in their evil 
way, and often renew their fin. 

5s. David when convinced of his fm, was willing ro have ſuffered 
death , ſo that God would not proceed ro puniſh Iſrael! for his ſin, 
2 Sam. 24. 17. And David ſyabs wito the Lord when be ſaw the Angil that 
ſmote the people ;, and ſaid, Lo IT have fonned, and I have done wickidly ;, but theſe 
ſhaup what have they done ? Lit thy hand, I pray thee, be againſt me, and again(t 
my ſathir's houſe. Whereby 1t 1s evident that he had no evil deſign upon 
the people, when he cauſed them to be numbred, Eut theſe mien that 
go to theſe Aſſemblies to take names, and watch them as they come forth, 
in order to the gettgng them to be puniſhed , raake ir manifeſt that they 
have a deſign upon them to do evil to them. 

2. The aCctings of theſe Informers are prejudicial to the whole Kingdom ; 
becauſe righreous men are the ſirength of a Nation , and are bleflings to 
the. places where they live, Zich. 12. 5. The gouernours of Judith ſhall ſay 
in their beart ; Th? inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſhall be my ſtrength in the Lord of 
Hoſts their God, Prov. 11. 11. Py the bleſſing of the upright , the city us exalted. 
When Eliſha was dying, 7oaſh the _— I'rael wept over him, and ſaid, 

"P, 2 My 
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My Father, my Father, the chariot of Iſrael and the borſemen thereof, 2 King.13.14- 
Intimating that E;h4 by his Prayers , was a greater ſecurity and prote&ion 
ta 1/rae!, than all the chariots and horſemen that were in 1fae/. Now if 
righteous men are bleſſings to a Nation, if they are the ſtrength and ſecuriry 
ofa Nation ; the-perſecuting and affi&ing them, muſt needs be prejudicial 
ta a Nations welfare, 

3-. The perſecuting theſe men, weakens the Proteſtant , and ſtrengrhens 
the Popiſh intereſt in this Nation : For theſe men both in their Preaching 
and Writing, have appeared eminently againſt the Popiſh Dottrine ; and it's 
not long ſmce that we were called both by the King and Partiament to hum- 
ble our ſelves by faſfing for the growth of Fopery in the Nation. And 
that which weakens the Proteſtant, and ſtrengthens the Papal incereſt, muſt 
be acknowledged to be prejudicial to the Nation, by all that are well affe&ed 
to the Proteſtant Religion. 

T2. The 11/ormers are guilty of ſmiting their fellow-ſervants, and that is a 
provoking fin ; when a man without juſt cauſe ſhall ſmite his fellow- 
ſervant, eſpecially if he (mite him for doing his Maſter's work, Mztt. 24. 
48, 49, 50, $1. Eutif that evil ſervant ſhall ſay in bis beart , my Lord de- 
layeth his coming. And ſhall brgin to ſmite bis fellow-ſervants, and*to eat and 
drinh wit the drun'\in, The Lord of that ſervaut (ſhall come in'a day that he 
look:th not for him, and in an hour that h: us not awane of, and ſhall cut bim 
aſunder, and appaint bim bis por. ion with the hypocrites, there ſhall be weeping and 
gnahing of teeth. 1 would mind the Informers of ſeveral things from this Scrip- 
ture, which do nearly concern them. 

1. Theſe are jn God's account evil ſervants, that ſmite their fellow- 
ſervants without a cauſe. If tbat evil ſervant ſmite his fellow-ſervant, 

2, God uſually gives up ſuck as ſmite their fellow-ſervants to ſenſualiry , 
that they prove ſottiſh perſons, companions of Drunkards. Smite bx fellow- 

ſervant, and cat and drink with the drunken, ; 

3. Smiting fcllow-ſervants brings ſwifr and unexpeRted deſtruttion. The 
ſwiftnels of the judgment is implyed, in thar God takes men ofrimes in 


_ the beginning of their fin. An4 ſhall begin to ſmire bis fellow-ſeryants. The 


— 


unexpeRedneſs of the Judgment 1n that ſometime he does not give a 
days, no-,not an hours warning : The Lord of that ſervant ſh2ll come 
in a day, that \'be looksth not for him, and #n an bour that bt: is not 
aware of. : ; : 

4. Utter deſtruftion will be the portion of ſuch as ſmite” their fellow- 
ſervants, And ſhall cut bim «-ſunder. If a man be cut and flaſh'd in his 
body, he may be healed of his wounds, but if he be cut aſunder, he 1s 
deſtroyed without remedy. ; 

5. Such as ſmite their fellow-ſervants , ſhall have their portion amo 
hypocrites in the bottomleſs pit, where there 1s weepiry and gnaſhing- 
teeth. 41d ſhall appoint bim bis portion with hypocrites, where there is weeping 
and gnzſhing of teeth, And why with hypocrites? Ir 1s, either becauſe what- 
ever pretences ſuch may make of zeal, they are but hypocrites 1n God's 
account, that ſmite their fellow-ſervants 3 or it is, becauſe of all men hypo- 
crites ſhall have the greateſt portion of zorment in the other world, as being 


the. chicfeſt of ſinners, in 1/- 33. 14+. m 
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If they reply , This Scripture doth not concern us Informeys, but” ſuch 
as have power in Church or State , and abuſe their power ww the vexing 
of 'their fellow ſervants. 

Anſ. 1 grant that Gyotius expoundeth this place of Paſtors, who do either 
themſelves, or who ſtir up Magiſtrates ro vex and deal cruelly with other 
Miniſters and Chriſtians, for reproving them for their corrupt opi- 
nions or ſinful lives; or for differing from them in ſome circumſtantial 
things. 

LE If i be taken in this ſenſe, yet it will reach the Informers; for like 
fins ſhall have like judgments. If Superiors for abuſing their - power, ſhall 
be ſo ſorely puniſhed, then theſe Irformers, who are Inferiour perſons, 
muſt nor think to eſcape the Judgment of God , while- they - incenſe 
the Magiſtrate to vex and moleſt theſe that are faithful and peace- 
able, only they - differ from others in- ſome- circumſtantial and diſpu- 
table things. 


CHAP. IIE 


The Informer's Pleas anſwered. 


' not perſecute them to gain the whole world , but we look upon 

them as Phanaticks , Fattious perſons , Schiſmaricks , Peſtilenr 

fellows, - Seducers of the people, Troublers of the Nation ; yea, the very 

worſt ſort of men, and therefore we do think we well to perſecute them, 
and do what4yeth in our power to ſuppreſs them. 

- 1, This waz the ſame way which the Jews uſed to perſecute the 
Prophets , Jeſus -Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; they ſaid all manner of evil 
againſt them falſely, and then perſecuted them not as righteous men , but 
as.evil doers, Matt. $. 11; 12. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall vevile you , and 
perſecute you , and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſabe ; 
rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven © For (0 perſe- 
eauted they the Prophets which were beſore you. - So perſecuted they the Prophets ; 
How ? By reviling them, and ſpeaking all manner of evil againſt - them 
falſly; and perſecuting them under the' notion of evil doers, and nor as 
righteons men. The Jews would nor own that they ſtoned Chriſt for 
righteouſneſs ſake, or any of his good works ; but ' gave out that he' was a 
blaſphemer, and they ſtoned him for blaſphemy , ob. 10.33. © The Jews 
anſwered him, aid ſaid; For a good work we flone thie- not, but for blaſpbeny, 
becauſe. thou being 4 man, makeſt thy ſelf God, - 


Plex ] F we did know or think that theſe were righteous men, we would 
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9. When you have ſpeken all the evil you can of theſe Miniſters, that 
are called Now conformiſts, you cannot ſay worſe of them than the Jews (| 
of the Prophets, and the N—_ and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; yer 
not only Jeſus Chriſt, but the Prophets and Apoſtles were righteous men. 
Do you look upon theſe Minifters to be Phanaticks or Mad-men 7? So Paul 
was cenſured as a mad-man, A. 26, 24. Paul thou art beſide thy ſelf, muth 
learning bath made thee mad, Yea, the Jews thought and ſaid Chriſt was mad, 
and gave out that che Devil was in him, and wondred that any would go to 
hear him, Joh. 10. 2c. Mazy of them ſaid, He is mad and hath 4 Devil, why 
bear ye him ? Do you queſtion the authority of theſe Miniſters to Preach the 
Goſpel ? So did the Jews queſtion Chriſt's, Matt. 21. 23. And when be was 
come into the Temple, the chief Prieſts and Eldirs of the prople came unto bim as 
he was traching, and ſaid, By what authority dutft thox thiſe things, and who 
gave ther this authority ? Will you not believe theſe men to be true Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt ? So it was with the Jews, they would not beheve 7eremiab 
to be a Prophet of the Lord, but thought he made himſelf a Prophet. We 
find Shemaiah writing thus to Zephaniah, Jer. 29. 26,27. The Lord bath made 
thte Prieſt inſtead of Jehoiada the Prieſt, that ye ſhould be offictrs in the houſe 
of the Lord ; for eetry man that is mad, and mabeth bimſel/ a Prophet, that 
thou ſhouldeſt put him in Priſon, and in tbe Stocks. Now therefore, why haſt 
thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth , which mabith bimſilf a Prophet to 
3504 7 Do you give cut that it is not the Lord that ſtirs up theſe men to 
Preach the Goſpel, but the people ſer them on out of evil and ſeditious 
deſigns ? So ſaid they of 7iremiab, Jer. 43. 2, 3. Then ſpabe Axzariab, and 
Fobanan, and all the proud men, ſaying unto Jeremiah; Thou ſpeabift falſly, The 
Lord our God bath not ſent thee to ſay, Go not anto Egypt to ſ9jowyn there : But 
Baruch th# ſon of Neriah ſetteth thie againſt us, to deliver ns into the hand of 
the Caldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry us away captives into 
Babylon. Bo you look upon-theſe Miniſters as peſtilent fellows; movers of 
ſedition , ring-leaders of the Seftarics ? and do you inform againſt them as 
fuch-to the Governours ? So did the Jews look upon the Apoſtle Paul, 
Att. 24 1. $, 6. Tirtullus informed the Governour againſt Paul, we found this 
man a peſtilent fellow, a mover of ſedition among all the Jews through all the 
world, and a ring-leadey of the jeff of the Nazarens, who alſo hath gone about 
to prophane the Temple, Do you look upon theſe as the troublers of the 
Nation ? So did Ahab look upon Elijah , 1Kings 18. 17. when Abab ſaw 
Elijab, Ahab faid unto bim, Art thou be. that troublath Iſrael ? Are they aſper- 
ſed as though they were enemies to the King? So was Elijah repreſented 
to Abab, 1 Kings 21. 20, Abab ſaid to Elijah , Haſt thou found me, Oh mine 
enemy? Are they looked npon as none of the King's friends that ſhew 
kindneſs to theſe men, when they fall into their hands? Thus the Jews 
cryed out to P/2t, that if he releaſed Chriſt, he would be looked upon as no 
' friend to Ceſar, Joh. 19. 12. From thenceforth Plat ſought to releaſe him, but the 
Fews cryed out. If thou let this man go, thou art not Ceſar's friend. Do you 
think theſe men are nor fit to live in the Nation, nor in any other part of the 
world, and that it would do well if they were put to death ? So the Jews 
thought and ſaid of the. Apoſtle Paul, Aﬀ. 22. 22. Away with ſuch a fillow 
from the earth ; for it is not fit ke ſhould live, Not to inftance in more wow. 
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ticulars, when you have vilified-and reproached theſe Miniſters as much as 
p_ you' catiz You cannot eſteem or ſpeak worſe of them, than the 

leſled Apoſtles were eſteemed and ſpoken of in the world, x Cor. 4. 
9, 10, 11, 12. I think God hath ſet forth MS Apoſtles laſt , As it were ap- 
pointed uito death. For We aye made 2 ſpeftacle unto the worl4, and to a'gils 
and ta men. We are fools for Chrifts ſabs,---we ave gh ex. 6.9” P perſecuted, 
defamed, we ave made as the filth of the world, and are the -off-ſcowring of 
all things unto this day. And therefore the reproaches of the world can be 
no evidence againſt them,that they are not righteous men,or true Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, _ 

3. Your revileing and reproachful language that you give theſe men, is (© 
far from excuſing your f:n 10 perſecuting them ; that it is a great aggra- 
vation of it, For reviling language will ſhut a man out of the Kingdom 
of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Krow you not that the wnrightious ſhall not Inherit the 
Kingdom of God ? Be not deceived ? Nov thittts, nov tovetous, nor drunbards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners (ball inherit the Kingdom of God. - Revilers are in 
the Catalogue of rhoſe that ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. And if 
any think he may be a reviler, and yet go to Heaven, he deceiveth him- 
ſelf. He that ealleth his brother fool, 1s in danger of hell-fire, Matt. 5. 21. 
Bit I ſay unto you, whoſatutr 35 angry with bis brother without a cauſe, ſhall be 
in dangtr of Judgment; and whoſoever ſhall ſay to bis brothir Racha , ſhall Le in 
danger of the Connjel . But whoſorver hall [ay * Thox fool, ſhall be in dange) of 
bel-fire, To call the ſervants of Chriſt fattious, ſcditious perſons, is as bad 
or worſe than to call them fools. And therefore they that uſe this oppro- 
brious language , are in danger of hell-fire, And I may add this further, if 
you would be partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven , you muſt not only 
your ſelves forbear to reproach men that fear God ; but you muſt not be- 
ſieve, nor entertain the reproaches that you hear from others, P/. 15. 1. Lord, 
who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle, who ſhall dw e'l 51 thy boly bill ? He that back- 
biteth not with his tongue, nor doth evil to kis neighbour, nor takith up a reproach 
againſt his neighbour. | ; 

4. It bordereth upon the Cn againſt the Holy Ghoſt, to ſpeak evil of thoſe 
men our- of envy 2nd hatred , concermng whom we are perſwaded and 
convinced in our Conſciences that they are righteous men, Mark. 3. 28,25,30. 
Vertly, 1 ſay unto you, All fins ſpall be faygivin wits men, and blaſphemies where- 
with ſoever they blaſpheme , bat be that ſhall blaſphrme againſt the Ho'y Ghoſt ;; 
hath never forgiveneſs; but is in danger of eternal damnation ;, becauſo they ſaid be 
hath an unclean ſpirit. The occaſion of Chriſt's telling the Scribes, that the 
{n againſt the Holy Ghoſt, was a fin that ſtould never have forgiveneſs, was 
this, Becauſe they ſaid be had an unclean ſpirit : Whenas they could not buc 
be convinced by his Do&rine and his Works thathe was a holy man. . Hear 
what Grotins ſaith upon the place ; His comminatione uſus eft Chriſtus , quiz 
videhat illos agnoſcere intra ſe vim divinan ;, [:d invidia &r odio comminiſci calum- 
nhas, ut plebem avertrrent atque ita quod Dit erat, diabo!o aſrribeve. 

s. Enquire into the lives and converſations of theſe men , before you 
paſs ſuch hard cenſures upon them ; and if you go to the places where 
they have lived, you ſhall find them well reported of for good Works. 
In'the Colledges where they were Students ,. and many of them Fellews ; 
your = 
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you ſhall find they were ſober, peaceable , of behaviour, trained 
Pvpils thar were committed to their truſt carcfully and fairhfully, and have 
teft a good name behind them. If you enquire in the places where they 
exerciſed their Miniſtery, you ſhall find they Preached ſound DoQtrine, 
were of an exemplary converſation, lived peaceably with all men, had 
the hearts and affections of their people 3 and in their ſufferings have exer- 
ciſed much-patience and contentation : And what ground then 15 there for 
your loading them with reproaches ? 

Plez. 2. Theſe men are not obedient to authority, but meet together to 
Preach and Pray contrary to the Laws of the Nation , and therefore we 
cannot look upon them as righteous men; but we count them rebels, and 
think we ought to do what we can to ſuppreſs them. We do not perſecure 
them for Praying and Preaching, God forbid we ſhould be ſo wicked. But 
the reaſon why we are ſo cager in perſecuting them, 1s , becauſe they 
break the Laws, and are not conformable to the Service and Ceremonies of 
the Church. 

Anſ. 1. Tt hath been an old device of Satan and his inſtruments, to raiſe 
up , and caſt ſlanders upon men fearing God; as though they were rebel- 
l1ous perſons, and diſobedient to Laws, when they have been imployed in the 
Service of Ged. When Nehemiah went about to build the wall of 7erz- 
ſalem; the adverſaries of the Jews gave aut words, that he was about to 
rebel againſt the King, Neb. 2; 19. what is this thing that ye do? will ye 
rebel ag2inſt the King ? So when the Miniſters Preach for no other end, 
but to convert Souls , and build up ſuch as are.converted ; their adverſa- 
ries give out-they are rebels againſt the King. Thelike accuſation was raiſed 
againſt the Apoſtles, when_ they Preached the Goſpel up and down the 
world ; their enemies repreſented them, to be ſuch as walked contrary to 
to the decrees of Ceſar, AR. 17.6, 7. Thoſe that bave tured the world 
upſide dawn, arz com? bithcr alſo ; whom Jaſon bath rectived, and theſe all do 
contrary to the drerees of Ceſar, And more particularly againſt the Apoſtle 
Pau!, AR. 18. 12, 13. The Jews made inſurreftion with one accord againſt 
Paul, and brought bim to the judgment-ſeat ; ſaying , This fellow perſwadeth to 
worſhip God contrary to the Law. AR. 21.28, Men of Iſrael, help; this is the 
man that teacheth all min every-whert, againſt the people, and the Law, and this 
place, Daniil was a man ſo eminent for Piety, that he is ranked with 
Noh and Job, who had great power with God in Prayer, Exth. 14. 14. He 
had an Angel ſent to him from Heaven, who told him he was a man greatly 
beloved of God, Dan. 10.11, He was ſo blameleſs, that his enemies that 
ſought occaſion againſt him, could find no fault with him, Day. 6, 3. Yet 
this Daniel was accuſed for not regarding the King , and his Laws, v. 13. 
Daniel regardeth not thee, Oh King, ner the decree that thou baſt ſigned. This 
was the device Ham:n made uſe of againſt the Jews. He accuſed them 
to the King for breaking the Laws, Eſt. 3. 8. Their Laws are diverſe from all 
people , neither beep they the King's Laws; therefort it is not for the King's 
profit to ſuffer thim. kyary | 

2. The worſt of men have had. pretences for their *vileſt prattiſes, 
The Jews «that went about to ſtone Chriſt, would not own it, that they 
ſtoned him for a good work, but pretended it was tal + 

es 
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. 
Fifus anfiwertd them, many good works have 1 ſhewed you from my Father ; [or 
which of thoſe works do-you ſtone mt * The Jews arſmired him , [rying, For 4 
good work we fione thee not , but for blaſphemy , and vecauſt that thou being a 
man, makeſt thy ſelf God. As the Jews jgnorantly or maliciouſly called 
Chriſt's preaching blaſphemy, and pretended they would have ſtoned him ; 
not. for a-good work, but for blaſphemy : So the I»formeys either ignorantly 
or maliciouſly call theſe mens preaching rebellion, and ſay they do nor 
perſecute them for preaching, but for rebellion againſt the Laws. They 
that» caſt out their bretkren that trembled at God's Word , pretended 
God's glory; but the Lord ſaw that ajon proceeded from malice 
and hatred, J{. 65. 5. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble 
at his word ; your brethren that hated you, that caſt you out for my name 
ſaber, ſaid, the Lord be glorified. But be (hall apprar to yow joy and thity 
ant. 

3. To repreſent theſe Miniſters as diſobedient to authority, and rebellious 
perſons, is a grievous calumny, and a gteat wrong to them : Iris contrary t6 
their profeſſed and declared prirciples, and contrary to their prattice. For 
they believe and reach that every Soul oughr wo be ſubjet to the higher 
Powers, and the Powers that be, gre ordained of God. And therefore they 
= agiemes not only to avoid their wrath , but for Conſcience ſake. 

for further evidence of the ſoundneſs of their judgment in this point 
of obeying Magiſtrates, they do fully concur with, and are ready to ſubſcribe, 
if called to it, unto the ſeven and thirtieth Article of the Church of Zngland, 
which treats of the civil Magiſtrate, And if at any time it fo fall our 
that - the command of\the Magiſtrate be contrary to the commands of God, 
if iv ſuch a caſe they chooſe to obey God rather than men, they 
are not, upon this account to be called rebels and contumacions per- 
ſons. For, 

1. This was the prattice of the Apoſtles, ro obey God rather than mens 
AT. 14- 19. Whether it be right inthe fight of Go, ts hearben unto you more 
thay unto God, judgt ye. And in fo doing, they did no more than what was 
their duty to do, AG. 5. 29. We ought to obey Gol rather than men. 

2. When the Midwives were commanded by Phar:6 to do that which 
was contrary to the command of God ; ir was not rebellion in them to go 
againſt the command of Pharaoh. Eur this a&ion of theirs did proceed 
from the fear of God, Exod. 1. 17. But the Midwhtuts feared God, and did 
not as the King commanded. 

3- The Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God for good, Ron. 13. 4. He is 
bur-the Miniſter of God, and the Miniſter of God for good; that is, all that 
he enjoyns muſt be for God's honour,and for a publick good. If he command 
any thing contrary to the command of Chriſt , and we obey him; we exalt 
him aboye God, we prefer the Servant before the Maſter. 

4+ Theſe men are more obedient to Authority, and truer SubjeRs than 
many of their adverſarics that reproach them-with diſloyalty , and rebellion. 
For many of thuſe men that cry out againſt theſe Miniſters for their dif- 
obedience to the Laws, make no ſcruple of breaking ſuch Laws of God and 
men, as are contrary to their lofts. There are good Laws eſtabliſhed in this 
Nation, againſt Swearing, Drunkennefs, —_P &c, yet many that ate 
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common Swearers, Drunkards; and live in other vices condemned by the 
Laws of God, the Laws of the Nation, and the light of their own Conlſci- 
ences, cry up themſelves for obedient Subjefts, and cry. out agamſt Mini- 
ſters for not conforming to ſuch things as they are not ſatished are lawful 
for them to do ; which have been for many years, and ſtillare controverted 
among. learned men, not only of this, bur of other Nations 3 and which 
they profeſs could they be ſatisfied in their Conſciences of their lawfulneſs 
they would yield obedience to them. - 

$5. As for thoſe that complain of theſe Miniſters hreacng contrary to 
the command of the Magiſtrate ; I would put rhem-in- mind of the ftria 
command that God hath given to thoſe whom he hath called to the work 
and office of the Miniſtry to Preach the Goſpel as they_will anſwer the neg- 
le& thereof to himſelf, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt at the day of Judgmenr, 
2 Tim, 4+ I, 2. I charge thee therifore before God and. the Lord Tus Chriſt, who 
will jndge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and bis Kingdom... Preach 
the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and owt of ſeaſon, reprove, rebube, txbort with all 
long-ſuffering and patience. 1 Cor. 9. 15. Tea, wo 3s unto me if I preach not the 
Goſpzl, Now if men forbid that which God commands , whom are we td 
obey, God or men ? If any fay this charge was given 'to Timothy, and that 
wo was proftiounced againſt Paul ; and that is nothing to” theſe men: if 
theſe men had a charge from. God to preach as Timothy and Pas; had,' we 


ſhould nat dare to oppoſe or hinder their preaching. IT anſwer, This charge- 


that was given to Timothy to preach the word, doth and will concern all 
Miniſters of the Goſpel 'to the worlds end, as well as it did him, As that 
Pong given to. 7oſbua, I will ntvir leare thee, nor ſorſabe thee, 18 mterpreted 

the Holy Ghoſt to be ſpoken to all Chriſtians, to the end of the. world, 
7h, I. 5, compared with Hb. 13. 5,. So this command'given to Timothy , 
who was a Miniſter of the Goſpel, concerns all the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in all places, and all ages of the world, What was ſpoken 'to the Apoſtles 
-as they were Chriſtians, belongs to all Chriſtians, Mark 13. 37: And what 1 
ſay unto you , 1 ſay unto all, watch. And what was ſpoken to them 
as Miniſters of the Goſpel belongs to all Miniſters as well as unto them. 

6. As for them that charge theſe men with fin , yea with rebellion for 
Praying and Preaching contrary to Law,T would mind them of the examples 
of Parzel and the Apoſiles. There was aroyal Law made by all the Prefideas 


of the Kingdom, the Governours, the Princes, the Counſellors , and Cap-- 


tains under a very great penalty; That no-man ſtould ask a Petition of any 
God-or Man, for the ſpace of thirty days, ſave of the King , and- this 
decree was ſigned by Darizs the King, . Dar. 6. 7, 8. yet-when Daniel knew 
this decree was ſigned , he prayed three times a day, as his ufoal cuſtom 
was, and did not omit the-opening of : the windows in the time of Prayer, 
. vV.-10; Now when Daniel bers th 

ho:sfa, and bis windows being open in bis chamber towards firuſalem , be 
kneeled wpon his bnets three times @ day and prayed, and gave therks be ore bis 
Gol. as at other times, . What think ye,?. Did Daniel fin againſt , and 
rebel againſt the King in praying contrary: to the decree ? If you think 
Daniel 4imned 1n ging ſuch an.cxample to after-ages, to pray-contrary to, a 
decree made with ſuch a penalty ; or if you think he finked. 


that che kept - 
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his wonted times, and would nor fo far my with the decree, as to for- 


bear for a few days, or that he did not take other hours, or that he would 
not ſhut his windows, or pray ſo ſecretly and privately as none but his own 
Family ſhould know of 1t; you may be convinced of your miſtake from 
V. 22. My God hath ſent bis angel, and hath ſhut the Lions mouth, that they bave 
vot- burt me; foraſmuch as before him innocency was found in mr, and alſo before 
thee, O King. have I done no buyt, It 1s evident from theſe words, that Danze”s 
Praying to God in his uſual manner, contrary to the decree, was no fin cither 
a2ainſt God, or the King. And is - not Praycr a Duty now as well as in 
D:»ie's rime ? The Apoſtles had a ſtrift charge from the rulers of the Jews 
not to Preach in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, A. 4. 17, 18. LItt us ftraitly 
threaten thews, that they ſprdb Lencrforth to ng man in this name. And they called 
them, and commanded them nat to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus, 
That this command to forbear Preaching, was given by the Rulers, we may 
ſee v, 5, 5. yet after this ſtrit charge and ſevere command given by the 
rulers to the Apoſtles to ceaſe Preaching , they were as diligent as before in 
Preaching of the Goſpel, Ad. s. 27, 28. Ard when they bad brought them, 
they ſit them 6c12re the Councel, and the High-Prieſt asbed them, ſaying, Pid not we 
ftraitly commenu you, that you hould not tfach in this nam!, and bibold, you have 
filled f-ruſ:lem with you Doftrine, And after they had been beaten for 
Preaching the Goſpel, and had received a new command, not to ſpeak in 
the name of the Lord |cius; They continued to take all opportunities to 
teach and preach Jefus Chriſt , both in the. Temple and- every Houſe, 
wer. 40, 41, 42. When they had called the Apoſtlis and braten them, they com- 
manded tht thry ſhoxld not ſpeak, in th: vime of Jeſus, "ff let them go. And 
they departed from the preſence of the con"'el, rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy io ſuffer ame jor his name. And daily in the Timple and in every bouſe, 
they ce:ſed not to ti 1cb and preach Feſus Chrift., DI the Apoſtles fin againſt Ged, 
or rebel againſt their rulers, for preaching the Goſpel , when they were 
ſtraitly charged by their rulers not to Preach, and beaten becavſc they did 
not obey the command, and another command given them after that to 
leave Preaching, and yer they proceeded in their work? If any ſhall ſay 
or thinkrhe Apoſtles did fin in fo doing. all good Chriſtians will condemn 
cheir ra! judgment, and they may eafily be refuted from At. 4. 29. After 
they had been commanded to ceaſe preaching, and threatned, they Pray ro 
to Ged to afliſt them to, preach the word with boldneſs, And row , Lord, 
beheld their threatnings;, and grant wito thy ſervants, that with all baldneſs, 
they may ſpeak thy ward. And they would not pray for affiſtance in that 
which was finful. And their boldneſs in preaching after their prohibition 
from the rulers of the * Jews, 1s aſcribed to their being filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, v. 31. They were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpabe the word 
with Loidueſs, And that man is a blaſphemer, who ſtall ſay, the Apoſtles 
fnned .in preaching o__ the command of their rulers ; whenas 1t was 
the Holy Ghoſt which gave them boldneſs to preach the Word of God. 


Beſides, they were encouraged to preach , after their rulers had forbidden 
them, and had 1mpriſened them. for preaching contrary to their commands, 
by an Apgel-that was ſent from Heaven, that opened the Prifon-doors, and 


Gid unto them , Go and ſtand , and ſpeak 'in the temple to the people all the 
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werds of this life, AR. $5.9, 20, And when they were again brought before 
the rulers, and examined whether they did not know of that ſtri& charge 
they had given them, and were taxed with the diſobeyimg their command, 
Did not we ſtraitly command you; that you ſhould not teach in this name, and 
bibold you bave filled Jeruſalem with your Doltrine, and intend to bring this man's 
blood upon us ? They juſtified their preaching , though they had difobeyed 
their rulers. commands, v. 29. Ten Peter,, and the other Apoſtles anſwered and 
jaid, we ought to obty God, rather than man. 

0bj. Though the Apoſiles preached the Goſpel when commanded by the 
rulers to forbear preaching , theſe Miniſters muſt not follow their example. 

Anſ. 1. If all Chriſtians are not to. jmitate the Apoſtles, in what 
they did as Chriſtians; and the Miniſters of the Goſpel to 1mirare and follow 
their example in what they did as Miniſters; what is the meaning of thoſe pla- 
ccs in the Epiſtle to the Paſtors and Saints at Philippi ? Phil. 3. 17. Brethren, be 
ye followers together of me,and mark thim which walk ſo as you have us for an txam- 
ple. And Ch.4.9. Theſe things mbich ye bave both learned,recerved, and beard and 
feen in me, do ; and the God of peace ſhall bt with you. And of that command 
I. Cor. It, 1 Be yt followers of me, tven as I a'ſo am of Chriſt. 

2. Dr. Saaderjon brings in Danie!'s praying againſt the Law, and the 
Apoſliles preaching contrary to. the command of the rulers to prove this 
concluſion, Leges humane injuite non obligant ad obediendum ; Humane Laws if 
injuſt , oblige not ro obedience. And juſtifies Daniel's praying, and the 
Apoſtles preaching, though both aGed contrary to the Law with this reaſon; 
Nimirum, quia wtrebique, que probibthantur erant res nectſſarie 5, illic cultus vers 
dei, bic concredits. ipſis Evangelii predicatio : Becauſe in both caſes the 
things which were Yorbidden, were neceſſary Duties ; In Danieſs,cele, the 
worſhip of the true God; in the Apoſtles caſe, the preaching of the Goſpel; 
which was commitrred to them. T' conceive the ſame reaſon will juſtifie the 
praying and preaching of theſe men (if the Informers were able to prove 
there were Laws forbidding the ſame) for praying and preaching 
are Res neceſſarie , now as well as in Daniel's and the Apoſtles 
times. And it cannot be denyed' but their worſhip is cultus veri Des 
and that they being true Miniſters of Jeſus. Chriſt, Concredita eſt ipſos 
Evangelii preatcatio. | 

7. I would ask theſe clamorous perſons that do cry out of theſe Mini- 
ſlers for praying and preaching contrary to the Laws of the Nation ; and 
thereupon charge them with diſobeying Magiſtrates, and rebelhon againſt 
the Law, what they. judge of Dr. Taylor's aflertron in hrs Duftor dubitar- 
tinm, lib. 3. P. 32. Every Law made againſt Religion, or any thing of divine 
San& #11 and Commandmentyis void, and cannot obligethe Conſcience, And pag. 34: 
All ſuch things as are againſt the good of the Subjifts', the Law it ſelf declares 
to be no Law, that is; more than the Superiour bath right or leave to dp. Now 1s 
there nor a-divine Sanftion for praying and preaching 3 1s not praying 
to God in the Name of Chrift, and' preaching the Goſpel whereby 
men may be ſaved, for the good of the ſubjett ? If =_ men do nothing bur 
what 15 agreeable to the Laws of God, and what js for a publick good, they 
are not to be charged as tranſgreflors of the Laws. Hear alſo what Dr. Sax- 
derſan ſaith concerning obedience to ſuch Laws. as are croſs to the _ 
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God. Q#cquid ligi Dri, aut nature lumint note, & Gordibies toſniptes 2t i" 
verbo Scyipto revelate advueſatur, nou tft ob quodeunqut , wel detriment um proprium, 
vel proximo ſcandalum , vel prelati foot gratiam promovendam, vel d:clinandum 
odium, vere Chriſtiano admittendum. Da veniam , Impeirator , tu carcerim, ille 
gthennam : Sic olim veteres bli Chriſtiani. Whatſoever is contrary to the Law 
of God, either manifeſt by the light of Nature, and graven in the heart, or 
revealed in the Scriptures, a Chriſtian muſt not yield ro, for avoiding any 
hurt whatſoever to himſelf, or for preventing the ſcandal of others, or for 
the gaining the favour, or avoiding the. diſpleaſure of his Superiour. The 
Chriſtians of old were wont to ſay to the Emperor, when his command did. 
croſs the command of God 3; Excuſe me , Sir, you may caſt us into Priſon, 
but God can caſt us into Hell. Both rheſe Authors were great caſuiſts, and 
ſpeak as highly for obeying Authority as moſt men; they were both Bi- 
ſhops, the one in England, the other in Ireland, (neither to be ſuſpeted of 
any favour to Non-conformiſts, that might 1n the leaft (way them , to ſpeak 
in favour of their cauſe) yet both agree that ſuch Laws as are contrary 
to tie Laws of God, or to the publick good , do not oblige the 
Conſcience, Pur that praying to God in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for things agreeable tothe Will of God, and Preaching the Goſpel, are 
Duties commanded in the Word of God, and that they. tend to a publick 
good Fa ſo plain in the Holy Scriptures, that he that runneth may 
read of, 

8. In caſes of- neceſſity, the Ceremonial. Law was diſpenſed 'with, and 
they, that rranſgreſſed the Law, were accounted guiltleſs. Ir was not lawful 
for any-man excepting the Prieſts-to eat of the Shewbread , others were for- 
bid to cat thereof by the Law of Moſes; yet in a caſe of neceſlity , David 
* and they that were with him,. did eat of that bread contrary to the Law of 
Moſes, and yet were guiltleſs, Matt. 12.3, 4+ Havt ye not read what David 
did when be was an bungrid, and they that were with them; how be entred jnto 
the bouſe of God, and did tat the Shewbread which was not lawful for him to 
eat, neither for them that were with bim , but only for the Prieſts. Hence I 
would argue thus : If David in the caſe of neceſſity- tranſgreſſed the Cere- 
monial Law, which was a divine Law, and yet was not charged with 
a then if theſe men 1n a caſe of greater neceſlity tranſpreſs ar 

mane - Law ( about Ceremonies and Religious Rites ) they are no 
more culpable than David was. To clear this, let it be conf:dered, 

1. The ſaving of loſt Souls, and feeding hungry Souls with the bread 
of life is a greater good, and a more neceſlary work than giving Shew- 
bread to David, and his companions when they were hungry. 

2. The Ceremonial .Law was of divine Inſtitution, the Law that requi- 
reth conformity. to the Ceremonies now. in uſe, is but an humane 
Law : And there is greater reverence due unto divine than humane 
Laws. 

3- There was no diſpute among the Jews- whether the Ceremonial Law 
was to be obſerved by them 3 they knew, and did believe that Avſes re- 
ceived it from God ; but the lawfulneſs of conformity hath been of a loug ' 
time, and ſtill is. a. diſputable point 3 many Learned. and Holy men are- 
v6 ſatisfied. thercin. 
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+ 0bj.” But there 1s no neceſhiry of theſe mens — We Preach- 
it) bur the 

may hear the Word Preached from conformable Miniſters, and «1 e 

their Preaching-1s needleſs, 

A1ſc 1. The Preaching of theſe men is neceſſary in reſpe&t of the com- 
mand of God ; which hath laid a neceſſity upon thoſe that are called ro the 
office and work of the Miniſtry to preach the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 16. For vere 
ſity is laid upon mt; yta, wo 3s wnto me, if I preach not the Goſpel, Every 
man that hath received talents from the Lord muſt occupy theſe talents in 
the _ and ſtation God hath ſet him inztill the Lord rakes him off from his 
work, Luk. 19. 13. He called bs ten ſervants, and dilivertd wnto them ten 
pounds, and ſaid unto them, occupy till I come. 

2. The preaching of God's Word is of greater neceſſity than our nece(- 
fary food , and if we be of Job's mind, we ſhall efteem it f, 
2D 12. 1 bave tſtremed the word of thy mouth , move than my ntceſ- 
ary food. 

3- Abimilech might have anſwered David in the like manner ; Dzvid, 
though thou art hungry, there is no neceſſity I ſhould give thee the Shew- 
bread, there are houſes enough, where there is bread enough, and to ſpare, 
whither thou may'ſt go, and be welcom ; and yer neither Abimelech is 
reproved, nor David for receiving the Shewbread. ; 

» The great ignorance, the growth of Atheiſme, Prophaneneſs, Popery 
and other dangerous errors in this Nation , ſheweth a neceſſity of all the 
Miniſters in the Nation , both Conſormiſts, and Non-conformitts, LJ there were 
twice as many as there are) tolay out themſelves ro the utmoſt in preaching 
the Goſpel. 

9. Whereas the Informers. plead they do not perſecute theſe Miniſters 
for praying and preaching, but for breaking the Laws of the Nation ; this 1s 
bur a vain excuſe ; For, 

1. The work yon find theſe men abour, is no other work but praying to 
God in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt , for _— agreeable to his Will ; and 
preaching the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or ſome other religious exer- 
ciſe, my for theſe things you inform againſt them. 

2. If you found theſe men aſſembled at a Tavern with Bottles of Wine 
eating and drinking, and making merry, you would not moleſt them ; or if 
you found them at a play-houſe, to ſee a Comedy Aded , you would not 
moleſt them ; or if they were ar a Coffee-houſe reading a Garzette, hearing 
or telling of news; or If you found them aſſembled at a Dancing-School, or 
at a Fair or Market to buy or ſell, you would ler them alone ; but if you 
find them praying or preaching, you then make what haſt you can to 
ſuppreſs rheir Meetings, and to incenſe the Magiſtrate againſt them. And 
yet will you fay , you do not perſecute theſe men for praying and 
preaching ? 

3. If it be your zeal for the Law that carries you out; why do you 
not infor againſt Whore-mongers, Drunkards, Swearers, Sabbath-breakters, 
and other prophane Sinners, who break the Laws of God and men? yea, 
why 46" you” not 'pull the beanr out of your own eyes (and mform the 
Magiſtrate your ſelyes one of another, for the crimes againſt the Law that 
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you are well-known tobe guilty of) before you go to pluck the mote out of 
theſe mens eyes ? 

4- Whether thoſe men break the Law in preaching and praying, as you 
pretend, ſhall be enquired in anſwer to another of your Pleas. 

Plea 3, If theſe men would conform or leave preaching we would nor 
moleſt rhem. 

Anſ. 1. Though theſe men cannot conform to thoſe things which are 
impoſed and required of ſuch as enjoy Eccleſiaſtical promotions in this 
Nation ; yet the Informers ought not to perſecure them for preaching the 
Goſpel , though they be ſuch as have a great zeal for cnc denley For 
ſeveral Reaſons. 

1: Preaching the Goſpel is of greater neceſſity, than conformity to the 
Ceremonies, which are acknowledged by the greateſt Patrons of them to be 
but indifferent things. 

2, Following Chriſt and his —_—_ was of greater conſequence than 
conformity to that which is impoſed on ſuch as enjoy Ecclefraſtical promo- 
tions 3 yer when 7obn ſaw one caſting out Devils, and out of his zeal ro 
Chriſt forbade him, Chriſt reproved him for it, Lub. 9. 49, Ard Jobs an- 
fwered and ſaid, Maſter, we ſaw one caſting ont Devils in thy name, and we 
forbade him, becauſe be followeth not with. us; and Jiſus ſaid, Forbid him not ; 
for be that is not againſt us, is for us. 

3. Theſe men cannot conform to the Ceremonies, and thoſe other things 
which are impoſed on publick Miniſters without ſm. For ſuppoſe theſe 
men were under a miſtake, and there was nothing required, but-what was 
lawful ; yet they judging theſe things unlawful , they cannot comply with 
them without fin, Rom. 14. 14. To bim that eſteemeth any thing unclean, t2 
bam it is unclean. 

4. Theſe men conform to the Law of God , and to the Dottrine of the 
Church ; though they do not conform to the Ceremonies of the Church, 
whereas many that conform to the Ceremonies of the Church are 
of debauched converſations, and live in the tranſgreſſſon of rhe Laws of 
God, and ſome are of corrupt judgments. And the zeal of the Informers 
ſhould carry them out rather againſt ſuch as corrnpt the Dottrine , than 
thoſe that -ſcruple the Ceremonies of the Church {( for the Dottrine 
of the Church , is of more value than all the Ceremonies, that being 
of a divine Revelation, theſe of hufnane invention ; that being of neceſliry 
to Salvation, theſe being as the chief Patrons of them contend only for 
order and decency in the worſhip.of God) and againſt ſuch as tranſprels the 
Laws of God, rather than thoſe that tranſgreſs as they ſay )the Laws of men. 

2. Whereas the Informers would have theſe men leave Preaching ., they 
cannot do ſo, unleſs they would bring upon themſelves the curſe of God 
and of men. There is a wo from God- againſt ſuch as are called to preach 
the-Goſpel, and yer negle& it, 1 Cor. 9. 16. Tea, wo is me if I preach not 
the Goſpel. And men-would curſe them alſo , Prov. 11. 26. He that with- 
boldeth corn, the people (ball curſe him ;, But bleſſing ſhall be upon the bead of 
bim that ſelleth it.. The myſtical 'ſence of this Proverb, ſeveral interpreters + 
underſtand of ſuch as withhold the publiſting of the Word, they will bring 
acurſe upon themſelves ; but they that diſpenſe it faithfully, ſhall recerve 
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2 bloſſing, De Dofirina & cibo animirum intelligi poteſt juxta myſtitum ſonſun, 
qui abſcon1it talentum , & non ary gregim ſibi commiſſum ; Maltdittus- iff, 
R. Bryn. Samuel thought he (rould fn , if he ſtould ceaſe praying for, 
and inſtrufting the people, 1 Sam. 12. 13. Moreover, as for me, God forbid, 
1 ſhould f6n againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray fir you, tut 1 will teach you 
the good and the right may; yer the Elders of Iſrael had rejefted Samet 
from bearing rule over them, 1 Sam. 8. 5, 7. So thefe men though they 
have been.caſt out of their poſſeſſhons, and from their publick places, they 
ſhould fin againſt the , if they ſhould ceaſe praying for, and inſtry- 
Eting the people, when the Providence of God puts opportunitics 
into their hands, of praying with them, and teaching them rhe good 
ways of the Lord, 

Plex 4. If theſe men can't ſatisfie their Conſciences without preaching, 
ler them preach in their Families, and to four or five more of their Neſgh- 
hours ; and.in ſo doing they ſhall fulfil the Law of God, and not tranſgreſs 
the Laws of the Nation ; and then. we. will not moleſt them, but we cannot 
hear their numerous meetings. 

Anſ. Several Reaſons may be given why theſe men do not content 
themſelves , nor can be ſatisfied in Conſcience to preach only to their 
own Families, and four or five more of their Neighboars. 1 will mention 
three or four. 

1. Their commiſſion runs ro preach the Goſpel to every creature that is 
willing to hear them , Mark 16.15. Go yet into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel ts rv'ry creature. Their commiſſon 15 not Jimired to their Fa- 
milies, but reacheth every place , where God calls them ; neither 
- Mac perſons , but to every creature that 1s willing to be raught 

them, 

b They are commanded as they have opportunity, to do good to all men, 
Gal. 6. 10. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all men. And the 
account the greateſt good they are able to de for my } pre 1s tO Preac 
the Goſpel to them ; Spiritual alms are to be extended as far as thoſe which 
concern the outward-man : And the command there to ſuch as have ability, 
Is, Give a portion to ſein, and alſo to eight. Luk. 6. 30. Give to every man that 
asbeth of thee. : 

3- Our Lord Jeſus taught all that reſorted ro him 3 though they came in 
great multitudes, Mark 2. 13- All the multitude reſorted to ham, and he taught 
them : Mark 10, 1. 4nd the people reſort unto him again , and as be was wont 
he taught them again.” And when the Apoſtle Paul preached in his own 
hired houſe, he received all that.came to him, and forbade none, A. 0-39. 
Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired bouſt , and rectived all that 
cam? unto bim, and preached the Kingdom of God, And we are to imirate our 
Lord Jeſus and his Apoſtles. Our Lord Jeſus was ſo far from. forbidding 
multitudes reſorting to him , that the more people came to him, the more 
his bowels of compaſſion were moved towards them , and the more pains 
he took to inſtrut them, Mark 6. 31. And Jeſus when be came out, ſaw much 
people , and was moved with Conpaſſon towards them; becauſe they were as 
ſheep not baving a ſhepherd , and be began to ttach them many things. Should 
rheſe men ſhut up their bowels of compaſſion , and ſtut their Srors 1 
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when they ſee much people reſorting to them , How ſkould they be of the 
ſame mind, and the ſame Spirit that was in Jeſus Chriſt 7 

4- The more they preach to, the more Souls are like to be ſaved by their 
Miniſtry. Andit 1s the duty of a Miniſter: of the Goſpel to fave as many 
Souls as he can, (rom erernal deſtruttion. The Apoſtle Paul was willing to 
preach toall, and to carry himſelf as a Servant to all , that he might gain 
the more, 1 Cor. 9. 19. Though I be free from all men, yet I bavt made my 
ſelf a ſervant to all, tbat I might gain the more, 

Plea 5. We have a Law for what we do, when we inform againſt theſe 
men, and cauſe them to be fined, and their Meetings to be broken up 
we do nothing, but what 1s according to the Law : And therefore we 
hope we do not do evil 1n perſecuting theſe men, and ſuppreſſing their 
Meetings. 

Anſ. 1. Suppoſe you had a Law for what you do, yet that would 
nor juſtifie your atlings, nor excuſe your fin. The Jews pretended they 
had a Law to put Chriſt to death; and that by that Law, he not only might, 
but ought to be put to death, ob. 19. 7. Toe Jrws anſwerid bim, we hrut a 
Law, and by our Law bt ought to dit; bicanſe be made bimſelf the Son of 
God, Yer for putting Chriſt to death, the vengeance of God fell upon them 
and hath continued upon their poſterity in a moſt dreadful and amazing 
manner, above ſixteen hundred years. Paul had authority ro diſturb the 
Meetings of the Diſciples, and 1mprifon them ; he had a commiſſion from 
the High Prieſt toimpriſon all of that way, which was cryed out againſt 
in thoſe days, as much as Nor-conſormiſts are im theſe days, AZ, 9. 1, 2. 4nd 
Saul yet breathing out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciplzs of the 
Lord, went wnlo the High Priift, aad deſired of bim" Litters unto the Syn.1gogues, 
that if be found any of this way, whether mm or women, tbe might bring them 
bound unto Jeruſalem. And v. 14. And bire be bath authority to bind all that 
call pon, thy name. And yet notwithſtanding his Letters and authority, Jeſus 
Chriſt cryes out of him as guilty of perſecution, v. 4; Saul, Saul , mby per- 
(erutift thou me ? The Iſraelues had Statutes of Omri- to plead for the wor 
ſhipping the Golden Calves, yet that did not ſecure them from Ged!'s 
Judgments, but he threatens them with deſolation for their fin, Micah 6. 
13 15, Trereſore alſo will 1 make thee ſich in ſmiting thee, in making tie? deſolate 
in (miting thee.---For the Stathtes of Omri ave tept, and all the works of the 
houſe of Ahab, and ye walk in their counſtls, that I ſhould mabe thee a deſolae 
tion; and the Inhabitants thereof at biffing. Epbraim had a Commandment 
from Jerobsam tro worſhip the Golden Calves, yet this did not excuſe 
Epbraim's Sin ; but God waſted Epbraim with ſecret and open Judgments, for 
walking willingly after that commandment; being both as a Moth and a 
Lion to Epbraim , Hoſ. 4- 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed and broken in judgment 5 
brcauſe he willingly, walked aſter the commanamint ; Therefore will I be un's 
Epbraim as 4 moth, and to the bouſe of Judah as rottennſs. The commandment 
that Epbraim walked willingly after, for which he is thus threatned, as alfo 
v. 14, is by moſt interpreters, both ancient and modern, underſtood of the 
commandment that 7eroboam gave the ten Tribes concerning the Golden 
Calves 3; as Kut notes on the place. Hebrei intirpretes & ner Fine plerique 
id referwt «d mandatun Jrroboam dt colendus a & altaribas nobis erigendis. 
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The Papiſts that burnt the Martyrs, plead Law for what they did; yet all 
Proteſtants abhor and condemn their bloody prattiſes. v 

2. A man may execute the Law, and yet be a finner in the ſight of God, 
if that which he doth, bedone from ancvil principle , or for an-evil end; 
As for inſtance ; Though you ſhould do nothing againſt theſe men , but 
what 1s according to Law; yet if your a&ings againſt them proceed from 
malice or hatred, or from a covetous principle to get their eſtates, or from 
enmiry againſt Religion, or any ſach like evil principle ; your aftings are 
abominable in the ſight of God, When 7ebu deſtroyed the houſe of Ahab, 
he did that which was agreeable to the Law of God, he did according x0 all 
that was in the heart of God, 1 K/ng. 1o. 3o. yet becauſe Jebs's heart was 
. not right in the fight of God, becauſe he Gught his own ends, and not the 
glory of God in what he did, he was guilty of blood 1n the hight of God ;. 
And God threatned to -avenge the blood of the houſe of Abav, which was 
ſhed in 7exzye2} upon the houſe of 7ehs, Hoſ. 1. 4, 1 will avenge the blood of 
Fexree! upon the houſe of Fehbu. By the blood of Zexreel underſtand Abat's 50 
Sons, which were ſlain at 7*h#'s appointment by the Rulers of 7exree/, and 
all the remainder of 4h4b's houſe, whom 7ebu ſlew in Zexreel, 2 K.8.10.1,7,11. 
Now if a man may fulfil the Law of God, and yet fall under the ven- 
geance of God, for doing what God commands, for corrupt and ſinful ends ; 
then much more may a man execute the Laws of men , and thereby incur 
- diſpleaſure of Almighty God , for making uſe of, and proſecuting that Law 
' from evil principles, and for finful and corrupt ends. 

3. The Law which Informers make uſe of to perſecute theſe men, is 
capable of ſuch an interpretation, as it will not touch theſe men or their 
Meetings. For, 

1. If the body of the Ad be to be interpreted by-the title of the AR (as 
one would think it ſhould, the title repretenting the deſign and main pur- 
port of che Act, as the Contents of a Chaprer does ſer out the chief. things - 
in the Chapter), Theſe men are not at al concerned in this At, For it's 
Intituled, An A to prevent and ſuppreſs ſeditious Conventicles : For they- come 
not at any ſcditious Convenricles; they- abhor ſuch Conventicles as 
much as theſe 1nformers, or any-other men. For they know and teach ac- 
cording to the Scripture, That ſedition is a work of the fleſh, which will 
exclude men from the Kingdom of God, as well as envyings. and murrhers, 
drunkenneſs and revellings , or other ſuch like fins, Gal. 5. 20, 21. And if 
an 1:/ormer ſhall call an Aﬀembly-of men fearing God , who meet together 
for no other end bur to pray to God, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
Preach and Hear the Word of God, or other Religious exerciſes, a ſeditious 
Conventicle, he feemeth to meto be either an ignorant or malicious man, 

2.1f the Law be to be interpreted by the Preface to the AR;neither will that 
concern the Meetings of theſe men. The Preface js this,* For providing further 
«and more _ remedies againſt the growing and dangerous pradtiſe of ſe- 
< dirzous Settaries, and other diſſoyal perſons, who under pretence of tender 
« Conſciences, have or may at their Meetings contrive inſurreRtions z as late 
« experience hath ſhewn. This Preface doth not in any of its branches con- 
cern theſe Miniſters called Non-conformiſts-: They are not.ſeditious Seftaries, 
far-they are of the fame Faith with the Church of Englard ; and. Preach peace, 
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and labour as much as in them lyes to Jive peaceably with all men. They are 
no diſloyal perſons, for . they honour the King, and pray for him, both in 
their Cloſets, Families, and Aﬀemblies. There are nodangerous praftiſes at 
their Meetings; for when they meet together they pray to God, theWread 
the Holy Scriptures, they preach ſound Doctrine, they praiſe God in i.nging 
Plalms, they give Alms, theſe are no dangezous prattifes. They are none 
of rhoſe, thar ar their Meetings contrive inſurrefions, as experience ſhews : 
For no inſtatice that I have heard of, hath been of any ſuch contrivance , for 
the long ſpace __ fince they were caſt out of their livings, a good proof 
of their peaceableneſs ; Beſides,they have Women and Children at their Meet- 
ings, yea,and perſons me know not,and that 15 not the manner of them that 
meet to contrive inſurrettions. Some may fay, though neither the Title nor 
the Preface do reach theſe men and their Meetings, yet the A& ir elf doth ; 
for it concernerh thoſe that ſhall be preſent at any Aſlembly or Conventicle.or 
Meeting, under colour or pretence of any exerciſe of Religion in other man- 
ner than according to the Liturgy and practiſe of the Church of Fng/and. To 
which I anſwer, ſtill this relates to thoſe that are preſent at Religious exerciſes 
under a colour or pretence, and fo it dotIrnot reach them who meet together 
for no other end, but to worſhip God, and edife their own Souls ; but only 
reaches ſuch as uſe Religious exerciſes for a pretence and colour to .carry on 
ſome evil deſigns, which cannort be proyed againſt theſe men. 

But the moſt material paſage in this AR which 1s made uſe of to ſuppreſs 
the Afſemblies of theſe men, 15 this, It x pretended their exerciſes of Religion are 
in other manner than according to the Litwwgy , and the prafiiſe of the Church of 
England. And therefore this muſt new be enquired into 3 which if theſe 1t- 
formers did rightly underſtand, and would pur on chariey,and did fear an oath, 
they would be very fearful to perſecute theſe men, or cauſe them to be fined 
and moleſted upon a pretence that their meering is in other manner than 
according to the Liturgy, and the practiſe of the Church of England. BeforeT 
anſwer this, I would premiſe one paſſage out of Dr. Zr. Tay/our, late Biſhop of 
Down and Conner, about the interpretation of the Laws, 1b. 3. pag. 31. It's 
obſervable that al Laws do infinitely decline all haſh ſinſis , and ave ambitions of 
gentle and benign mtzrpretations. 1f this rule of interprecing Laws be granted, 
and praftiſed, I doubt not but the Non-conformiſts and their Meetings will be 
exempted from the peralties of this Act. 

To clear this more particularly, Let it be conſidered, whether theſe mens 
prayings be in other manner than according to the Liturgy ; to this end ler 
me tell you in what manner theſe men pray, they pray to the Almighty God 
that made Heaven and Earth, who is the God and Father cf our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. They pray to this God in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and make uſe 
of no other Mediatour befides our Lord Jeſus. They pray for things agreeable 
to the Will of God. They pray to God in a known tongue,which is underſtood 
by thoſe that joyn with them. They lift up their hearts, as well as their hands 
ro God in the Heavens. The glory of God 1s that which they aim ar in all their 
prayers. And are not all theſe things according to the Liturgy of the Church 
of England ? Doth not the Liturgy dire& prayer ro be madeto the true God ? 
Are not the Prayers of the Liturgy. agreeable to the Will of God ? Are not 
the Prayers of the Lituzgy offered up to God in the Name of Chriſt,and in a 
G 2 known 
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known tongue, and for the glory of God ? Did you find theſe men praying” 
tw 7upitzr, or any of the Gods of the Heathen : Did you hear them blaſpheme 
Teſus Chriſt as the Jews do in their Synagogues : D1d you find them-praying 
in ag unknown tongue 3 or praying tothe Saints or Virgin Mary, as the Pa- 
piſts "do; or did you find them praying for unlawful things, you had ſome 
colour to inform againſt them as tranſgreſſors of this att, What is there then 
m theſe mens Prayers, that make you judg them to be 1n other manner than 
according to the Liturgy , which in your apprehenſion makes them tranſ(- 
greſiors of the Law ? It may be you will ſay, They do not uſe that form of 
Prayer which is preſcribed 1n the Lirurgy, but they pray in other words. To 
which I anſwer , They may be truly ſaid to pray afrer the ſame manner, 
though they uſe not the fame words : For, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave his 
Diſciples a form or pattern to diret them how to pray, and bid'them pray 
after that manrer that he had taught them, Matt. 6. 9. After this manner thirc- 
fore pray y?, Our Father which art in Heaven : And we hind ſome of their Prayers 
recorded, as Att. 1. 24, 25. Aft. 4. 23. Yet 1n neither of theſe,. nor any 
other place, do we read that they uſed that form of Prayer which our Lord 
Teſus taught them ; but their Prayers were br up to God in other words; 
Now T would demand of theſe 1r/orm:rs, Did the Apoſtles tranſgreſs the com- 
mandmenrt of Chriſt, and pray in other manner than Chriſt direfted;, when 
they uſed not that form of words which are contained in the Lords Prayers, 
bur prayed in other words ? I ſuppoſe they will be aſhamed to fay the. Apo- 
files tranſpreſſed the command, and prayed in other manner than he enjoin'd 
them. If they ſhould be ſo audacious as to charge the Apofiles with the breach 
of Chriſt's command for praying in other words ; they may be refuted from 
that gracious anſwer, which God gave to their Prayers , by filling them all 
with the Holy Ghoſt, after they had prayed to him, A. 4. 31. If they wilt 
grant the Apoſtles did nor pray in other manner than Chriſt dire&ed,though 
they uſed other words, and fo were no tranſgreſlors of Chriſt's command; 
Then I reply, Why then do theſe Inſormers | gr and perſecute theſe 
Miniſters as tranſgreſſors of this A , pretending that in their Meetings they 
pray in-other manner, than according-to the Liturgy ; when all that is requi- 
ſite to make a Prayer acceptable to God, is found in theſe mens Prayers, as 
well as in the Prayers in the Liturgy ? Theſe mens Prayery are offered up to 
the ſame.God, by the ſame Mediatour, by the help of the ſame Spirit ; for 
things agreeable to the Will of God; and for the honour and glory of God, 
as well as the Prayers preſcribed in the Liturgy. 

Eut bekdes-what hath been ſaid already, there may be one thing more 
added, which will exempt theſe men from being guilty ofexerciſing any Ads 
of Religion in other manner than according to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, and that is this z The Liturgy of the Church of England, includes all. 
thoſe portions of the-Holy Scripture, which are appointed to be read for the 
firſt and ſecond Leſ:on for the —_—_— and Evening Service throughout the 
whole year, together with what 1s read for the Epiſtles and Goſpels. And 
whatever __ exerciſe 1 allowed of by theſe, by thoſe portions of Scrip« 
rure appointed to be read by the Liturgy for the Morningor Evening Service; 
that Reliz1ous exerciſe is not performed in other manner than according to 
the. Liturgy of the Church of England. ' And if all thoſe portions of Poyonne 
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be part of the - Liturgy (which I ſuppoſe none will deny) it will be cafe 
proving, that there 1s nothing done at cheſe Aflemblies, bur what is agreeable 
to the Scriptures uſed in the Liturgy; I ill touch but upon ore or two places. 
On 7uly the 18th, for the ſecond Leſſon art the Evening Service is appointed 
to be read, 1 Tim. 2. and there, praying in houſes, and in every other place 
is allowed of as well as in Temples , fo it be done in an holy manner, v. 8, 
I will thirifore thit men pray every where, lifting up bo'y bands without wrath and 
doubting. And June the goth, for the ſecond Leſſon is appointed Eph. 6, and 
there the Apoſtle alloweth of all manner of Prayer, fo it be in the Spirit,v.18, 
Praying always with all Prayers, and Supplication in the Spirit : So that all man- 
ner of Prayer at what time or place ſoever it be made, if it be Prayer inthe 
Spirit, is allowed by the Scriptures appointed to be read by the Liturgy, and 
ſo 1s not in other manner than according to the Licurgy. Many more inſtances 
might be given to prove the Religious: exerciſes of theſe men to be in ſuch 
manner as agreeth with the Scriptures preſcribed to be read by the Lirurgy 3 
but I ſhall add no more. 

Now let us conſider whether theſe mens exerciſes of Religion be in other 
manner than according to the prattiſe of the Church of England. If they had 
no benefit by the former clauſe (which as before explained, 1s for their ad- 
vantage, —_— made uſe of to ſuppreſs them) yet they have protection from 
the penalty of the Law, as I conceive, by this clauſe, The prattiſe of the Church 
of England. To clear this, let it be conſidered, 

1, What 15 the Church of England ? The beſt way to know this, is to conſi- 
der the Doftrine of the Church of England, declared in the 39 Articles ; and 
there the Church 1s thus defined, Art. 19, © The Viſible Church of Chrit, is 
6 a Congregation of faithful men, in the which the pure. Word of God is 
« preached, and the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's 
« Ordinance, and in all thoſe things that of neceſſity are requiſite tothe ſame. 
And if this be a true deſcription of the Church of England (which they that 
own the Articles,I think ſtould not deny )then theſe Non-conformiſts are a con- 
fiderable part of the Church of Engl/ard. For they are faithful men, men that 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (which I ſuppoſe is meanryby faithful men); 
in their Congregations the Word of God is preached in tryth and purity, the 
Sacraments are duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's Celinence.in all things 
that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. If theſe Nn-cunformiſts be not a 
part of the Church of Eng/and, How, and when, and by whom were they 
excommunicated and caſt out of the Church ? If any fay they do not comply 
with the Diſcipline and Ceremonies of the Church, 1 anſwer: 

1. In that definition which 15 given of the Church in the 19th Article, there 
is nothing mentioned of tke Diſcipline or Ceremonies : As Mr. Rogers obſerves 
in his Expoſition of the 39 Articles, dedicated to the Arch-biſhop of Canter- 
bury ; His words aretheſe, Some (and they, many of them very godly men) add 
Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline for a note of the Viſible Church ; but becauſe the ſaid Diſciplins 
af part is included in the marks here mentioned ;*both we, and in wr all ' well. 
ordered Churches, over-paſs it in this place, as no tobe ſimply of the Viſible Church, 

2. The Church of England is not founded upon the Ceremonies or the Difci- 
pline; but 1t 1s built upon the foundation of the Prophets and Apoſiles, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone : And upon this — 
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» theſe Nor-conformiſt Miniſters build as well as the Conformable Clergy ; and 
therefore are of the Church of England as well as they. And if - 8. Non- 
conſormiſts be a conſiderable part of the Church of England, how can theſe 
Irformers (wear their Religious exerciſes are 1n other manner than according 
ro the praRiſe of the Church of England ? 

If any man will put ſucha harſh ſenſe upon theſe words, The praiſe of th? 
Church of England, that he will have none underſtood but the conformable 
part of the Church of England ; Yer in this ſenſe it may be pleaded, It is 
not contrary to the praiſe of the Church of Eng/a1d, for men that have been 
brought up at the Univerſity, and after their examination of their fitneſs for 
the work of the Miniſtry, have been ordained, and ſet apart thereunto with 
faſting and Prayer, to preach ſound Dodrine, and before and after their Ser- 
mons to pray to God m the naine of hisSon,for things agreeable to his Will; 
which is the pra&iſc of theſe men. Bur if it be ſaid it is the praftiſe of the 
conformable Clergy in England to uſe the forms of Prayer preſcribed by the 
Liturgy, which theſe men do not ; I anſwer, It is the praiſe of the Miniſters 
of the Church of E1g/and to pray with other Prayers when in their Pulpits, 
both before and after Sermon, than what are preſcribed in the Liturgy ; fo 
that praying in other words, and in axother method than what is preſcribed 
in the Liturgy, either before or after Sermon in Publick Aflemblies, as the 
Non-conformiſts do, is not contrary tothe prattiſe of the Church of England. 

2. Neither is praying and preaching without having the Liturgy read to 
the Aſſembly,contrary to the prattiſe of the Church of England. For at Fu- 
neral Sermons the reading of the Liturgy is often omitted. And it was the 
uſual praQiſc at the chiefeſt Church in Cambridge , and I ſuppoſe ſtill is con- 
ned (where the Vice-Chancellor, Maſters, and Fellows of Colledges, and 
other Students aſſemble togerher) to have praying and preaching both in the 
forenoon and afternoon every Sabbath-day, without the uſe of the Liturgy in 
that Aſſembly. Alſo when there is Concio ad C/erum (which is frequent in Term 
Time) there 15 praying to God, and preaching his Word without the ufe of 
-; Liturgy.And yet I ſuppoſe no man will ſay,Theſe are none of rhe Church 

, of England. 

3- It is nocrime to uſe different words,and different methods in preaching; 
ſo they that preach, do preach ſound Dottrine.And why ſhould it be eſteemed 
ſuch a great crime to ule different forms and Methods in Prayer, provided 
that they that pray, pray toone and the ſame God, in the name of one and 
the ſame Mediator, for things agreeable ro the Will of God. 

4- As for the In/ormers that yon they have Law for what they do, if this 
were a truth Twhich yer I will not grant them) T would adviſe thetn to con- 
ſider how contrary their prattiſe is ro the Laws of. God z I might name many 
inſtances, Iwill mention but rwo or three, Pro, 25, 15, Lay not wait ,, Oh 
wichrd man , againſt thi dwelling of the vigl:t10us, ſpoil not bis reſting-place, 
Ta. 16. 3, 4, Hide the out-caft g bewray not bim that wand4rtth, Let my out- 
caſts dwell with thez Moab; be thou a covert to them from the fate of the ſpoiley. 
If M245 who was a ſtranger to the Common-wealth of I1fae!, was to ſhew that 
humanity rowards the Traelitrs, when in a ſuffering condition, as not to be- 
wray him that wandred ; bur to hide them, permit them ro dwell in fafery, 

£0 be a covert from the face of the ſpoiler ; Then what ſtall we fay-to them 


that 
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that profeſs thetnſelves Chriftians, and yet are ſo far from hidirg and being a 
covert to the ſervants of God, that they lye in wait to betray them , and 
endeavour to' ſpoil them of rheir goods ? Zech. 8. 12, Lit none of you imagine 
evil in your heart again} his neighbour , and love no falſe oath ; for 
all thiſt are things that I hate, ja1th the Lord. When you are contriving how 
you may do evil to theſe men; you are doing that which the Lord hares. 
The greatneſs of your fin, and your contrariety to the Word of God, hath 
been ſo fully ſer out 1n the former Chaprer, that I (hall need to add no more 
on this head : only I ſhall mention this, The Laws by which we ſhall all be 
judged at the laſt day, are the Laws of God; and therefore we ſhould do 
nothing here, bur what we can give a good account of at the day of Judg- 
ment, Jam. 2. 12, Soſpeab yet, and ſo do yt, as they that ſhall be juaged by the 
Law of Liberty. 

Plea 6.1f theſe men would preach and meet in Churches, we would not moleſt 
them; bur we hate this meeting in houſes and barns, and ſuch like places 

An(. 1. But why ſhould you be ſo much offended ar preaching in houſes, 
and other retired places, whey as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
preached nor only in the Temple and the Synagogues, but in private houſes, 
and ſkips, and other places, where the people could come conveniently to 
hear them. Jeſus Chriſt preached in an houſe, when there was as many as 
the houſe could hold, even to the very doors, Mark 2. 1, 2. It was noiſed that 
be was is the houſe. And ſtr aight-way many weve gathered together inſomuch as there 
was no room to receive them; no,not ſo much as abour the door ; and be preached 
the word unto them. He preached our of a ſhip. Lyb. 5.3, He entred into one.of the 
ſbips which was Simons, and prayed bim that be would thruſt out a little from the 
Land,and be ſite down,and taught the people out of the ſhip. He preached ſometime 
upon the mountains, Matt. s.1, 2, And ſeting the multitudts , be got up into a 
mountain, and when be was ſet, bus Diſciples came unto him, and be opened bis mouth 
and taught them, He did not decline preaching in any place where he had an 
opportunity rodiſpenſe-the Word. And as Jeſus Chriſt , ſo alſo his Diſciples 
preached in houſes, as well as 1n the Temple, and in the Synagogues, Ad. $5.42, 
And daily in tbe Temple and in tvery bouſe, they ceaſed not to teach and to preach Jeſus 
Chrift. AR. 20.20, I kept back nothing ſrom you, but have ſhrwed you ——_ taught 
you publichly, and from hexſe to houſe. For the ſpace of two years Paul preached ' 
1n his own houſe,and received all that came to him, and no man forbade him. 
AR.28.30,31,4nd Paul dwelt twe whole years in bis own hired hoſe,and received 
all that came unto him, preaching the Kjngdom of God,and teaching thoſt things which 
concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all confidence,ng man forbidding bim. And ſome- 


- rimes their Meetings and Preachings were very private, Ga1.2.2. Job. 21.19. 


2, Could theſe men enjoy publick places to preach in, they: would chooſe 
them rather than private houſes ; not that they place any holineſs in them, or 
think the worſhip of God more acceptable in one place,than in another; but 
becauſe of the convemiency of them. A. 17. 24, God that made the world and 
all things therein, ſering be is Lord of beavin and ewth,awelleth not in temples made 
with bands. It's the worſhip and worſhipper that God looks at, more than the 
place where the worſhip is performed, 76h. 4. 21, 23. Ir ſeems irrational and 
not candid (to ſay no worſe) ro ſhut theſe mien out of the Churches,and then 
to reproach them and perfecute them, becauſe they preach not in Chatrches, 
bat in private houſes and barns, and where they beſt can, 3-A-: 
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3. A'ſtable is a more contemptible place than a dwelling-houſe, or barn; 

yer becauſe there was no room 1n the Inn,our Lord Jeſus was born in a ſtable, 

and laid 10 a manger after he was put into his (wadling-cloths, Lub. 2. 7. She 
brought forth her frrſt-born Son, and wrapped him in ſwadling-cloths, and laid him 
in a manger becauſe there was no room for them in the Inn, And ſhall we think 
.any place roo mean for us to aſſemble together in, ſecing our Lord Jeſus 
humbled himſelf fo far as to be born in aſtable-? 

Plea 7. We cannot believe it 1s ſuch a great ſin as you have ſaid, to moleſt 
and perſecute theſe men ; for if it were, we ſhould be greatly troubled in 
our Conſcience, and ſhould have no quietin our minds hiohe nor day ; but we 
are under no trouble of Conſcience for what we do; and therefore we think 
we do not fin in moleſting r1em. 

Anſ. 1. A man may be a great ſinner, .and yet hayeno trouble in his Con- 
ſcience for his fins ; yea, it may be a hard matter to convince him of his fins. 
Whoredom 1s a great fin ; whoremongers and Adulterers God will judg : Yer 
Solomon ſpeaks of ſome that live in this fin, and fay they have done no 
inquity, Prov. 30. 20, Such is th! way of ag adulterous woman, ſhe eateth and 
wipeth ber mouth, and ſaith I have done no wickeduf, Oppreſlion and Murther 
are grievous fins, yet ſome men have ſuch ſeared Conſciences, that they are 
no more troubled at theſe fins,than if they were.innocent perſons. Zech.11.4,5, 
Feed the flock of the Slaughter, whoſe poſſeſſors ſlay them, and hold themſelves not 
guilty ;, and they that ſell them ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, I am rich. Jer. 2. 34,35,Alſs 
in thy Shirts is found the blood of the jouls of the poey innocents, I have not 
ſound it upon ſecret ſearch, but upon all th:ſe, yt thou ſayſt, becauſe I am innocent, 
ſurely bss anger ſhall turn from me. To kill the Diſciples of Chriſt is an exceed- 
ing great fin ; yet ſome are under ſuch a ſpirit of deluſion, that inſtead of 
acknowledging their ſin, they think they do God good Service. Job. 16. 2, 
They ſhall put you out of the Synagogues, yea, the time cometh, that whoſotv.y billtth 
you, mt! think be doth God Service. 

2. Ft hath been already proved by many Arguments out of the Word of 
God, that this prattiſe of yours is exceeding fmful , and abominable in the 
fight of God, and therefore if you have no terrours of Conſcience for what 
you have done, it 1s becauſe your hearts are fo hardened that you are grown 
paſt feeling. 

Plea 8. But if our perſecuting theſe men were ſo great a fin, ſurely God 
would ſend ſome great Judgment upon us ; either fire would fall from Heaven 
and conſume us,or the earth would open its mouth,and ſwallow us up,or ſome 
other ſtrange puniſhment would hefall us; but God lets us alone,and we thrive 
and proſper in the world, and therefore we can't think this is ſuch a great in, 

Aaſ. 1. God oft-rimes lets great finners alone, and doth nor puniſh them 
for their fins in this world ; becauſe he reſerveth them to be punithed at the 
day of Judgment. 2 Pe. 2,9, Tht Lord bneweth bow to dilbuer the gedly out 
of temptation, aud to veſerue the unjuſt to the day of Judgment to be puniſhed. 
7ob obſerved in his time, that there were perſons that did remove the land- 
marks, and violently took away the flocks, and fed thereon, oppreſſed the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs, and grind the face of the poor, and commirted 
other abominable fins, and yer God did not puniſh them for their fins, 
Fob 24% 2, to the 12, Some remove the Land-mark, and viol:ntly tale away flacks, 

and 
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and fud thtrwn. ' They drive away the aft of the fathtrlieſt , and take the widows 
out for « pledge, and yet God layeth not folly to them. And David obſerved of 
many in his time, that were great oppreſſers and afflifters of Gods people, 
and yer they proſpered, did not meet with troubles, either in life or 
death, as other men did ; but had even what heart could wiſh, though they 
were wngodly ſmners, P/. 73. from v.3. to the 12th. 

. "2: Glory nor in this, that God lets you alone in your ſinful ways, and 
fuffers you to p r; For 1t's a token that. he intends to deſtroy you for 
ever, Pf. 97. 2 en the wicked do ſpring as the graſs, and when all the worbtrs 
of iniquity do flouriſh, it is that they (ball be deſtroyed for ever, 

3. It may be the hand of the Lord is lifted up, and hath gone out againſt 
you ſeveral ways, fince you took up this prattiſe of Informing ; though you 
take no norice of it, 1/a, 26. 11, Lord when thy hand is lifted up, they will not 
fer, but they ſhall ſee and be aſhamed ſor 'their envy at the people 3 yea, the fire of 
thine enemies (hall devour then. 

4- Thoagh you do not. meet with judgments in your Bodies, Eſtate , or 
Famifies z yer it may be God hath fmitren you with ſpiritual judgments. 
When Pharaoh opprefied 1r4e!, and would not let Ifratl go to worſhip God ; 
beſides the Plagues that reach the outward man, God ſent Plagues upon Pha- 
yaoh's heart, Fwod. 9. 14, I wilt at this time ſend all my Plaguts upon thy heart. 
And how did God ſend all his Plagnes upon Pharaoh's heart ? It was by giving 
him up to'Judicial hardneſs, Exod. 10, 1, And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go unto 
Phataob, for 1 have hardened bis beart, It's a grievous curſe to. be given up of 
God to obſtinacy of heart, Lam. 3. 65. Give them ſorrow of heart: (or as it is 
in the Margin) obſtinacy of heart, thy curſe unto them. So Vatablus, give them 
obſtinatum cor, an obſtinate hearr, When God gives a man an obſtinate heart, 
he gives him a dreadful curſe ; what adder token of God's difpleaſure, than 
when God lers him alone in his fms, as he did Zpbraim ? Hof. 4. 17. Ephraim 
* joynid to Idols, lit him alont. Hol. 12. 14, Ephraim provebtd bim to anger moſt 
bitterly. Whencel infer, God is provoked ro anger moſt bitterly with thoſe 
ſinners whom he lets alone, and ſuffers to go on in their fins without rebuke 3 
For whom he loves, be rebubes and chaſtens, Rev. 3: 19. 

$. Though God out of his patience bear with you, and give you time and 
ſpace to repent; yet if you repent not , ſudden and unavoidable deſtruction 
will come upon you, Prov. 29. 1, He that biting often reproved y bardneth bis 
neck, ſhall ſuddenly be diftroytd, and that without remedy. Job ſpeaking of op- 
prefſors- (and I conceive Informrs to be guilty of oppreſſion) tells us, how 
oft-times God takes them away in a very ſudden and terrible manner, 70b. 27. 
20, 21,22, Tirrours tabt bold of him as watirs, a tempeſt ftealeth bim in the night, 
the eaſt-wind carrieth bim away, and he departeth, and as a ſflorm burleth him out 
of his place. For God fhall caſt upon bim and not ſpare ; be would fain flet out of bis 
band. All this time that God beafteth with you, and waits for your repen- 
rance, he 1s wherting his ſword and bending his bow, and preparing for you 
the inſtruments of death; and the longer the ſword 1s whetring, the ſharper it 
will be, and give the more deadly wound when it ſtrikes you, Pſ. 7. 10,11,12, 
God is angry with the wicked every day, if he turnnot, be will whet bis ſword, he 
bath bent his bow and made it ready, he bath -alſo prepared for bim the inſtrumints 
of death, be ordaineth bis arrows againſt his pirſe: wtors: 
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Plea 9. Tt brings us in great profit to go and inform againſt theſe men and' 
their Meerings, and therefore being in ſtraits, and having need of Money, we 
take up this rrade'df Irforming z for thereby a third part of all fines will come 
1nto our Purſes. 

Anſ. 1. If the work you went about were ſo good, yetit is ſordid and ſinful 
to go about ſuch an employment from 'a coverous principle. Teaching the 
Word of God is a-good work, and judging the cauſes between man and man 
15 a good work; yer when a man's great end in theſe works 1s to get Money, 
they-become ſinful, Mic. 3. 8. 11, 1 amfull of power by the Spirit of the Lord to 
declare unto. Facob bis tranſgreſſion, and Iſrael his ſin, The beads thereof judge for 
reward,and the Priefts thereof teach ſor hire,and the Prophets thereof divine for Money. 

2. 7u1zs gained thirty pieces of filver by betraying of Chriſt,but whar 
did his Money do him ? when his-Conſcience was awakened and madefenfible 
of his fin, his Money was a trouble to him, he was weary of it, and threw it 
away , and hanged himſelf, Matt. 27. 5, He caſt down the pieces of ſilver iy the 
temp't, and departed and hanged himſelf, When Balaam was ſent for to'Balach to, 
curſe 1ſratl, and had a great reward proffered him, the love of the wages of 
unrighreonſaeſs prevailed with! him to' go; but what befel him in the way ? 
An. Angel met him with a drawn ſword, and would have ſlain him, had nor 
the Aſs turned out ofthe way, Numb. 22. 32, 33. And God to ſhew to Balaam 
his Þlly and madneſs, gave the Aſs a voice to rebuke him. 2 Pet. 2. 15, 16, 
which bave forſaben the right way and gone aftray, following the way of Balaam the 
Son of Rozor, . who. loved the wages of unrighteouſnefs 5 but was rebubed for bis ini- 
quity. The dumb Aſs ſpeaking with mans voice, forbade the madneſs of the Prophet. 
They. that out of love to the' wages of unrighteouſneſs, will eurſe the 1frael of 
God, are little betier than mad-men. The very beaſts, had they power to 
ſpeak, would cry out of, and rebuke the iniquity of theſe men. 

"3. If this prattiſe of yours be o finful as hath been pron then what you 
gain in this kind, is got with the loſs of your Souls ; and if you could gain the- 
whole world, and ſhould loſe your: ſouls, you would be miſerable for ever, 
Mark 8. 36, what ſhall itprofit a man, if be ſhall gain the whote world and loſt bis 
own Soul ? - 

4. Conſider what the Scripture faith of unrighteous men, and the gain 
they make by their unrighteous praiſes. And I leave it to your Conſcience 
ro judge, whether to ger riches by cauſing men to be punthed for praying to 
God, and hearing his Word, be not to-get them unrighteouſly. 

1. All that is gained unrighteouſly, 18 got with the loſs of the Kingdom of 
God. 1 Cor. 9.6, Know you not that the-unrighteous ſball not inberit the Kingdom 
of God ? | 
J 2. AH that is gotten unrighteoufly, will laſt but a lirtle while, 7er. 17. 11, 
He that gitteth riches, and not by right, ſhall leaverbem in the midſt of bis days,and. 
in the end thall bt a ſool. | 

3- The riches you get this way, will eat your fleſh as it were fire, the re- 
membrance of theſe things in the other world will rorment your ConFience, 
as much as fire does your fleſh, 7am. 5. 3, 4. Tow gold and filwir is cankertd, 
and the ruſt of them ſhall witneſs againſt you, and-(ball eat your fleſh as it were fire, 
ye bave heaped up treaſure againſt the laſt days. Behold, the bire of the labourers 
which baus reaped down yow fields ,, which is of you kept back by fraud crytth, 
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ind the crys of thim that reaped art entred into the ears of the Lord of. Sabaoth. If 
the hire of a labouring man kept back by fraud cryeth, and the cry entereth 
into the cars of the Lord of Sabaoth ; how much more do the eſtates of thoſe 
Miniſters who have been Labonrers in God's vineyard, which have been by 

ou taken away by force and violence,cry unto the Lord, and their crys enter 

mto the ears of the Lord of Hoſts ? And if the ruſt of the eſtates of covetous 
men, who heap up Money and do no good with it, will be a witneſs againſt 
them, and will eat their fleſh Tike fire, then what a witneſs will all thoſe 
goods be againſt you at the day of Judgment, which you have cauſed to be 
taken away from the ſervants of God ? and how will the remembrance thereof 
vex and torment your Confciences ; even as if your fleſh were continually 
burning in the fire ? 

Plea 16, We abhor thoſe men that turn Inſormers for filthy tucre ſake, and 
look upon them as vile perſons: Its zeal for the glory of God, and the good 
of the Church, that makes us proſecute theſe men; TI purpoſe to give ny part 
of _ fines to the poor, and to charitable uſes ; therefore Thope I am praiſe- 
worthy. 

Anſon: Suppoſe it be zeal that carries you out to mg theſe men, yet 
you may be _ perſecution. When the Apoſtle Pax! made havock of 
the Church of Chriſt, and haled the ng@mbers of it to Priſon, he did nor a& 
for gain or preferment, but out of zeal; yet he acknowledgeth himſelf a per- 
ſecutor and injurious , though what he did proceeded out of a blind zeal, 
Phil, 3. 6, Concerning al, perſecuting the Church , AR, 26.9. I viriy thought 
with my ſelf, T ought to ds many things contrary to the name of Jeſus of Nazurethe 

And though he did nothing againſt the members of Chriſt, bur what he 
thought ro be his _ 3 yet when he was better inſtruted, ke called himſelf 
the chief of ſinners, for perſecuting of Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. An indiſcreet zeal may carry a man out, not only to do that which is 

rejudicial to himſelf, but may bring Judgments upon the Kingdom where te 
fives. Sul ſlaying the Gibconites out of zeal to the children of 1/yae! and 

Judah , brought a famine, which 1s a fore Judgment, that continued a long 
time in the Land even three years, 2 Sam. 21. 1, 2, Then thire was a famine in 
the days of David three years, year ajter year. And David enquired of the Lord, and 
the Lord anſwered, it is for Saul and hys bloody bouſe, becauſe be ſlew the Gibeonites. 
( Now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Iſrail, but of the remnant of the 
Amoritts, and the children of Iſrael had ſworn unto thim. And Sail ſorght to ſlay 
them in bis zeal to the children of Iſrael and Zudab.) 

3+ Thoſe alms which you give to the poor ont of theſe mens eſtates that are 
fined for meering together to pray toGod, and to hear his Word, arc no way 
acceptable ro God. For, 

1. He loves judgment and rightcouſmeſs, and hates thoſe Sacrifices which 
aretaken by Robbery from other men , and then preſented to him for a 
Sacrifice, 1. 61. 8, For 1 the Lord, love judgment, and hate Robb:ry jor buynt« 
offering. 

2. He that would give alms which may be acceptable to God, muſt give 
alms of what he getreth righteouſſy, Matr. 6. 1, Tabe heed that ye do not you 
alms brſort men to be ſeen of them, Some copies render it Tidy Cixarourny, 25 
Bexza obſerves. Take heed you do not your righteouſneſs before 10en : Alms 
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may be called righteouſneſs ; becanſe they muſt be of goods boneſtty avdcighe 
repulſſy gotten. Towr alms, We mul} give alms out of our gn, not other. 
mens E1tates. | | 

'Thofe that ſought ro build up Zipt with blogd, took the ready way te 
defiroy Zion, Mic. 3. 10,12, They Puild up Zion with blood, and Jeruſelem with 
iniquity. Therefore ſhall Zion ſor your ſake beploughed as a field, aud Jeruſalem ſhall 
become heaps. 

Plea Fx We hare thefe men, aud know not how to find an occafion againſt 
them ; except ir be in the matters of their God, and this is a ready way to 
be avenged of them. 

Anſ.1. If you hate theſe men,then you are Murtherers 1n God's account,and 
ſhall have no part in his Kingdom, 1 ob. 3. 15. Whoſerver bateth bis brother i; 
4 murtherer, and ye brow, that no murtherer, bath eternal life abiding in him. 

2, Though men cannot ſee the ſpite that 15 in your hearts , but it may be 
covered over with fair pretences 3 yet God ſeeth 1t, and he will requice it, 
P/. 16. 34+ Thou baſt ſten it, For thou beboldeſt mijchief and ſpite -to requitt it 
with thy hand. 

3- Suppoſe any that come to theſe Meetings have done you wrong, yer you 
ought not to avenge your ſelves; but to overcome evil with good, Kom. 12, 
19, 21, Dearly beloved, avenge not your Mites, but rather give place uste wrath ; 
for-it is written, Vengeance is mint, anTT will repay, (aith the Lord, By not over- 
come | evil; but overcome evil with good, Much leſs ſhould you for the offence of ons 
man ſeth to be revenged of an Aſſembly of men, As Haman, when he had taken 
offence at Moydecai,ſought to be avenged of the whole race of the Jews, which 
proved his overthrow. 

Plea 12. We think, may others ſay, that ſome of theſe men are righteous 
perſons, and mean well ; but they diſturb the peace of the Church,and their 
preaching cauſeth diviſion in the Church ; for by their means are Families 
divided, and ſome go one way and ſome another. And- this makes us labour 
ro ſuppreſs them ; becauſe the good of the Church 1s to be preferred above the 
good of particular perſons. 

Anſ: 1, If you grant theſe men to be righteous men, you had need take heed. 
how you perſecute them. What Zeb ſaid to his friends, 7ob 19. 28, But ye heals 
ſay, why perſecute we bim, ſeeing the root of the matter 3s in him? That you ſhould 
ſay, why perſecute we theſe men, ſecing the root of the matter is in them, ſee- 
ing they are of the ſame faith with us,aud walk in the fear of God ? 

2. If by the Church you underſtand the body of Chriſtians, who embrace 
the Dodrine of the Goſpel , and walk in all the Ordinances and Command- 
ments of the Lord Jeſus ; then theſe men are a great part of the Church, 
and are not the diſturbers of the Churches peace : For. whom do they moleſt, 
whom do they perſecute ? They are defirous to hve at peace among them- 
ſelves, and to have peace with all men, as much as in them is. Theſe Inſormers 
and their adherents are the diſturbers of the Churches peace, who perſecute 
men profeſſing Faith in Chriſt,and walking im all the Ordinances of the Goſpel; 
for worſhipping God, If —_—_ Church you mean the Paſtors and Teachers 
of the Church ; theſe men do not moleſt the conformable Clergy , in. their 
executing their Miniſterial office, As for ſuch of them as are ſound in the 


Faith, holy in their Lives faithful Preachers of God's holy Word;They th the 
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Bleffing of the Lord be upon them, and rejoyce to hear when they convert 


Souls ro Chriſt. And in this ſenſe alſo 1rformers are the diſturbers of the 
Church, for their great deſign is ro moleſt and perſecute the Paſtors and Tea- 


\ chers among the Non-conſormifts, rather than any other perſons, 


Great diviſions aroſe in the Jewiſh Church upon the preaching of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; Families were divided upon his preaching, ſome were for him, 
others were againſt him. Fathers againſt their children, and children againſt 
their fathers, Luk. 11. $I, $2, 53. Suppoſe you that I am come to give peace on 
earth ;, 1 tell you nay, but rather diviſion. For from henceforth there ſhall be froe in 
one bouſe divided, three againſt two, and two againſt three, The Father ſhall be 
divided againft the Son, and the Son againſs the Father, The Mother againſt the 
Daughter, and the Daughter againſt ber Mother, The Mother-in-law againſt the 
Davghter-in-law, and the Daughtir-in-Law againſt the Mother-in-law. Was Jeſus 
Chrilt ro be xy + ? was his preaching to be blamed , becauſe of theſe 
diviſions that followed upon it ? Far be it from any man to ſay or think fo. 
In like manner, if diviſions and diſlentions ariſe in Families, and among Re- 
lations upon the preaching of the Miniſters of Chriſt; neither they are to be 
ſuppreſſed, nor their Miniſters to be blamed. 

Yea, it may be further added, that the preaching of the Corſormiſt Miniſters 
alſo doth cauſe difſentions and diviſions in Families and Pariſhes; when many 
Families in one Pariſh will repair to hear the Miniſters of another Pariſh, and 
that in great numbers ; ſo thar ſome Congregations where Miniſters are 
eminent, are thronged ; others, ſcarce any hearers at all; yea, in the ſame 
Families in London, and other places: ſeveral in the ſame Family do repair to 
ſeveral conforming Miniſters of other Pariſhes. And ſome Perſons of Quali- 
ty zealous roo for Uniformity,do conſtantly deſert their own Miniſters to hear 
ſome other they better approve of , raking all or the greateſt part of their 
Families with them,and for years together ; yetI ſuppoſe theſe 1:/ormers judg 
not themſelves obliged out of their love of the Churches peace to proſecute 
theſe Miniſters and their hearers,the one for preaching,ard the other hearing. 

Plea 13, We are convinced we have done evil, but you ſhould nor have re- 
proved us ſo openly, whereby we are made odious m the eyes of the people. 
We were ſufficzently. hated before, but now we are like to be much more hared. 

Anſ. You have ſinned openly, and therefore you are to be rebuked openly, 
that others might hear and fear, and not follow your evil example,1 7im. 5.10, 
Them that ſin rebuke before all, that others alſo may frar. 

2, Open rebuby 35 better than ſecret love, Prov.27.5, And you are not offended 
with a man for Pay of you, though it be with a ſecret love, Why then 
ſhould you be offended for being openly rebuked ? 

3. I have named no mans perſon. I have only laid open the odious nature of 
your ſin. And your fin is more odjousthan can be expreſſed. I would not have 
any man hate your perſons ; but I would have all men hate your fins. 

4- If you had died in your fins, you ſhould have been pur to everlaſting 
ſhame, for that will be the portion of impenicent finners, to be put to ſhame 
and conrempt for ever, Dan. 12. 2, Many” of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth hall awake, ſome to everlaſting lift, and (ome to rutr laſting ge and contempt, 
But if by this, or any other means, you are bronght to repentance, then ſtall 
you haye everlaſting glory. 

CHAP. 


os 
CHAP. IV. 


Inferences from the foregoing Diſcourſe. 


Shall now draw fome Inferences from what hath been ſaid concerning the 
|| greatneſs of the fin of theſe. Informers, that perſecure righteous men for 

praying to God,and preaching and hearing his holy Word,and cauſe their 
Aſſemblies to be broken up, and their goods to be taken from them. 

Inf. 1. If this beſuch a great fin, then let thoſe that have been guilty of it, 
repent and make reſtitution. Without repenrance there's no poſſibility that 
you ſhould, avoid periſhing for ever, Luk. 13. 3, I tell you nay, but except ye 
repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Conſider how ſharply the Lord Jefus reproved 
the Phariſees, hindring mens entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 23. 
13. 33, Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye ſhut up the Kingdom of 
heaven againſt men ;, for you neither go in your ſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are 
entring togo in. Te ſerpents, yt generation of vipers: How can yt eſcape the damnation 
of bell ? The Phariſees were ſaid to ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven ; becauſe 
they hindred the preaching of the Goſpel, which is called, The Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, Matt, 24. 14. -And the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 13. 47. Becauſe 
it is the way and means of bringing men into the Kingdom. That the Phari- 
ſees did ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven , by hindring the preaching the 
Goſpel, is evident from Luk. 11. $2. where the ſhutting up. the Kingdom is 
called the raking away the key of knowledg. They ated the part of Serpents 
and Vipers; they did bite and ſting thoſe that preached , and thoſe that 
heard the Goſpel, 7ob. 9. 22. and ſo Findred mens entrance into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, And for this Serpentine carriage, Jeſus rells them they were in 
danger of eternal damnation. -How can ye eſcape the damnation of hell ? will ye 
do the ſame things the Phariſees did, and yet think ye ſhall not fall into the 
ſame condemnation ? your only way to avoid it 1s, by timely and fincere 
repentance. Exeb. 18. 30, Repent and turn your ſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, 
and ſo iniquity (ball not be your ruine, 

And as you muſt leave off your fins, ſo if you expeR mercy from God ; you 
muſt make reſtitution to thoſe perſons, from whom you have taken or cauſed 
to be taken away any of their goods. To convince you of the neceſſity of 
making reſtitution ; conſider ſuch Scriptures as theſe , Feb. 33. 15. If the 
wicked reſtore the pledge, give ag4in that be bath robbed, walk in theſtatutes of life ; 
be ſball ſurely live, be ſhall not dye. T's not ſufficient that the wicked leave off 
robbing ; but he muſt give again that which he hath robbed, to thoſe from 
whom it was robbed ; if he would enter into life and not dye in his fins- 
It may be you will ſay,We are not thieves and robbers, ard fo are not obliged 
by this Scripture to make reſtitution. 

Anſ. 1. The Hebrew word Gazal, ſignifieth any violent wreſting, and for- 
cing mens right out of their hands. And it is ſo rendred of things taken away 
violently, whep a man ſeeth or knoweth it, as Dext. 28.31, Job 20. 19. 


2. Reſtj- 
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2. Reſtitution is to-be made for all as of deceit , as well as ſecret theft, 
Lev, 6. 2, 4, 1/ a ſoul fin, and commit a treſpaſs againſt the Lord, in a thing taben 
by violence, and bath deceived bis neighbour.----Then it ſhall be, becauſe be bath 
fonned, and is guilty ; that he ſhall reſtore whathe hath violently taken away; 
or the thing he hath deceitfully gotten. 

3. In ſome reſpetts you are worſe than thieves and robbers ; For, 

1. Thieves are aſhamed when they are diſcovered , er. 2: 26, The thief is 
aſhamed, when be is fm But 'tis notſo with you, 

2: The thief uſually takes the dead time of the night, but you commir 
your fin at mid-day.The more impudency there is in any fin,the greater it is. 

3. The thief doth notrob men tor their Religion ; but you take away mens 

$s for ſerving God, ſee the neceſſity of ot Bo from other Scriptures. 
Zopbar tells us that G—_ and ſuch as take away others goods, muſt make 
reſtitution, or elſe they ſhall never enjoy peace in their Conſciences, 7ob 20. 
18,19, 20. According to bis ſubſtance ſhall the reſtitution be, and beſhall not rejoyce 
therein ; becauſe be hath oppreſſed and jorſaken the poor becauſe be bath violently taken 
away an houſe which be hath not builded,. ſurely be ſhall not feel quittneſs in bis bil'y. 
Zachtus when he was converted , made reſtitution to all perſons he had 
wronged by falſe accuſation ; for all \vrongs he had done them, Lab. 19. 8, 
If 1 bave taken any thing from any man, Yy falſe accuſation, 1 reſtore him fourfold, 
Hear what Greti ſaith on this place: Quatenus fiers poteſt, reſarcienda ſunt damn: 
aliis ptr vim aut dolum illata ; quod ipſz natura diftat : neq;, enim prccave defiflit, 
qui alienum vetinet, As far as a man 1s able, all the wrongs he hath done to 
other men, either by fraud or violence muſt be reſtored and made up, for the 
light of nature reacheth a man fo to do, neither doth ke defiſt from his fin, 
that doth not make reſtitution. It concerns you to conſider whether you have 
not wronged theſe men by falſe accuſation, when you accuſed them to the 
Magiſtrates for keeping ſeditious Meetings, and thereby getting their goods 
diſtrained ; if you have, this example of Zach ſhould provoke you to 
reſtore and make up all the wrongs they have ſuſtained by your falſe accuſation. 

Inf. 2, Let all men take heed of being partakers with theſe In/ormers in theis 
great fin. For ſuch as partake with them in their fin, ſhall alfo be partakers 
of thoſe Plagues, which God will ſend upon them for theirfins; and they are 
very dreadful , which without repentance will be their portion ; as hath 
been ſhewn in the ſecond Chapter, K*v. 8. 4. Come out of her my peop'e, that you 
be not partabers of her fins, and that you receive not of btr plagues. As they that 
partake of Babylon's fins, ſhall be partakers of Babylos's Plagues ; fo ſhall they 
that partake of the In/ormers ſins, partake of the Inomers Plagues, Prove2 9.24, 
Whoſe is partner with a thief bateth bis own ſoul. The ſame I may fay of him 

that is partner with theſe" Injormers, he hateth his own Soul. And why doth' 
he that is a partner with a thief hate his ſoul ? Becauſe he takes a 
ſure and ſpeedy courſe to deſtroy his own Soul. Let me here ſhew you, how 
many ways a man may be parraker with theſe Tfo-mers 1n their fin ; for thele 
men do involve many others in the guilt of their hainous tranſpreſſion. 

1. They that harbour cheſe men in their houſes, and wiſh chem good ſucceſs 
in their undertakings, are partners with them in their evil deeds, 1 ob. 2. 
Ep. v, 10,11: If there come.any unto you, and bring not this dottrint , recerve him” 
not into your houſt, n:ither. bid bim, God ſpeed ; For be that biddeth bim God ſperd | 
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js partabty of bis evil deeds. ' As he that harboureth, and encouregeth falſe 
teachers,” is partaker with them ja their evil-deeds ; fo alſo they that receive 
into their houſes, encourage and wiſh ſucceſs ro theſe men that © the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, that reach the Word of God in truth, are partakers with 
them in their evildeeds. 

2, They become partakers with them in their fm , who rejoyce and rake 
pleafure and delight to ſee thefe Informers diſturb the Meetings of theſe men, 
Obad. v. 12, But, thos ſhouldft not bave looked upon the day k thy brother, in 
the day that be became a ſtranger ; neither ſhogld thou have rejoyced over the thildren 
of Judah, in the day of therr deftrution, ntither ſhouldſt thos bave ſpoben proudly 
#n the day of their diftreſs. They that take pleaſurein others wickedneſs , are 
under the fame, or rather a greater guilt than thoſe perſons that commit rhe 
wickedneſs, Rom. x. 32, ho bnowing the Fndgmnt of God , that they that do 
fuch things are worthy of . death, not only do the ſame, but tabe lo are in them that 
do them. Hoc prjus illo, faith Grotius upon. the place. This latter, To take 
pleaſure in them that do them, is worſe than the former ; for a man may do 
Evil under a temptation , but to take pleaſure in another man's fn, argues an 
exceeding great corruption in that mans, heart. God was greatly offended 
with Mb, for rejoycing at the Aſiaygipoitin the Iſraelites, Jer. 48. 26,27. 
Moab alſo ſhall ſwallow in bis vomit, and be alſo ſhall be in deriſcon, For was not 
Iſrael a deriſion unto thee ? 'was be found among thieves ? For ſince thou. ſpeahtſt of 
bim, thou sþippedſt for joy. 

3- Such as atthe jn | ang of theſe Tnformers take away or buy thoſe Goods 
which are taken away from men fearing God , for their worſhipping God, 

and that either becauſe they are ſold at a low rate, or becauſe they would nor 
have the Informers go without a reward, Obad. 13. Thou ſhouldſt nat bave entyed 
into the gate of my people , in the day of their calamity ; yta, thou ſhouldſt not 
have loobed on their affliftion in the day of their calamity, nor have laid bands on 
thezr ſubſtance. 

4. Such as plead their cauſe, defend and juſtifie them in their evil ways, 
they are deeply guilty, and partakers with them in all the evil and miſchief 
that they do. It is worſe to plead for fin than to commir it. As Grotius 
obſerveth, Nam affettu abreptus peccat aliquis, fille to non peccaturys. At qui de- 
fendunt talia & decent vitio carert, ſane gravins delinquunt. Foaſh thought that 
man worthy to dye that ſhould plead for fin, 7udg. 6. 31, will ye plead for 
Raal, will you ſave bim ?- He that mill plead for bim, let bim be put to death while 
it is yet morning : To juſtifie a wicked man,is an abominable fin in the fight of 
God, Prov. 17. 15, He that juſtifieth the wicked, and'by that condemntth the juſt, 
even they both are abomination to the Lord. 

$. They that afford their aid, help and affiſtance to theſe men, in their evil 
deſigns, are kers of their fin. Tohelp an ungodly man in an evil under- 
taking, will bring down wrath from the Lord, 2 Chron. 19. 2, Shouldeft thou 
belp the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord ; Thereſort is wrath upon thee 
from before the Lord, When the Apoſtle Pas! made confeſſion of his fin of 
perſecution, he mentions the keeping the clothes of them that ſtoned Stephen, 
as an evidence of his conſent to that wicked fa, and his 'being involved in 
the guilt of his blood, 4. 22:20," Aid when the blood of thy - Martyr Stephen 
wes ſbed, I was ſtanding by, and conſenting to bis death, and kept the rayment of 
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them that flew him, Pai did not help to throw the ſtones , he did but keep the. 
rayment of thoſe perſons, that ſtoned him, . and this lirtle aſſiſtance that he gave 
them wasa great trouble ro his Conſcience. Take heed therefore of giving any 
aſſiſtance ro theſe men, either by guiding them to the places, where theſe per- 
ſons are aſlembled, that they ſeck after ; It is recorded to 7udas eternal infamy, 
That bs was guide 44 them that took Jeſus, AF. 1. 16. or by telling them the names 
of the perſons, whom they find ailembled rogether , or drawing up their Infor- 
wations they give unto the Magiſtrate, or aiding them in the diſperſing theſe 
Aſlemblies, or any other ws helping them in their evil way. 

6. - Such. as excite, counſel, and purforward theſe I»formers to undertake their 
evil wark, are partakers with them in their ſin. The people of 1frae! were ſaid 
ro make the calf which Aaron made ; becauſe he made it by their inſtigation, 
Exod. 32+ 2+ 35. The people gathered themſelves together unto Aaron ; and [1id wito bim, 
up, make 1s Gods, which (hall go before us. And the Lord plagurd As prople, becauſe 
they wade the cal{ © which Aaron made, The guilt was equally, and the plague 
or upen the people for ſurring np Aaron to make the calt, than upon Aaroy 

wnſcif,that made rhe calf. David 1s charged with killing &riah,2 Sam. 1249, 
Thos beſt billed triah the Hittite with the ſword ; yet David himſelf did not touch 
him, they were the Ammonzes that killed hum ; but becauſe David plotted and 
contrived his death, and wrote Letters to 7oab, to ſer him in the forefront of 
the battel where he. was ſlain, Ch. 11: 14, 15. #riab's blood was laid to David's 
charge. 7erabel! ſtirring up Aba to work wickedneſs, made her a partaker of 
Ab14's guilt, 1 Kings 21. 25, There was none Likt unto Abab that did ſell himſelf to 
work wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord m bom Jezabel his wife flirred up. 

75. Such as hire thoſe Informers to undertake this work, or give them a reward 
for what they do, are partakers of their evil deeds. As the adverſarics of the 

hired men to hi the building of the temple, Exy. 4. $, They bired conn- 
fellers againſt them to fruſtrate their purpoſe all the days of Cyrus. So ſome men thar 
are adverſaries to-theſe Meetings , and are aſha to appear in this odjous 
work themſelves, do hire men fit for their rurn.to carry on this evil deſign, Let 
ſuch perſons remember what a mark of diſpleaſure the Lord left upon the Mo4- 
bites, for hiring Balaam to curſe 1jras/. Not only the men of that gener4tion, 
but thew rity was excluded for ever from coming into the Congregation of 
the Lord for this ſm, Neb. 13, 1, 2, Gn that day they read in the book of Moſts in the 
axdience of the-prople ; and therein was ſound written, that the Ammonite and Moabite 
ſhould tat come into the congregation of God for tver., Becauſe they met not the chil- 
dren of {ſfratl with bread and with water, but bired Balaam againit them, that he 
ſhould curſe them. Howbeit God turned the curſe into 2 bleſſing. All that clenſe their 
hearts from fin, and walk according to the rule of the Word, are as dear toGod, 
as the-children of 1/f4e! were of old ; yea, they are God's Ifrae!, Pl. 73. 1. Truly 
God is gogd to Iſrael, ten to ſuch as are of a clean heart, Gal. 6. 16, As mary as 
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Iſrael of Gad. 
And if God were ſo angry with the Moabites for hiring Balaam to curſe Ijrael, that 
he would not ſuffer them to come into the Congregation of the Lord for cver ; 
Then how much more will God's anger be kindled againſt thoſe that profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians,and yet hire vain perſons to perſecute ſuch as are 1rae/ites 
for "yp 4 ſrvingthe Lord ?.,  __— © 

tef. 3. Arc Inſormers guilty of ſuch a great fin, then let me , adviſe ſuch 
as are, or hereafter may be tempred ro turn 11formers, in the words of Solomon, 
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Prov, 1, 16, 11, 12413, 14, 14. My Son, if fianers entice ther, conſent thou not, If 
they ſay, come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent 
without tanſe, we ſhall find all yuoe ſubſtance, we ſhall fill ony houſts with ſpoi!, 
Catt in thy lot among us, let us all have oxepurſe, My Son, walk not thou in the way 
with them, veſraia thy foot from their path, Let no proffer of any reward tempr 
Jou to perſecure mnocen? men for ſerving God ; for ſuch as lye in wait againſt 
the innocent, lye in wait to deſtroy their own foul, Prov. 1. it, 18, Let us lurk 
privily for the imnocent without cauſt. Toty lay wait for their own blood , they lurk 
pritily for their own ſouls. Tt is mentioned by the Pſalmiſt among the Charadters 
of rhoſe that ſtall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven ; thathe muſt be one that will 
nor be hired by any reward to do any hurt to an innocent man, Pſ. 15. 1, s, 
Lord, who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle, and who ſhall awill in thy holy bill ? He that 
back-biteth not ayth his tongue, nor doth tvil to bis neighbour nor tabtth reward againſt 
the mnocent, Remember our Lord Jeſus, when the Devil offered him all the 
Kingdoms of the world, and all the glory of them to haye commitrred one at of 
fin; he reje&ed his proffer with diſdam', Matt. 4. 6, 7, 8. As the gaining the 
whole world could not tempt Chriſt to conſent to one att of falſe worſhip : So 
no gain ſhov[4 tempt you to diſturb the xrue worſhippers of God, that worſhip 
him in Spirit and Truth : So as to hinder onea& of true worſhip. 

T'/. 4 Let the Friends, Relations , and Acquaintance of theſe Inform'ys as 
they love their Souls, pity them, and pray to God for them, and reprove them 
for their ſins ; and plead with them to turn from their evil ways. If you let 
them goon in their fins without reproving them, you have no love for their 
ſouls, but you hate them in your hearts, Lev. 19. 17, Thou ſhalt not hate thy bro- 
ther in thy heart ;, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour , and not ſufftr ſin upon 
him. And if they do not, or will not hearkenunto you, plead' with God for 
them ; that he would give them repentance, and pull t as fire-brands out of 
the fire, before they fall into —_— buroings. And watch your ſeaſons to 
deal with them , when God ſhall lay affiiftion upon them, that is a good ſeaſon 
to be dealing with them ; for they that are as the deaf adder m the day of pro- 
ſperity, and will not hearken unto any good counſel ; have their ears open ro 
inſtru&ion in a day of trouble, Job 36. 8, 9, 10. 

Inf. $. If theſe Informers and'their adherents be guilty of ſuch great evils, then 
jt concerns thoſe that are placed in the condition of watch-men upon Mount 
Zio", to warn them of their ſin, and to warn others alſo, that they be not parta- 
kers with them in their fins : For if they dye in their fins, and they have given 
them no- warning, their blood will be required at their hands, Exeb. 3. 19, 18, 
Son of man,, I have made thte a watchman unto the bouſe of Iſrael, therefore beay the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me, when Iſay unto tht withed, Thou 
ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou gives him not warning, nor ſpeakeft to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way to ſavt bis life ; the ſame wiched man ſhall dye in bis iniquity, but bis 
blood will I require at thy band. 

tf. 6. Caution to tlioſe that are ſufferers by theſe In/ormers : Let neither the 
greatneſs of their ſins, nor the greatneſs of your ſufferings, who are perſecuted 
by them, provoke you to return evil to them, for the evil they have done unto 
you, , Kom. 12. 17, Retompence to-no- man evil for evil. Vengeance belongs: unto 
God, and not wnto us.; and therefore we muſt not go about to avenge our ſelves 
on-thoſe that injure us, v. 19, Dearly beloved, avenge not your ſelves, bit rather give 
place unto wrath ; for it is written, Pengeanct 3s. mine; 1 will repay, ſaith thr Lord. 
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Our Lord Jeſus hath taught us, that we muſt love, pray for, and do good to the 
worſt enemies we have 1n all the world ; even ſuch as hate us, curie us, - uſe us 
deſpitefully, and perſecure us, Matt. 5. 44, But 1 ſay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that bate you, and pray for them that de(pitefully 
uſe you. Theſe men are the rod of God, and therefore look beyond the infſtru- 
ments to the hand of the Lord , who corre&eth you, that he may make you 
partakers of his holineſs, and humble your ſelves u his mighty hand,and turn 
to him that ſmiteth you ; and then the Lord will turn all your ſufferings to your 
advantape. And as you muſt not offer any violence to theſe men ; {o neither 
ſhould you fret, nor be caſt down at their proſperity, P/. 37. 1, 2, 7, Frtt not 
thy ſelf, becauſe of evi'-otrs, neither be thou envious againſt thi workers of iniquity ; 
for thty ſhall ſoon be cut donn like the grafs, and wither as the green berb., Reſt in the 
Lord, and wait patiently ;, fret not thy ſelf becauſe of him that projprreth in bis way, 
becauſe of the man who bringeth wicked devices to paſs, Their feerſtand in lippery 
places, and they ſhall flide in due time. 

Inf. 7. Let all perſons both officers and others, ro whom theſe 1nſormers reſort 
to defire or require their aſſiſtance, who are convinced of their evil ways ; be 
cautious of affording them any help in carrying on their evil deſigns, leſt they 
become partakers with'them in their fm. They that are helpers in an evil wo 
are involved in guilr, and will receive pumſhment from the hands of the Lord , 
. as well as the chief agents But ſome may ſay, Theſe Informers threaten tobrin 
us into trouble, if we wal not go along with them, and help to break and di 
perſe the Aſſemblies of theſe men : it 15 not love to them or the work they do, 
that makes us go along with them; for it is againſt our Conſcience to moleſt 
theſe men, either in or for their worſhipping of God; but we do it that we 
may not come into trouble. 

Anſ. x. Trouble of Conſcience is greater than any worldly trouble whatever, 
and harder to be born, Prov. 18. 14, The jpirit of a man wil; ſuſtain bis Infir- 
mity, but a wounded ſpirit, who can bear > If you will a& againſt your Conſciences 
for fear of being brought into trouble, it 1s the way to wound your ſp:rits; and 
a wounded ſpirit may prove an intolerable burthen to you., 

2. Sec how far you are from Moſes his ſpirit, he choſe affiittion rather than 
the pleaſures of fin, Heb. 11. 25. Chooſirg rather to ſuffer affiittion with the prople of 
Goa, than to enjoy the pleaſurt of ſin for a ſiaſon. But you choole the fall $0. of 
fin, rather than to run the hazard of a light affliftion. 

3- As thoſe Informers threaten to bring you into trouble, if you joyn not with 
them in their evil defigns ; ſo God does threaren wo and wrath to them that 
ſpoil thoſe that did not ſpoil them,and deal treacherouſly with thofe that dealt 
not treacherouſly with them, I/. 33.1, # ts thet, that ſpoilt, and thou walt not 
ſoiled, and det treacherouſly, and they ae:lt not treachero:ſly with thez.” What hurt 
did theſe men do to you, that you ſhould athſt them that would ſpoil cheir 
goods; and their m——_y of ſerving God ? whoſe threatnings zre to te 
dreaded moſt, the threatnings of God or of Men ? 

4-* You have more cauſe to fear offending God, than to fear the trouble 
theſe men can bring upon you,by not joining with them in their evil ways. For, 

1. Which is cafier to be born the wrath of theſe men, or the wrath of God ? 
The wrath of God 1s more dreadful, than the wrath of al? the men in the world. 

2. God is to be feared more than all the. men in the world ; for there is no 
matt can do ſuch things as God can do unto us. The worſt chat man can do, is 
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to kill fe body 1 Wut God cah caft borh body and ———— . 4, $/ 
1 ſay wnt#you, my fWl:nds, bruot afraid of then that can bill the bedy, after that 
havens more that they can do. But 1 will foxewari you, whom you ſhall fear: Fear bim, 
whith after bt bath billed, bath power ts caft ixto b:it, yea, I ſay wnto you, Fear him. 
5s. Put your truſt in God, and labour to do that which is right and pleaſing 
im the fight of God, and then you need not fear whart'theſe, or any other men 
can do unto you, Pſ. 56. 11, It God bavt I put my traft, 1 will not be afraid what 
man 21 do wnto me. 

bj. Bur theſe men bring Warrants with them from the Magiſtrates, which 
require us to go along with them, elſe we would not atrend fuch vile perſons as 
many of theſe are; but when we have a Warrant from the Magiſtrates to go with 

them. , we muſt be obedient to authority. 

Anf. 1. It is your duty to obey your Superiours in all their lawful commands; 
Tf your Warrants contain nothing in them, bur what is warranted by the Word 
of God, you ought to do what is enjoyned you therein. But ifthey contain any 
thing contrary to the mind and Will of God, in that caſe you are to obey God 
father than man, 

2, When the I»formers procure Warrants from the Magiſtrates to give your 
aſſiſtance to them, under pretence that there is a ſedirious Meeting; believe nor 
their reports : For many of them are falſe accuſers ; bur ſee with your own eyes, 
and hear with your own ears, what is ſaid and done in their Aſſemblies , which 
they call ſeditious; before you create any diſturbance te them. And it may be you 
will be convinced, that God is in the midft of them of atruth ; and that the re- 
ports which the 11/ormers raiſe up of theſe men and their Meetings, arefalſc and 
fNanderous reports. When the Phariſees ſent Officers to apprehend Chrift upon 
the ſtrange rumours that were ſpread abroad concerning him, ſtead of diſturbing 
and bringing him to the Rulers, they went away- and extolled his preaching, 
Feb. 1. 32,45, 45. The Phariſees heard that th: people murmured fuch things concerning 
bim , and the Phariſces and chief Priefts_{znt officers to tabe bim—-Then came the = 
to the chief Prieſts and Phariſees,and they Md unto them, why bave ye not brought him ? 
The officers anſwered, never man ſpake mY unto this man.” When you are fent to di- 
ſturh theſe men, did you attend with humble hearts, while rhey are praying to 
God, and preaching his holy Word ? I donbt not but you would be convinced 

; in your Conſciences,that there is nothing ſaid or done at theſe Meetings that de- 
ſerverh puni/hment, and that you ought not to offer any violence to them. 

3. If you find any perſon under a preterice of Religious exerciſes contriving 
infurre&tions, or if you hear them ſtirring up the people to ſedition , you may 
make uſe of your power to ſuppreſs ſedition and infurreftions. I plead nothing 
for ſuch rind of mien ; but abhor and declare againſt theirpradtiſes, who uſe Re- 
ligious exerciſes as a pretence to.carry on ſeditzon and infurrefions. > 

4- When you go to the Afſemblies of theſe men ; if you find them aſſembled 
together in a peaceable manner ; if you ſee and hear nothing but praying to 
God in the name of Chriſt,for things agreeable tothe Will of God;and preach1 
the Goſpel, whereby men may be ſaved ; if you hear nothing contrary found 
Dorine ; If you ſee nothing inconſiſtent with godlineſs ; inſtead of moleſting 
theſe men, or —_ to be puniſhed, you ſhould do well to carry the In/or- 
mers before the Magiſtrates, and acquaint them, that in obedience tg their com- 
mands you have been ſearching for ſeditious Meetings , but could find none ; 
that thoſe men, whom theſe Informers pretend were mer in a ſedicious manner z 
you. 
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you found met in a peaceable manner,and that they were doing nathing elſe,but 
_— in-che name of Chriſt, and preaching and hearing God's holy 
ord; and that you think you ſhould fin againſt God if you ſhould' diſturb or 
prone men for ney and ſerving God, under a pretence of ſuppreſſing of 
editions Conventicles ; that in your judgment the Inſormers ought to be 
iſhed as falſe accuſers ; rather than theſe men for ſerving God. Under the 
aw, when one man was 4 witneſs againſt another, and teſtified that which was 
wrong, diligent inquiſition was to be made, and if the witneſs had teſtified that 
which was falſe, the Magiſtrates were to puniſh the falſe witneſs, and not the 
party againſt whom he had teſtified falſe things, and his puniſhment was to be 
according to what he had intended to have done againſt his brother , againſt 
whom he was a falſe witneſs, Dent. 19. 16, 18, 19, If a falſe witneſs riſe up againſt 
any man to teftifie againſt him that which was wrong 5 Tht judge ſhall mabe diligent 
iquſition : Fnd behold if the witntſs be a falſe witneſs, and hath _—_ falſly againſt 
bis brother, Then ſhalt thos do unto him, as ht thought to do unto bis brother ; ſo ſhalt 
thou put evil away from among you. Reſpet ro the command of God ſhould keep 
Magiſtrates from being roo ſudden in crediting and ating upon the teſtimony of 
theſe In/ormers till according to God's appoinemenr, they have made diligent in- 
ifition,whether there be truth in what they have teſtified;and if they find them 
file witneſſes they ſhould execute the Law of Moſes againſt them ; and that for 
theſe reaſons : 

1, The equity and righteouſneſs of the Law. 

2. This would be a means of putring away evilfrom among them, which may 
be underſtood two ways . | 

1. It would put away the evil of fin, becauſe puniſhing the falſe witneſs would 
deter others from hecoming falſe wirneſles. 

2. It would put away tne evil of puniſhment ; for if they connive at falſe wit- 
neſſes which oppreſs innocent perſons , this will bring dewn God's Judgments 
upon themſelves as well as theſe falſe witneſſes. 

Inf. 8. Whereas theſe Informers, and their adherents, do nor only privately 
accuſe theſe Miniſters and their hearers to the Magiſtrates, but ſomerimes take 
upon them to get Officers and Souldiers, and come ro their Aſſemblies in arude 
and hoſtile manner, and diſturb them while they are in the worſhip and ſervice 
of God, and do pur on that impudence as to call ro the Miniſter, that is praying 
or preaching to come down,l would adviſe them to conſider two or three things: 

1. What an irreligious ation this is, how jaconfiſtent with the fear of God, 
and with the reverence which is due ro men made after the image of God, to 
diſturb the ſervants of God.for doing thofe things which are commanded of God, 
in the very time and ſeaſon that they are worſhipping and \:rving the Lord. God 
15 to be feared ar all times and places,bur more eſpecially the awe and dread of 
Godis to be upon ns, when his ſervants are aſſembled to worſhip him.and we are 
preſent at their Aﬀemblies, Pſ. 89. 7. God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of 
the Saints, and t9 be had in reverence of all that ave round about him. Do you fear 
God greatly, when you come jntothe Aſſemb!i:s of his Saints, and call to them 
in the time of their devorian toleave off the ſervice of God / 

2. What befe] #274) for putting forth his hand, and raking hold of the Ark, 
when the oxen that carried it ſtumbled, and the Ark ſtook, God was angry with 
him, and ſmore him with ſudden death, 2 Sm. 5.6, 7. £34 put forth ba» band 
to the Ark of God, and took hold of it, for the axes book it, And thi anger of the Lo'd 
was 
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was bindlid agai\ft utzth, And God ſmote bis there ſor bis trrour , and. bt diid, 
#*54)'4 raking hold of the Ark, was no malicious a&, no plotted, deliberate, 
wilful Gn 3 bat an errour, a raſhaQtion ; yet for this errour and raſhneſs, he 
dyed upon the place where his ſin was committed ; though it is likely, he had 
a good end in what he did. If raſhneſs and errour in taking hold of the Ark, a 
type of God's preſence among the Jews,was puniſked with ſuch ſeverity in #5243 
whart ſeverity may theſe men expect from God, foe premeditated and deliberate 
* adts of violence againſt his ſervants who are temples of God;and have God really 
and truly dwelling ip chem by his holy Spirit, when they hale them out of their 
- Aflemiblies, and forte them. to debit from the ſervice of God. 

3. Remember what befel 7eroboam for ſtretching out his hand to rake the Pro- 
pher for delivering the Lords meſſage, his hand was ſuddenly dryecd up, that he 
could nor pull it in again, 1 King. 13, 14, And it came to p s when King 7eroboam 
beard the ſaying of the man of God, which had cryed againſt the Altar in Bethel, that he 
put forth bis band from the Altar, and ſaid, Lay bold ox bim., And bis band which be 
put forth againſt bim dryed np, ſo that be could rot pull it in again to bim, Jeroboam 
was a King,yet for attempting to take hold of a Prophet for doing the work God 
ſet him about, rhis remarkable and ſudden Judgment of God came upon him. 
If God dealt thus with ſuch a tall Cedar, what may the ſhrubs expe&?Theſe men 
that take upon them to lay hold of the Miniſters and Servants of Chriſt, while 
they are about the Lords work. and call them to ceaſe, may fear leſt their 
tongues ſhould cleave to the roof of their mouths, or rheir arms wither, or ſome 
other great Judgment ſtould fall upon them in the a& of their fin. 

4 Let that Judgment alſo which fell upon the Captains and Soldiers that went 
to Elijah, and called rohim to come down , be minded by thoſe that fetch Offi- 
cers and Soldiers to the Aſſemblies .of theſe men, and take upon them to call 
them ro come down our of their Pulpits,when they are praying to God or inſtru- 
Ring the people. It concerns theſe 1n/ormers and thoſe Officers and Soldiers that 
come along with them, to be awakened by this Judgment, ro take heed what 
they do againſt theſe men, 2 Kzng. 1. 9, 10, Then the King ſent to bim a Captain of 
ffty-with his fifty, and be went up to him, and behold be ſate on the top of an bill, 
And be ſpahe unto bim, Thou man of God, the King hath ſaid, come down, And Elijab 
anſwered and (aid unto the Captain of fiſty, If I be a man of God , then let fire come 
dows from beaves , and conſume thee and thy fiſty : And there came down fire from 
heaven, and con/umed bim and bis fifty. The fame Judgment of fire from Heaven 
for the ſame fin, came upon another Captain of fifty and his fifty, v. 11, 12, The 
fin of theſe Informcrs, and the Officers and Soldiers that come with them to di- 
ſturb the ſervants of God, and call to the Miniſters ro come down, is in my 
apprehenſion far greater than the fin of thoſe Captains and their Companies, 
that called to El:jab to come down ; and that 1n ſeveral reſpects. 

1. Thoſe Captains were ſent by the King's own order, and did but deliver the 
King's meſſage, The King bath ſaid, Come down ; yet this did not exempt them 
from being conſumed, that they had order for what they did, that they were 
ſent by lawful Authority ; but theſe 1nformers come of their own head, prompted 
on uſually, cither by covetouſneſs or malice. | 

2. Thoſe Captains did not diſturb Elijah when he was at his devotion, they 
did not interrupt him when he was xx.tn; Bag God, ar preaching to the 

- But theſe 1rformers come in the time that theſe men are worſhipping of 
, and diſturb. and call to them ro come down while they are ſerving God, 
which aggravatcs their fin, 3+ Thoſe 
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: Thoſe Captains did not themſelves , or any of their company touch 
pifhab's perſon, or his eſtare 3 bur theſe 1nſormers procure Officers to hale theſe 
men out of their Meetings, to break open their honſes , and to carry away 
their goods. 

It's hard to ſay what was the fin of thoſe Captains that were conſumed 
wid fire from Heaven for calling to £1ij2b rocome down : Whether they ſpake 
ro the Prophet in a rude inſulting manner, ornot with that reſpe& that became 
a P r the other Captain that went to him in an humble manner was 
Au ry or becauſe they knew th&#® was evil determined againſt £1jjab by the 
King, and yer they would be inftrumental to fetch him ; or whether they 
ſpoke to him, in a ſcoffing manner 3 though all the ple held him for 2 
Prophet, yet it may be they did not , and fo might him the man of God 
in way of derifion. But in the attings of theſe Injormers there is a complication 
of many abominable fins ; which are viſible and hateful ro God and all good 
men ; Yea, the common fort of people fee and deteſt the odious pradices of 
theſe men. 

Obj. 1, But F13j1b was 4 Prophet, ſhould we call to a Prophet when he was 
praying and preaching to come down 3; or ſhould we get Othcers and Soldiers 
ro pull them our of their Pulpits and diſperſe their Aſſemblies , we might be 
afraid leaſt fire ſhould come down from Heaven, and conſume us,. and all that 
come along with us;but we do not fear any ſuch thing in reference to theſe men. 

Anf. 1. Miniſters of Chriſt that live in theſe days of the Goſpel, are 
to be reſpeRed as much as the Prophers that Iived under the Law. And the 
affronts and injuries offered unto them are as:offenfive to Ged , as. the injuries 
that were done unto the hers by the Jews. If you be not ſatisfied in the 
truth of this aſſertion , _ what our Lord Jeſus faith , Matt. 11. 9, 11; what 
went you out for to ſte, a Prophet, yea, 1 ſay wito you, and more than a Prophet, Vevilyz 
I ſay unto you, Among them that are born of women,. there hath not been a greater than 

obn the Baptiſt, notwithſtanding he that is leſt in the Kingdom of God is greater 
than be, There was a clearer diſcoyery of Chriſt in the days of 7obn the iſt 
than inthe time of the Prophets,' and'therefbre he is preferred above ' che Pro- 
phers, cquallized to all that were born of women by our Lord Jeſus. PFur-after 
the death of Chriſt there was a fuller and clearer manifeſtation of Chriſh, 
than when obs the Baptiſt lived. ; and therefore our Lord: Jeſus jn thisreſpeR, 
namely, of the excellency and' clearneſs of the Dodtrine of the.Goſpel, extob 
leth the leaſt Miniſters under the New Teſtament above Zoba the Baptiſt, not 
that they excel or are equal to him in holineſs, hut have a more clear knawledge 
of the Meſſtah than he had. | 

2. The Miniſters and Servants of Chriſt in theſe days have like precious faith 
with the: Apoſtles, 2 Pet. 1. 1. Simon Petcr a ſervant, and an Apoltle of Jeſus 
Chriſt , to them. that have obtained " precious faith with us, through thi 
righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And there are no gifrs or 
priyil that commend a man to God like faith, Gal. 5. 6, For in 7tſ4s 
Chriſt, neither circumciſion avileth any thing , nor wncivcumciſion , but {aith which 
ma__ by love. God loves all that believe in his Son, as he did E£1jjab, 
and he will avenge the wrongs done unto them as he did what was done 


wnto Hen For their faith 1s a-like precious in the fight of God , with rhe 
faich of *E17jah. 
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Obj. 2. There is v.09 fre that cqyerh. down from Heaven to conſume ws, as 


there did' ypon ins that wen j to apprehend El #3 bot we enrich 
our feives Ps ys my, therefore: ava. A is not fo bad as | | 
Anſ. 1. Though fire do not come down from heaven, _ p. WE you, 


yer os is fire in hell prepared , and reſerved fur you, Pſ,g, 17 , The 
wicked fhall be tured irtto bell , and all the Nations that forget God. , And 
the fires which 75 in hell is more dreadful, than that which came down from 
Heaven; For,” 

1. That fire "confumed the Captains., and. the' Soldiers that were with 
_ with them; but the fire of hell though it rorments, you 4£ will never con-, 


_ on. 

hatfire laſted bur a little while, but the fire of hell will laſt for ever P 
Mate. 25.91, Drpart from mi, ye curſed, into evirlaſiagg fire prepared far the Devil 
and his Anpels. - 

2. You heinp 1&t alone in your fins will | | a A greater Judgment, if 

perſiſt .in yoor fms without _ —_ | 4 if fire ſhould come down 
rom Heaven and conſume you ; going on 11 your - figs. without re- 
pomunee: you treafure up wrath 2gainſt -M day of W- and fill. up. che mea- 
re of your injquities; and ſo will have a. greater degree of torment in the 
other world for ever, 

-3- This example of ' God's' conſuming thoſe Captains with their Sol- 
diers' that came to apprehend Elijab by fire yoſh Heaven ,* is recarded to 
deter all perſons from, offering. vialence to any, of the, Lords. Prophets or 
Meſſengers, -to the end of the world, 1 Cor. 10. 11, .Now all theſe things happened 
auto thin for enſamples, and they art wriltes for our admonition ;, on whom the 41ds of 
the world art come. 

4+ Theſe men know not how ſoon they may be conſumed by fire from 
Heaven for God's Word ſpeaks of raining down fire upon ungodly men , 

6, yon the nie. be ſhall rain , 620 brimflons , 4 horrible 
"x This (ball be portion , Dig jr 20, 26, . A fire not blows 

him. When ph thu 4; they may fear. ex 

flaſh Sr ohtnin ſhould burn them to x 'Bur "4 this ſhould,nor. 
them; yet the day is haſtening when all ungod]! men tool be p_— 
with fire m a more dreadful manner than theſe their Soldiers, 
.-And then the troublers of the people of God d hal have RD of xrqu- 
ble as never was ſince the world z 2 Th eſe.1 6, 7,8 ,9, It is a $i es 
thing' with' God to recompence tribulation to mow Fa tr and, ! $0 344 
That «rr troubled reft with 13, when the Lord L by reualed 
from beaven, with bis mighty Angels, in flaning Fed: q argon on them 
that bnow not God, and that obty not the Goſpel of ow Eg Jeſus ,Chrift , who 
ſhall kk puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrytjon, from the preſence of .Gad., and 90u 

the glory of bis power. 
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CHAP. W 


Humble Advice to Magiſtrates wot to countenance theſe Infor- 
mers, nor to ſuppreſs the Nox-corformift Minifters or their 


Mertings, 
Y Conventicles, and do thereby excite and ſtir them up to impriſon or 
fine thoſe Miniſters, and ſuppreſs their Aſſemblies. I ſhall. crave 
leave before I conclude this diſcourſe, humbly to adviſe and requeſt thoſe 
Magiſtrates to whom theſe Informers addreſs themſelves for affiſtance in 
their undertakings. Firſt, That they would not give any countenance to 
this generation of men, that rake upon chem the employ of being Informers. 
Secondly, That they do nor at their inſtigation puniſh the Miniſters and 
Servants of Chriſt, when no other Crime'can be proved againſt them z bu 
that they have been praying to God in the Name of his Son, or chat they 
haye heen Preaching or hearing his Holy Word. 
1.'My humble requeſt to you is,that you would give no countenarce or en- 
couragement to this ſort of Men. And that for Gods ſake, in whoſe ſtead you 
are placed in the world z for your own ſake, and for the Kingdom ſake, that 
guilt and wrath come not upon your ſelves, and upon the K:ngdom ; for 
the fake of theſe Informers that they be not multiplyed and increaſed. Give 
me leave to touch briefly on theſe Heads. 1. You are Gods Vicegerents, 
ou fland in his Room, and Rule. in his ſtead. when God made Meſes Ru- 
r over Aron, and the people of [ſrae! : he tells him, Thx ſhalt be to him in- 
ftead of God. Exod. 4.16. You rule and judge nor for your ſelves, bur for rhe 
Lord who ſtands by and obſerves what you ſay, and what you do, and 
therefore you had need take heed what judgment you paſs upon every man 
thar comes before you. 2 Chron. 19, 6. Tabs heed what you do, for ye judgs not 
or men, but for the Lord, wha is with you inthe judgment. And ſeeing you 
tand in Gods ſtead, and rule and judge fot him; Look how the Lord God 
would carry himſelf, if he were in your Places 3 ſo ye ought to carry your 
ſelves, whom he would encourage , thoſe you ought to encourage; whom 
he woulg rebuke and reprove; thoſe ye ought to rebuke and reprove. 
Now conſiger with your (elves, if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt were on Earth 
and were in your place, and theſe Informers came unto him ro complain a- 
gainſt his Servants for praying and Preaching and hearing his Word ; har 
are your thovghrs? and what do yourConſciences rel] you he would do in this 
caſe? would he countenance or reprove and Puniſh them? ſurely he would 
give no Countenance to ſuch vile perſons in ſuch a finful underr{king. 2. 


By afiſting theſe men, you will bring down Gods Wrath upon your (elves, 
K ard 


Eeing theſe Informers are wont to addreſs themſelves ro the Magi- 
ſtrares, and bring falſe accuſations ro them againſt theſe Miniſters 
called Non-conformiſts ; informing them that they keep Seditious 
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and the Nation, Upon your ſelves : To evidence this, weigh what was ſaid 
by.che Propher to Feh:ſhaphat. 2 Chr. 19. 2. Shouldft tha help the ungadly ? 
and love them that bate the Lord ? Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
Ld. This wrath came upon Feboſbaphat for helping Ahab in fighting a- 
gainſt the Syrians. Here let ir be conſidered, 1, That Zehoſhapbar was a 
great man 3; he was King of Fudah; he was alſo a good man. v. 3. /Never- 
theleſs there are good things in thee, in that thou haſt taken away tae groves out of 
the Land, and baſt prepared thy Heart to ſeek God. Yet neither his great- 
neſs nor his Jondaes; hope of the wrath of God from him for helping an 
ungodly man. 2. 4bab whom Feb:ſhaphat helped was a King, King of Iſrael. 
And ir might ſeem good policy for. one neighbouring Paince to help another: 
Becauſe, by helping 4bab he might have had his help another time againſt 
the adverſaries of Fuda, yer neither did this excuſe him. 43. The Perſons 
againſt whom Febrſb zphar helped Ahab were the Syrians. And theSyrians were 
Idolaters that Worſhipped ſtrange Gods. 2 Chr. 28. 23. They were alſo 
great enemies, to the Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah. 7er. 9. 12. The Syrians 
before and the Philiſtines behind, and they ſhall devour Iſrael with open Mouth. 
They were a People devored todeſtruftion. 1 Kings. 20. 42. Now if Feho- 
ſhbaphat incurred the diſpleaſure of God for helping Abad, becauſe he was an 
ungodly man ; to ſuppreſs the Syrians who were Idolators and eneinies of 
Iſrael and Fudah. How c#n you think but that you ſhalk bring down the 
Wrath of God upon your ſelves, if you help theſe Informers, who go abour 

to oppreſs and ſuppreſs the Servants of the crue and Living God z1while 

they are worſhiping & ſerving the Lord. Ific be ſaid, It doth not appear to 

you, that theſe Informers are ungodly men, and ſuch as hate the Lord; 

you do not judge them like Ahab, that had ſold himſelf ro work wicked- 

neſs inthe ſight of the Lord, If you did, then you might fear God would 
be angry with you for being helpfulro rhem. To that I anſwer, 1. If you 

pleaſc to peruſe thoſe demonſtrations which I have given cut of the Scrip- 

tures of the Evil of their ways, in the ſecond of Chron, you may be convin- 

ced that their praQices are nor conſiſtent with godlyneſs. In ſome reſpets 
thoſe men are worſe then 4hab, for when Ahab was Nepraves by Elijah for 
taking a poſſeſſion of Nabothy Vineyard, which he had gorten by unjuſt 

means 3 he humbled himſelf before God, and Faſted, and rent his Cloaths, 
and lay in Sackcloth.! 1 Kings 21. 27. 29. But we hear of no Humilliation 
from theſe men, after they have been reproved for raking into their poſ- 
ſeſſion other mens Goods, which they obtain by undue means. And as 
you wilt bring the Wrath of God upon your ſelves ſo alſo upon rhe Nation, 
if you countenance and incourage this fort of Men. When the Rulers do 
not puniſh evil doers, they bring guilt and Wrath not only upon themſelves 
but upon the Nation where they live ; how much more if they give encou- 
ragement to them. Nehe. 13. 17» 18. Then I contended with the Noblus of Fu- 
dh, and ſaid unto them, what evil thing is this that ye d), and prophame the $.b- 
bath day. Did nt your Fath:rs thus, and did not our God bring all this evil wpon 
us, and wpon this Citie 7 yet ys bring, more Wrath upon Iſarel, by prophaning the 
Sab5ath. They were the meaner ſort of the People that prophaned the 
Sabbath, ſuch as bare burthens, rrode the Winepreſs, ſotd Fiſh and orher 
Wares, v. 15. 16, And becauſe the Nobles did nor reſtrain them, what theſe 
m1 
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men didis laid to {the Charge” of the Nobles. And Nehemiah tells them 
they brought Wrath vpon Iſrael by prophaning the Sabbath. 

3. If you carry it toward rhoſe men as though they were righteous, ac- 
quiting them when complaints and appeals are made to you, or rewarding 
them as though they had done well, when their iniquity and folly is mani- 
feſt, and hateful almoſt to all men, _ will loſe your reſpe& among the 
People, Prov. 24. 24, 25+ He that ſaith to the Wioked then art Righteous, him 
ſhall; the People Curſe, Nations ſhall abhor him, But to them that rebuke him 
ſhall be delight and a good Bleſſing. 

4+ They are uſually thebaſeſt of men that rake upon them this imploy- 
menr, men ofa very ill fame Ip the Place where they live, if their conver- 
ſations were Looked into, there are ſuch Blots upon ſome af them, as 
would make them abhorred of all ſober men. And if ſuch men be cxalred, 
countenanced, and rewarded, it will cauſe Wickedneſs, and Wicked Per- 
ſons ro abound in the Nation. Prov. 12. 18. The Wicked walk on every ſide, 
when the vileſt perſons are exalted. If you harken tothe Lyirg informariors, 
theſe men bring againſt innocent Perſons, it will nor only inccurage them, 
bur others alſo ro Tread in their Steps. Prov. 29+ 11. If a ruler hearken un- 
to lyes, all bis Servants are Wicked, Bur if you would ſhew your ſelves angry 
with them for Backbirting and Slardring thoſe that are peaceable, ycu 
would ſoon free your ſelves from the Troublgot theſe men, and the Nati- 
on alſo. Prov. 15+ 23. The North Wind driveth way Rain, ſo dath an arg y 
Countenance a backbitimg tongue. 

2. My humble requeſt ro you is thar you -would nor puniſh any of the 
Miniſters or other Servants of Chriſt; when no other Crime is or can be 
proved againſt chem 3 bur their meeting together ro pray to Ged in the 
name of Chriſt ; or ro preach and hear his holy Word. The advice which 
Gamaliel gave the rulers of the Fews, when the Apoſtles were brought be- 
fore the Council for Preaching, afrer they had received ſtri& Charge to for- 
bear teaching the People was wiſe and feaſonable advice. 1 humbly offer the 
ſame ro you. Ag. s. 38, 39. Refrain from theſe men and /et them alone, for if 
this Council or this Work be of men, it will come to nowght 3 but if it be of Ged, ye! 
cannot overthrough it, left happily ye be found even to fight againft God. Thar this 
advice may be more effe&ual ; I humbly intreat you to confider. 

1. What a ſtri& charge the Lord Jeſus hath given his Miniſters ro preach 
his word. He chargeth them three rimes as they love him,to feed his Sheep 
and his Lambs, John 21. 15» 16, 17. Jeſus ſaid to Simon Peter. Simon Son of 
Fonas Loveft thou me more than thoſe ? Feed my Lambs. Loveſt thin me ? Feed 
my Sheep. Loveſt thou me ? Feed my Sheep. He chargeth them as they will 
anſwer the negle& thereof at rhe day of Judgment ro preach the word in 
ſeaſon, and our of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 1 charge thee before God and the Lord 
Feſus Chrift, who ſhall judge the quick and dead at his appearing. Preach the 
word, be irftant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all patience 
and long ſuffering. He hath laid it upon them as a neceſſary duty ro Preach 
the Goſpel, and pronounces a Wo againſt them thar negle@ ir. 1 Cor. 9. 16. 
Neceſſity is laid upon me : TeaWo unto me, if I Preach not the Goſpel. Will ye 
forbid, will puniſh theſe menfor doing that for which they have ſuch a ſtri& 
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2, Conſider whar a high reſpe& and de:r love the Lord Jeſus beareth tg 
all choſe, that hear his word and do ir. He loveth and honoureth them, 
as he loved and honoured his Mother and his Brethren, Luk. 8. 20, 21. And 
it was tald bm by certain that ſaid, Thy Mother and thy Brethren fland without 
deſiring to ſee thee. And he arſwered and ſaid, my Mother and my Brethren are 
theſe which hear the word of God,tand do it. If the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of Chriſt were now upon rhe earth, you would offer no injury to her, you 
would nor diſturb her at her devotion, you would not puniſh her for hearing 
the word of God, but ſhew all reſpe& ro her. You ſhould be as unwilling 
to offer any violence, or ſuffer any wrong to. be done to thoſe that hear 
and do the word of God ; as you would to the Mother and © Brethren of 
Chriſt 3 For he loverh and reſpeReth them that hear and do Gods word as 
he did his Mother and his Brethren, 

3- Remember what a c'1arge the Lord hath given you nor to rouch his a- 
noynted and do his prophets no harm, F/. 105. 15. Touch not mine anvinted, 
and d» my Prophets no harm. This charge is given in an eſpecial manner to 
Rulers and Governors, as appears fron; the foregoing words. He reproved 
Kings for their ſakes, ſayirg, Touch not mine anointed, and da my prophets no harm. 
By his anointed, whom he wou!d nor have you rovuch, Fiſcatoy and (ſeveral other 
interpreters, underſtand, Undos dinis Spiritus Santi. Such as a1e anointed 
with rhe gifts and graces of the Spirir. - The pouring ovrt of the Spirir is 
called an Union 3; and the anoynting, 1 Fohn 2. 20, 27. Prophers were cf 
two forts; firſt, ſuch as had an extraordinary call, and could forerel things 
to come.Secondly as were qualified,and called to reach and inftrutt the peo- 
ple ; though they had no extraordinary gifts, 1 Cor. 14+ 3- He that Prophe- 
freth ſpeak+th unto men, to edification, and exhortation and con-fort. And fo the 
word prophet is uſed. Math. 10. 41. for a Miniſter of the Goſpel. Now 
though this charge cf nor rouching his anoynted, and doing his prophets 
no harm, was primarily-given to thoſe rulers, where Abraham and his po- 
ſteriry (ojourned : yer it equally concerneth all rulers in all ages; nor ro 
touch rhoſe he hath anointed with, his holy Spirit, and ro do no hatm to 
any of his Miniſters, 

4+ Let ir be conſidered that Praying and Preaching are means appointed 
by God for the ſaving mens ſouls. Prayer is a means of obtaining ſalvati- 
on, Rom. 10: 13+ Whoſcever ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. 


Amor. 5.4- Thus ſaith the Lord unto the houſe of Iſrael; Seek ye me, and ye ſhall . 


live. And the Preaching the Goſpel is a ſpecial means for obtaining ſalvation, 
Kom. 1. 15. 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of God 
unto ſalvation to every one that believeth. Yea even that Preaching which the 
world derides and counts Fooliſhneſ*, God blefſerh it ro the ſaving of 
Souls, 1 Cor- 1-21. After that in the Wiſdom of Ged, the World by wiſdom knew 
not.God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave then that believe. 
And the ſaving of Souls from hell rorments is a work of the greateſt moment 
in the whole world. The Eternal Son of God became. man, and humbled 
himſelfro death ro the paioful accurſed death of the Croſs, to ſave loſt Souls. 
1 Tim, 1. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and warthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 
Cbrift came into the world to ſave ſinners. And great care ſhould be uſed thar 
we do not hinder the obtaining that for which Chriſt ſhed his precious — 4 
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The greateſt good we can do for any man is to further, and the greateſt hurt 
is to hinder his Salvation. 

s- Itis recorded to rhe honour of Hexzekiab, that he was an encourager 
of all rhar did faithfully diſpence the word of God. 2 Chr. 30. 22. Hexelvab 
ſpeak comfortably to all the Levites, that taught the good knowledge of the Lord. 
And as he did incourage the Miniſters of Gods word, fo God did wonder- 
fully bleſs him, 2 Chr. 31. 30. Herekiah proſpered in all bis works, Anditis 
recorded of Herod as one of his chief fins, that he impriſoned one of Gods 
Miniſters. Zak, 3+ 19, 20.*But Herod the Tetrarch,being reproved by him for Hes 
yodias bis brother Philips wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, Ad- 
dedthis above all, that he ſhut vp John in priſon, Herod was guilty of many e- 
vils, bur rhis is noted as the principal, as that which was above all the reſt, 
that he ſhut up Fohn in priſon. And as it is a great fin ro affl;& rhe Miuifters 
and ſervants of Chriſt, (o ic is uſally followed with a ſore judgment. Herod 
who ſtretched forth his hand to vex [certain of the Church, ſoon after 
dyed in a miſerable manner being eaten up of Worms, AZ. 12.1, 2,3, 23- 
Pharaoh, who oppreſled Iſrael and would nor ler them go to ſerve the Lord 
in the wildernets, was followed with one plague after another till he was 
deftroyed- 

6. Rulers oughr Not to be a terrour to ſuch as do good works, but to en- 
courage and proredt them, Kulers are not aterrour to gn0d works, tut to the evill. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power, dv that which is god, and thou ſhalt 
have praiſe of the ſame. Preaching of the Goſpel whereby men may be ſaved, 
and praying to God in the name of Chriſt are good works, and therefore 
rulers ought not to be a terrour to any man for theſe works. 

4. We gre taught and Commanded by ourLord JeſusChriſt to pray to the 
Lord to ſend forth labourers into his Vineyard,becauſe the harveſt is grear, 
and the labourers are but few, Then ſaid he to bis diſciples, The barveſt truly is 
plentions, but the labourers are but few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveſt, 
that he will ſend forth labourers into bis harveſt. To pray for labourers, and when 
God hath ſent them forth ro moleſt and trouble them for labouring is ro 
contradi&- our prayers. Let the Ignorance, Atheiſm, Profanenefſs, the 

th of Errour, and the ſma}ll number of Preachers that are found in the 
Faith, and of an holy converſation, be conſider:d and laid to heart, ard ir 


«will evidently appear 3 that there is great need ofprayer for inore Labou- 


* rers, and of encouraging thoſe that are ienrt forth,and of nor ſuppreſſing a» 
ny that are fairhful,peaceable,ard diligent in the Work of the Lord, 

Obj. 1- If ir be replyed. Theſe informers accuſe theſe Miniſters, thar 
they keep (editious Conventicles, and are ready to give oath of ir, and as 
ſuch we are obliged by the Law to ſuppreſs them. 

An. 1. Rulers ought to be wiſe as an Angel of God, ro diſcern good from 
evil. 2. Sam. 14,17. 45 an Angel of God, ſo is my Lord the King to deſcern good 
and bad, And that isno hard matrer in the Noon day of the Go'pel to 
diſtinguiſh between Religion and ſedition. When 7ob was a Ruler a- 
morg his _——_ he was diligent to ſearch our the truth of all cauſes that 
came before him ; and when he found any Wicked man opprefſing the 
righreous, he was ſo far from rewarding him , that he plucked the Spoil 
our of his Teeth, and if he held ir faſt and would nor let it go, he break his 
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Jaws rather than-ſuffer him to hold his Spoils. Fob 29. 15, 17. The Canſe 
which I knew not I ſearched out ; I break, the Jaws of the wiched, and pulled 
the Spoil out of his Teeth. os 

2. Theſe Miniſters, as was hinted before, do abhor ſedirious Conventicles 
and are falſly accuſed by theſe Informers,and Magiſtrates ſhoul@ be flow ro 
believe their falſe accuſations; and not proceed ro AR againſt them till 
chey have ſearched into the rrurh of theſe informations, and that for ſeveral 
realons, 4s 1. The great enmiry char is in the hearc of the Wicked againſt 
R ightecus men, which makes them eager ro do them all the Miſahief they 
can. The Scripture ſpeaks ſo frequently and ſo fully of rhis, that I ſhall 
need to ſay the leſs. Prov. 4.15. They ſleep not except they have done Miſchief, 
and their Sleep is taben away unleſt they cauſe ſome to fall .Pſ. 37 « 19, 32. The 
Wicbed plotreth againſt the juſt, and gnaſheth upon him with his Teeth. The Wick- 
ed watcheth the Righteous and ſeeketh to ſlay bim. 2. They are under a temp. 
ration of gain.z and the Love of Mony is the Roor of all evil, and therefore 
it is no wonder if they prove falſe accuſers of rhem againſt whom they have 
a great enmity, and by — of whom rhey make a great advanrage. 
3. The rule thar is given to Magiſtrares in the word of God, is not to pro- 
ceed ro Puniſhment upon reporrs till they have made diligent ſearch, and 
have cerrain proof of rhe truth of ,the fact. Peut. 13. 13, 14» 15. If thou 
fhalt hear ſay — Then ſhalt thou enquire,and make ſearch and ash diligently ; and 
behold if it be trxth, and the thing certain that ſuch abomination 1#-wrought among 


04, 

3- Theſe Miniſters and choſe that aſſemble with them are ofrentimes judg- 
ed,and ſenrence paſſed upon rhem for to rake away their Goodsbefore they 
have been heard,or had their accuſers Face to Face 3, yea ſomerimes before 
they know who it is that hath accuſed rhem 3 and this ſeemeth rometo be 
againſt the Light and Law of Nature: which reacheth that a man 
ought not to be condemned till he hath had his accuſers face ro face, and 
hath had Licence to anſwer for himſelf, The Romans had no other Light 
ro regulate them in their judicial proceedings, but rhe Light of Nature; 
yer they obſerved this Rule, nor to paſs ſentence upon a man, till he had 
his accuſers face to face, and had liberty to anſwer 'for himſelf. AZ. 15. 
15. It is nit the manner of the Romans todeliver any man to dy, before he that is 
accuſed, hath the accuſers face ts face, and have Liberty to anſwer for bimſelf,, + 
concerning the Crime laid againft bim. if the Romans, which were Heathens, 
how much more ſhould Chriſtian Magiſtrates, forbear condemnirg any man; 
rill he hath ſeen his accuſers, heard his accuſation, and been Permitred ro 
make his own defence. The name of Filat is 0dious in the Chriſtian World; 
and will be to all generations, for Condemning our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro be 
pur ro Death, yet he ſhewed ſo much juſtice in;his carriage, he would +nor 
give ſenrence againſthim, till he haKexamined, him, and his accuſers, and 
had heard what he could (ay for hitnſelf. Luk, 23. 13. 4nd Pilat when be 
had called togeiher the chief Priefts and the Rulers and ghe People ſaid unto them, 
ye have brought this man wnts me as one that perverteth the People; and behold 
T having examined him before you Cy have found no fault in this man touching thoſe 
things whererf you accuſe him. Neither rhe hainouſneſs of rhe Crime ohje&- 
cd ag1ioſt Chrift, as Biaſpheming, going about ro make himſelf a King, Per- 

; verting 


_ 


(79) 
verting the People, (gc. Nor the greatneſs or multitude of his accuſers, 
(the chict Prieſts, Rulers, Elders, and the People were. combined together ) 
nor the imperuouſgels of his adverſaries, 'who Thirſted after his Blood, and 
cryed out with one conſent, Crucify him, Crucify him , could prevail with 
Pilat, to give ſentence againſt Chriſt, till ie had examined him in the pre- 
ſence of his accuſers. Ler ic not be ſaid that any Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
come ſhorr of the juſtice Fi/at ſhewed, or pretended to ſhew, who was the 
Condemner of Chriſt, That ſuch inconfiderable Perſons as theſe Informers 
ſhould prevail with them, to Condemn men fearing God, and give out War- 
rants todeſtrain their goods , without examining them before their accu- 
ſers, and hearing what they are able to ſay for themſelves. 

4- As for the prerence of the Informers, that theſe men tranſgreſs the 
AR made to prevent ſeditious Conventicles, IFhave anſwered that Plea, 
thap. 3. Plea. $5. whither I refer the- Reader. Where I have proved, thas 
the Meetings of theſe Miniſters called Nonconformiſts, are no tranſgreſſion 
of that AR), according to that Charitable interpretation that may be pur 
upon it. And [quoted a Paſſage out of Dr. Jeremiah Taylour , concerning 
the interprecation of Laws, which was this, 411 Laws ds infinitely decline all 
harſh ſenſe., and are ambitious of gentle benign interpretations. Which if al- 
lowed as true in the interpretation of this Law, in my judgment the Mect- 
ing of theſe men are not Puniſhable by that Law z becauſe thoſe Meetings 
that are Puniſhable by that Law, muſt be in other manner than according to 


*rthe Liturgy , and the praRice of the Church of England, which though the 


formers Swear,(becauſe they do eicher not enderſtand or not fear an 
Oath) yer they will nor be able to prove. For they muſt be able to prove, 
rhat they. are in other manner than according to the holy Scripture :(which 
they cannot do) becauſe, 1. The holy Scriptures which are read for the firſt 
and (ſecond Leſſon, are a great part of The Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, and therefore what Meetings are not in other manner, than is allows 
ed by thoſe Portions of Scripture preſcribed to be read by the Lirurgy, are 
not in other manner than according to the Liturgy. 2. If theſe informery 
will contend and Swear, That though theſe meetings be not in other man- 
ner than according to thz holy Scriptures ; yer they are in other manner 
than according to the Lirurgy, this would ſer the Liturgy and the Seriprure 
at variance, and ſuch a concluſion would be drawn from hence as might 
make them Puniſhable for depraving the Liturgy of the. Church of England. 
If it be ſaid theſe meetings are in other Manner than according to the Scrip- 
rure. Theſe Miniſters deſire no further favour than to argue« this caſe 
with the Informers in the preſence of the Magiſtrates. And if they cannot 
Juſtify whatever they do out of the Word of God, they. will contentedly 
uffer what theſe Magiſtrates ſhall ſee meer ro infli& upon them, 

And if all Laws do infinitely decline all harſh ſences; I would appeal to 
all Sober men. whether this be not an harſh ſence to-interprer a Law made 
ro ſuppreſs ſedirious Conventicles, in ſuch a ſence as ro:Punifh men for per - 
formifig Religious Duties? And whether this be not an harſh ſence to in- 
rerprert, thoſe Neetings that are not in other manner than according to the 


Holy Scriptures, ro be in other manner than according to the Liturgy of the 


Church of England? Suppoſe ſome pretenders ro Religion haye Plotted In« 
ſurceRions 
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' furreFions under x colour of religious exerciſes (ſuch praftices and prin- 

ciples I abhor as much as other men, I ſpeak nor one word in their behalf) 
yer this doth nor take off the harſhneſs of the interpretgrion ; ſo to inter- 
pret a Law made to prevent ſedicion and inſurreQion, as to Puniſh ſuch 
as meet for no other end bur ro glorify God, and work out rheir own ſalva- 
rion. If a ſtri& Law were made ro prevent Drumkenneſs, and becauſe many 
have made themſelves drunk with Wine or Strong drink ; ro inrerpret this 
Law, fo as to Pun.fh a man that hath a weakly Stomach, and drinks *Wine 
moderately tohelp his digeſtion, or ro Puniſh a man that goerh ro rhe Ta- 
vern upon weighty Buſmeſs ; would be judged a harſh inrerprecation of the 
Law, to Puniſh ſober men for the uſe of rhat which others have abuſed : ſo 
here, becauſe ſome have abuſed private Meetings, to interpret a Law againſt 
fedirious Meetings ; ſo as to Puniſh thoſe that uſe Meerings in an holy and 
Religious manner, ſeems ro me an harſh interpretation of rhe Law. 

0bj.2. It may be ſome will ſay, we cannor,we dare not ſay ro rhe contrary, 
bur many of the Non-conformiſts are righteous and peaceable men, and we 
are not able to prove their Meetings are in other manner than according to 
the Holy Scriprures ; and if we could avoid ir, we would not moleſt rheſe 
men or their Meetings ; for it is againſt our Confſciences ro break rhem up, 
or to fine them ; Bur theſe Informers are buſy men, and they may poſfibl y 
make us loſe an hundred pounds, if we do nor an{wer their defire in di- 
fturbing rheſe Meerings, and fining thoſe rhar are preſent at them. If ic were 
nor that we feared the loſs of an hundred pounds, we would not meddle * 
with thele men and their Mcetings. 

Anſw. 1. I have nor heard of any Magiſtrate that hath ſuffered on this 
account, and if any Informer ſhould ariſe to that Impudence, as to Sue any 
Magiſtrate, for not moleſting theſe Men or their Meetings, 1 have more 
charirable thoughrs of rhe Law, and of thoſe that Execute them, rhan to 
think that any Magiſtrate ſ-5uld be Fined for nor puniſhing thoſe Men, a- 
gainſt whom nothing of Sedition can be proved, nor any thing elſe, bur 
thar rhey meer rogether ro pray to God, in the Name of Chriſt, for chings 
agreeable to his Will, arid to Preach and hear his holy Word. 

2. To ſuch as are under a Tempration of atting contrary to their Con- 
ſciences, for fear of rhe loſs of an hundred pounds; TI may fay as the Pro- 
pher faid to Amaziah, when he asked him, But what ſhall we do for the bun- 
dred Talents ? And the man of God anſwered, The Lord 11 able to give thee much 
more than this, 2 Chron. 25. 9. An hundred Talents is more than an- hundred 
pounds 3 and if God could make np the loſs of an handred Talents to ama- 
ziah, is he nor able to give you much more than an hundred pounds. The 
bleſfing of the Lord maketh Rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with it, Prov. 10. 12. 
The Lord can by his bleffing make up your lo(s by proſpering you in your 
callirgs, by caſting an Inheritance upon you by rhe death of Friends, by 
keeping off expenſive ſicknefſes, or by giving @ to your Poſterity, and ſcre» 
ral orfer ways. : 

3. If for ſaving an hundred pounds you will fin againſt God, and your 
own Conſciences 3 God can take away more rhan that ſuddenly from you: 
Either by Fire, or by loſſes ar Sea, or decay of Trade, or micarrying of 
Debtors, or by expenſive fickneſles, or giving you riotous Children, or lev- 
wg 
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ing you fall into the hand of the Extortioner, or divers ather ways. Or 
e)ſe God can ſend ſuch crouble upon your Conſcierces, that your Eſtare (+1! 
do you no good, bur you ſhall wiſh an hundred times, that you had {iffer- 
ed the loſs of all that you have, rather than to have finned- againſt your 
Conſcience. What good did Francis Spira his eſtate do him, after he had 
fianed againſt his Conſcience to preſerve his Eſtate. , 

4+ There are more Mmerial queſtions ro be atked in this Caſe, than what 
you ſhould do to prevent the loſs of an hundred pourds; as, What you 
ſtould do ro keep a good Conſcience ? For a good Conlcience is more 
worth than all the world. Whar you ſhould do that you may nor fin againit 
God ? For a man ſhould chooſe the greateſt loſs before the leaſt fin. Whar 
—mp wt up ſhall be able to give of your ations at the day of Judgment ? 
For thar is the rule we are to walk by; $9 ſpeak ye, ard ſo d> ye, as they that 
ſhall be judged by the Law of Liberty, Fam. 2 12. We ſhould undergo any loſs, 
rather than do any ation, which we cannor give an account of at the day 
of judgmenr. 

5+ Give me leave ro pur you in mind of Balaam, what he ſaid, what he 
did, and what befcl him , when he was ſent for to curſe Iſrael; and to hint 
ſomething from his example in reference to the Informers char ccme to you 
ro break up the Aſſemblies of theſe men. 1. Balaam was ſent for by a King, 
and the Meſſengers thar came on the Errand of Balach King of Moab, to in- 
vite Balaam to Curſe Iſrael, were Honourable Perſons, the Princes of Moab : 
yet he would nor go with them rill he had conſulred with God, whether ir 
were his will that he Chould go with theſe men ; and he made them rarry 2 
Night before he gave them their anſwer 3 and then underſtanding that ir 
was the will of God that he ſhould nor go, he relolved not ro go with them, 
; though ſent for by " King. Num 22. Ty 2, I2, 13, 14. 2. The Princes of 
Moab broughr great rewards to give to Balgam, v. 9. thev made him grear 
profers,and Promiſes, if he would go with them, v.16,17, Tous ſai:h Balaam : 
Let mathing F pray thee binder thee from coming unto me ; for 1 will provote thee 
to great Honour, and I will 4» whatſoever thou ſaiſt unto me. Come therefore I pray 
thee; and Curſe me this People; Here are great intrearies inthe name of a King. 
Come 1 pray thee. Let nothing T pray thee hinder thee fiom comirg, And grear pro- 
miſes of great Promotion, and giving all that he would a:zk. Bur what ſaid 
Balaam til] God gave him leave, they could nor ger him to go : though 
Balach would havegiven him his Houſe(and no doubt bur Balack: houſe was a 
large one fir for a King) as full of Silver and Gold, as ir could hold, v. 13. 
Ard Balaam anſwered the Servants of Balaek : If Balack puld give me his houſe 
full of Silver and Gold, I cannot go beyond the.word of the Lord my Gol to do mere 
or leſs. 3. When Balaam was prevailed with to go, thinking he had gor 
Leave from God, the Angel of God met hiin, holding a drawn Sword in his 
hand and would have Slain him, had nor the Aﬀe eſpyed the Angel and 
rurned our of the way,v. 22.23,32, 33. 4- When Balaam did go toBalack,he 
did nor Curſe Iſrael at all, but bleſſed them, though heangred Balach , and 
loſt all his prefermenrs thereby, Num. 24. 10,15. And Balacky anger was 
kindled ogainſt Balaam, and he (mote bis bands together, and ſaid, I called thee to 
curſe mine enemies ; and behold, thau haſt altogether bleſſed them theſe three times, 
therefore now flee to thy place; T thought to promote thee to great Honour, but the 
Lord hath kept thee back from honour. Theſe things did Balaam, when he was 
ſent for to curle I/tael, Here let it be  ——— 1, Whether our righ- 
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couſneſs muſt not exceed the righteouſneſs of Balaam , it we enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, ſceing he lived and died a South-ſayer, 7ofh 13. 22. 
And though he had the gift of Prophefie, he is ſtiled a mad Propher, and 
branded with loving the ways of unrighceouſneſs. 2+. Whether the people 
of "God in theſe days be not as dear to him as the people of Nrael were of 
old.? 3. Wiether male facere be not as had as male dicere? wherher to afflit 
and hurt in deeds, be not as had as to hurt in words ; ſeeing the curſe cavſleſs 
ſlr all nt come, Prov. 26.2. Ard (are thers is no Divination againſt Facob, nor 
Inhbantment agairft Iſrael. Theſe things premited, 1 would crave leave ro 
adviſe you. 1. When theſe Informers come to you to puniſh the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel for Preaching Gods Word, or to break up their Meetings, you 
ſhould do well ro atk Counſel of God, whether it be his witl you ſhould go 
with theſe men, and do wiat they would have you do. and make them wair 
your leiſure till you be ſatisfied in your Conſcience of the lawfulneſs thereof. 
B.laan did thus, though he was ſent for by a King 3 rhough Princes came to 
him, he wovld nor go ull he had adviſed with God. Thoſe Men that come 
to you are uſually mean and hegger'y perſons 5 and therefore they may well 
tarry your leiſure. I have wondred at the haſte of ſome men, wo, as is re- 

arred, have lefr all, yea, the ſervice of God, to follow rheſe men. This is 
Fir ſhorr of Bulaam. 2. If you be nor ſarisfied that it is the Will of God 
that you ſhould go with theſe men ; whatever cntreaties they uſe, whatever 
arguments they lay before you go nor with them. Balaam reſuſed to go 
with the Princes of Moab, though entreacted, though profer'd great rewards, 
when it was againſt the Will of God. Theſe men bring no reward, but ſhame 
and reproach, and the ill will of your neighbours, and yer how forward are 
many ro go with them. 3. If upon ſeriouy conſideration you think you may 
lawfully go w th theſe men, take heed you be nor deceived, and rake heed 
ro your (pirirs, that you go with a right Spirir. Balaam thought he had 
gorren leave from God to go with Balack's meflengers, he thought he had 
good warrant to go, for God had ſaid, If the men come to call thee, riſe up and 
£0 with them. Which ſome conceive to be ſpoken Ironically, others by way 
of Indignation 3, ſecing he had cempred God by coming again ro enquire of 
his going ; when he knew is was expreſly againſt his mind; He ſpake in 
anger, and-ſaid, Riſe up and go with them, Or if he had leave, there was 
covetouſneſs, or malice, or (ame other evil in his heart ; whether he had a 
Warrant to go or not, I do not now enquire, but this is cerrain God was 
angry wich him for going, Niemb. 22. 22. Gd anger was hindled againft him, 
becauſe be went. And he was in danger to be ſlain by the Angel that ſteod 
in th--way. 

4 If you think your ſelves obliged by virtue of the Law to go along with 
theſe Inſormers, if you find nothing of Sedition in the Aﬀembly ro which 
they carry you; if you find them mer in a peaceable manner, Preaching ſound 
Dodrine,. praying for things agrecable ro the Will of God; inſtead of cur- 
fing them, or puniſhing them, leave your bleſſing upon them, and ſay, The 
bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, and puniſh theſe Informers as falſe accuſers. 
WhenBalaam went to Balack inſtead of curſing If ael, he bleſſed them, though 
he angred Balack thereby ; and loſt great honours and promotions. They 
that will rather curſe an Ifraelire, than run the hazard of (mall loſſes, of 
loſing their dignities and promotions, come ſhort of Balaam, who yer fell 
ſhorc of eternal liſe, 0bj. 3- we 
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0bj. 3-. We have yer one ſcruple more about theſe men, and theſe Meer- 
ings» if we could ger over that, we would not moleſt them, and it is this, we 
ſhall nor be accounted the Kings friends, if we do not ſuppreſs theſe Men, 
bur ſhall be accounted friends and favourers of Phanaticks; If it were nor for 
this, we would not meddle with them. 

Arſw. 1. This is aſtrong temptation upon ſome men to do irregulgr 
things, for ſear they ſhould nor be eſteemed the Kings friends ; as we may 
ſee in the caſe of Filat ; he was very loth to have meddled with Chriſt when 
the Jews brought him, He would know what Crime they had to lay to his 
charge before he would do ovghr againſt him, Fob. 18 29. What accuſation 
have ye brought againſt this man ? And when they pretended he was a Ma'ce- 
factor, Pilat was very deſirous to have been excuſed from meddling in the 
caſe, verſ. 31. Take y? him, and judge bim according to your Law. And when 
they urged him, he vindicated Chriſt, verſ. 32. I find in him no fault at all. 
And when they preſſed hard upon him ro crucify Chriſt, he would have pur 
them off again, and told them, he could find no fault in him, Chap. 19. v. 6. 
They cryed out ſaying, Crucify him, Crucify him. Pilat ſaith unto them, Take yt 
him and Crucify bim : for I find ns fault in him. Then they plead their Law, 
that by their Law he oughr ro die, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God, 
verſ. 7. Upon hearing this, that it was given our, that he was the Son of 
God, he was the more afraid to give ſentence againſt him, and ſought which 
way to releaſe him, verſ. 8.9, 12. Then they uſed this deviſe; they tell 
PFilat he ſhould not be looked upon as Coſars friend if he let Chriſt go. If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Ceſars Friend. And though he had withſtood 
the reaſonings and imporruniries of the Jews hitherto; the hearing of his, 
thar he ſhould not be Ceſars Friend, prevailed with him, contrary to his 
judgment and Conſcience, rodeliver up Chriſtro be Cruciſyed, v. 12,13,16- 
If thou let this man 80, thou art not Caeſars Friend. When therefore Filat heard this 
ſaying, be brought Jeſus forth, and ſate down inthe judgment ſeat. Then delivered 
bebim to be Crucifyed. : 

If rhings be duly eſtimared, theſe Informers that Stir up Magiſtrates ro 
Puniſh the Kings SubjeRs, for praying and Preaching, and thoſe that rake in 
with them will appear to be none of the Kings Friends 3 bur rather his ad- 
verſaries. For, 1. They that miſuſe Gods Mmmiſters, bring Gods Wrath up- 
on the Kingdom, as hath been before proved, from, 2 Chr. 36. 16- They 
mocke1 the Meſſengers of God;"and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his Prophets, 
wntil the Wratb of the Lord aroſe againſt bis People, till there was no Remedy. Is 
not this miſuſing the Lbrds Prophets and Meſſengers, when they arc Puniſh- 
ed for Preaching Gods Word ? and whether are they to be reckoned the 
Kings Friends or Enemies that bring the Wrath of God upen his Ringdom? 
2. David counted thoſe his Adverſaries that prompred him ro Puniſh Shi- 
mei, when he was ſctled upon his Throne in Peace, and yer Shimei had cur(- 
ed David tohis Face in the day of his diftreſs. 2 Sam. 19. 21, 22. And 4bi- 
ſhai the Son of Zervia ſaid, ſhall not Shimei be put 10 Death for this, becauſe be 
curſed the Lords anvinted. Ard David ſaid, what have T to d» with you, ye Sons 

Zervia, that ye ſlwild this day be adverſaries unto me ſhall there any man 

put to Peath this day in Iſrael; for do I not know that T am this day King in 

gel. Theſe men pray for the King and Kingdoms welfare. And if David 
accounted the Sons of Zrrviab his a 4-96 for fliring him up ro _—_ 

2 Shimet 
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Shimei, who had curſed him, becauſe he had humble#itfelf, -miy* be Ke 

count theſe [nformers the Kings Enemies rhar (etk the DeſtruRion-of thee Fo 

men, who pray ro God both. in their Families and -Aſſemblies- ro bleſs ov 

King, and Preach obedience to theKing in all lawful-rhings: 4. '{# the mwulti-' 

tude of People is the Kings honour, but in the want of People is the" Kings « F. 

6, P.2v. 14. :8. And therefore ro Soppreſs, Impoveriſh, ro force to flee 

out of rhe Nation ſo great /a Part of the Kings Subjetts as the SL nceiie. 

mifts are, would be a diminiſhing of rhe People, and fo a diminution of rhe 

Kings Honour and Safety. : 
3. it's a Calumny raiſtd by the adverfaries of the Nonconformiſts, ro ex+ 

cite the Magiſtrates againft them 3 that rhey ſhall nor be eſteemed rhe 

Kings Friends if they do nor ſuppreſs rhem. For our Soveraign Lord the 

King hath been graciouſly pleaſed in ſeveral of his Declararions, to ceſtify 

unto his Kingdom , that he hath a kindneſs for his Nonconforming Sabje&ts 

as well as the reſt of his Subje&s, And beſides theſe, there may be other 

demonſtrations/given that theſe Magiſtrates aretrue and real Friends to 

the King, who do ſhelter the Nonconformiſts from the fury of the” Infor- 

mers, and keep them from being perſecured for righteouſneſs ſake. Ay, 

x. They are the Kings true and real Friends that uphold his throne and eg- 

deayour to eſtabliſh his Throne for ever 3 and this they do that deliver the 

oppreſſed, and ſhew mercy tro ſuch as are under aff|;ion. 'Prov. 29. 14. 

The King that faithfully judgerh the Poor, his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever. 

Prev- 20. 28. Mercy and truth preſerve the King, and his Throne 1s wpbolden by 

Mercy Who ſhewerh mercy he that Puniſherh Men for Praying, and Preach- 

ing, or he that Sparerh them ? 2. They are the Kings Friends that bring 

down the bleſſing of God upon the*Kingdom, and cauſe him ro wax great, 


and ro be (o feared by the Neighbour Nations that they make no War with _ 
him. And this they do who encourage the faithful Preachers and Preach- 
ing of the word of God. When the Preaching of the Word of God was en- JA 


couraged in Fehoſhaphats days 3 there were ſuch eminent Bleffings came uP- 
on him, and his Kingdom, thar he waxed great exceedingly,and was feared 
of all the Lands round abour, and none of them durſt make War with him. 
2 Chr 11.8, 9, 10, 11, 12. And with them he ſent Levites and Priefts, and th y 
tavght in Fudab, and bad the book of the Law of the Lord with them, and went 
about through all the Cities of Fudab, ard taught the people, and the fear ef the 
Lord fell upon all the King doms of the Lands, that here round about Fudab; ſo that 
they made no War againſt Jehoſhaphat.” And alſo ſome of the Philiſtins brought ' 
Feheſh.iphat Preſents, and Tribute Silver. The Arabians brought him Flocks. 
And Feb-ſhaphat waxed great exceedingly, 
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